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4Preparing To Listen
 In the Hebrew scriptures, to "Remember"  is  
more than simply recalling information.  It is allowing 
what we recall to take hold of us and shape us.   Memo-
ries are not dusty volumes of accurate but insignificant 
information sitting on mental shelves.  Memories are 
what define and shape us.  They  give us direction and 
purpose.   When we are called to remember, it is not 
simply a mental exercise, but a life changing experience.  
When we remember, it changes the way we relate to 
people and things around us. 
 Notice how understanding the richness of re-
membering brings fuller meaning to these passages:

 I will remember my covenant between me and you and 
all living creatures of every kind. Never again will the 
waters become a flood to destroy all life.  Gen 9:15 
(NIV)

 "Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.  Exo 
20:8 (NIV) 

Remember not the sins of my youth and my rebellious 
ways; according to your love remember me, for you are 
good, O LORD.  Psalm 25:7 (NIV)  

Using a Bible concordance, look up other places where 
the word remember occurs, and notice how it is used.  
Note below your findings:
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  Central to the messages to Sardis and Phila-
delphia is the call to remember.  To Sardis, the call is 
to recall what has been neglected, and allow it to once 
again change and transform them.  To Philadelphia, the 
call is to hold firmly to what they have remembered and 
not let it go.  To both, the rewards of remembering well 
are tremendous. Before we look at the messages to these 
next two churches, let's take a  few moments to review, 
and remember,  the picture in Revelation 1:12-20 (NIV).

1. Read the entire message to the church at Sardis.   
Underline the part of the portrait of Jesus from chapter 
one.  Why do you think this part is emphasized here?

The Revelation
of

Jesus Christ
As you reflect on these passages of scripture:

- Note the things that God says He will remember

- Note the things that we are called to remember.

- What kinds of things does God's remembering lead   
Him to do?

- What kinds of things should our remembering lead   
us to do/experience?

- As you reflect on these verses in prayer, which speak 
to you  most clearly?  What does God want you to see?  As 
you allow that reality to sink in, enjoy being in God's pres-
ence.  As you linger there, talk to Him about the people/things 
that He may bring to your mind.
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Jesus - The One Who Calls Us To Remember

"To the angel of the church in Sardis 

write: These are the words of him who 

holds the seven spirits of God and the 

seven stars. I know your deeds; you 

have a reputation of being alive, but 

you are dead. 2 Wake up! Strengthen 

what remains and is about to die, for 

I have not found your deeds complete 

in the sight of my God. 3 Remember, 

therefore, what you have received and 

heard; obey it, and repent. But if you 

do not wake up, I will come like a thief, 

and you will not know at what time I 

will come to you. 4 Yet you have a few 

people in Sardis who have not soiled 

their clothes. They will walk with me, 

dressed in white, for they are worthy. 5 

He who overcomes will, like them, be 

dressed in white. I will never blot out 

his name from the book of life, but will 

acknowledge his name before my Father 

and his angels. 6 He who has an ear, 

let him hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches.

 Revelation 3:1-6(NIV)

2. Without worrying too much about the details,

 a.  what can you learn about what this   
  church was experiencing from verse 1-3?

 b. what can you learn about what a smaller  
  group was experiencing  from verse 4.

3. What does Jesus say 
 
 a. the church should do in response to  
  their situation?  (verse 3)

 b. will be their experience if they do not  
  respond to His counsel?

4. What does Jesus promise to those who "overcome"?

 a.

 ("dressed in white" is the first time this image is introduced in 
Revelation, it will be developed more fully later.  What OT roots can you 
think of for this image?)

 b.

 (see also Ex 32:32-33;Psalm 69:28; Daniel 12:1)

 c.

 (compare with Matthew 10:32)

5. What are some of the things you sense God is  
 calling you to remember more fully?

Sardis
 The story is told of King Croesus who attacked 
King Cyrus of Persia.  The attempt failed, and King Croesus 
retreated to the heights of Sardis - a naturally secure location a 
top of a high ridge with steep sides.  After two weeks of wait-
