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4Preparing To Listen

 Apathy.  Self-satisfaction.  Lack of passion or 
motivation.  All of these are characteristics that we have 
traditionally come to associate with the "lukewarm" 
church of Laodicea.  Much has been said and written 
about this church over the years. What is often assumed 
is that more initiative, discipline, and commitment is 
needed in the church to correct its lukewarm condition, 
for it to become the "hot" church God wants it to be.   To 
change, we need to be willing to take the initiative, and, 
we assume, God will be responsive.
 Curiously, when the scriptures talk about initia-
tive and responsiveness, the emphasis is often placed 
differently.  Notice where, or with whom, this passage 
places the ideas of "initiative" and "responsiveness." 

  "When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt 
I called my son. 2 But the more I called Israel, the 
further they went from me. They sacrificed to the Baals 
and they burned incense to images. 3 It was I who taught 
Ephraim to walk, taking them by the arms; but they did 
not realize it was I who healed them. 4 I led them with 
cords of human kindness, with ties of love; I lifted the 
yoke from their neck and bent down to feed them.
    Hosea 11:1-4 (NIV) 

As you reflect on these passages of scripture:

- Who takes the initiative in this passage?

- Who is seen as the "responder" in this  pas-
sage?

- What is/are the attitude(s) of the   
initiator(s)?

- What is/are the attitudes(s) of the   
responder(s)?
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  The last of the messages to the seven churches 
is addressed to Laodicea.  It is a message to a church 
that was both prosperous and poor.  A church known for 
healing, and yet one very much in need of healing.  It is 
a message that is both brutally honest, and wonderfully 
gracious.  As the last of the seven, it is also the one in 
which the picture of Jesus comes most clearly into focus.   
Before we continue,  take a  few moments to review the 
picture in Revelation 1:12-20 (NIV).

1. Read the entire message to the church at Laodi-
cea, (see page 22).   Underline the part of the portrait of 
Jesus from chapter one.  Why do you think this part is 
emphasized here?

2. How does Jesus describe the condition of this   
church?

The Revelation
of

Jesus Christ
- Where in your own spiritual journey do you tend 
to see yourself - in the role of initiator or responder?  

- How does where you see yourself impact your 
spiritual journey?

- As you reflect on this passage in prayer, what 
speaks to you  most clearly?  What does God want you 
to see?  As you allow that reality to sink in, enjoy be-
ing in God's presence.  As you linger there, talk to Him 
about the people/things that He may bring to your mind.
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Jesus - The One Who Knocks

 "To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: 

These are the words of the Amen, the faithful 

and true witness, the ruler of God's creation. 
15 I know your deeds, that you are neither 

cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the 

other! 16 So, because you are lukewarm--nei-

ther hot nor cold--I am about to spit you out 

of my mouth. 17 You say, 'I am rich; I have 

acquired wealth and do not need a thing.' But 

you do not realize that you are wretched, piti-

ful, poor, blind and naked. 18 I counsel you to 

buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you 

can become rich; and white clothes to wear, 

so you can cover your shameful nakedness; 

and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see. 
19 Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. 

So be earnest, and repent. 20 Here I am! I 

stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears 

my voice and opens the door, I will come in 

and eat with him, and he with me. 21 To him 

who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with 

me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat 

down with my Father on his throne. 22 He 

who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 

says to the churches."

 Revelation 3:14-22(NIV)

3. What advantages, from Jesus' perspective, do you  
 think there would be to the church being 
 
 a. "Hot"?

 b. "Cold"? 

4. How does an understanding of the historical-  
 geographical setting of Laodicea shed light on   
 the  "hot" and "cold" imagery used here?

 

5. Contrast Laodicea's self-perception with the   
 evaluation Jesus gives of their condition

Self-Perception   Jesus' Perception

Laodicea
 "Nineteen hundred years ago business thrived.  A 
hospital had been established . . . Its doctors received such 
local acclaim that two of them, Zeuxis and Alexander, were 
featured on the coins of the city.  The most famous treatments 
were for ear and eye complaints. . . The sheep in the area were 
selectively bread and became famous for their black glossy 
wool, from which clothing was manufactured, especially a tunic 
called a trimita. . . Both the hospital and clothing manufacture 
made Laodicea rich, and the flow of money led to the estab-
lishment of banks.  The city could rightly claim to be one of 
the world's most wealthy centers.  So great were its financial 
resources that when the city suffered a crippling earthquake in 
A.D. 60, the town fathers declined the proffered help of Rome 
and rebuilt the city with its own finances.
 Naden, Roy, The Lamb Among the Beasts, page 89
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6. Outline below the three part counsel that Jesus 
gives to Laodicea in verse 18:

What they need  What you    
to purchase:  think it means: 

A.

B.

C.

7. How does verse 19 add to your understanding of 
this message, and the picture of Jesus you find here?

8. How does verse 20 describe God's attitude to-
ward this church?

9. What insights does verse 20 give you into the 
kind of attitude or stance we should have?

10. What assurances does verse 21 give?

 A.

 B.

11.   What does Jesus promise to those who over-

Lukewarm
 I could never forget the view . . . as our car circled 
around the scattered ruins of once wealthy Laodicea.  Acres of 
white calcium deposits form a mammoth lace shawl over the 
steep sides of the hill.  A half hour later we were . . . on the top 
of that hill and were bathing in the hot waters of Heliopolis.  A 
giant underground hot spring comes to the surface on the top 
of the hill, flows down the side, and then makes its way to the 
valley directly past the site of ancient Laodicea.  The spring 
is the basis of the message to the members of the church in 
Laodicea.  The water flows hot from the spring, but cools as 
it flows down the hillside--depositing minerals--flows warm 
past Laodicea and finally cools completely as it joins another 
stream miles from the original source . . .
 Jesus said, "If you were hot like the stream at its 
source, you would have the missionary zeal of Philadelphia.  If 
you were cold like the streams in the valley, you might sense 
your great need and be appealed to and warmed.  But in this 
lukewarm temperature, like the waters flowing past the city, 
you sense no need.  I can do nothing with you."
 Naden, Roy, The Lamb Among the Beasts, page 88-89

Table Fellowship
 A shared meal in the ancient Jewish world had far 
more significance than it has today.  It was a symbol of affec-
tion, of confidence, of intimacy.  Jesus was criticized by the 
Pharisees not merely for associating with publicans and sin-
ners but for eating with them (Luke 15:2).  Peter was criticized 
by the Jerusalem Christians not for preaching the gospel to 
a gentile but for eating with him (Acts 11:3).  So the present 
verse contains a promise of the most intimate fellowship pos-
sible.
 Ladd, George, A Commentary on Revelation, page 68.

come?  (verse 21)

The Knocking Jesus
 The nineteenth and twentieth verses of the third 
chapter . . . may be intended as a summary appeal, climaxing 
the entire series . . . As in the other letters, they call for repen-
tance, but they add two new concepts.  The first is the love of 
Christ . . . (3:19). . . the second is His immediacy (3:20).  A lit-
eral translation would be:  "See!  I have taken my stand upon 
your threshold, and I am continually knocking!"  He awaits 
the open door, in order that He may enter. . . Christ outside the 
door of His own church seems to be an incongruous concept; 
yet that is exactly what this text implies.
 Tenny, Merril C., Interpreting Revelation,  page 68.
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Perceptions
(What are you seeing/hearing/sensing in this passage?)

About Jesus

As you reflect on the message to this church, 
what picture of Jesus is revealed here?

About our Response to Him

How does this message impact your life?

12. In the messages to the churches there are several significant glimpses of Jesus.  Highlight one (or more) that   
have been especially meaningful to you.  (If there is something you don't see listed, write it in and  highlight it)

a. Jesus is the One Who takes the initiative.  Our role is primarily one of response to what He has already done.

b. God loves His church too much not to help them see their own poverty and illness.  It is their apparent health and prosperity  
that blinds them to it, yet He still  offers them what they genuinely need.

c. Jesus stands ready and eager to come into our lives in the closest and most intimate way possible and share "table fellowship" 
with us.  Our willingness in respoinding to Him is all that is required.

d. ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________

**Suggestions for Further Study/Discussion/Reflection**
(for those wanting to really dig deeper)

 
13. Compare the message to the Laodiceans to the story recorded in John 9.  What parallels do you find there?

14. Use a concordance to look up other places where the images of "white" clothing and "gold" tried in the fire occur.  What   
additional insights do you gain from this study?


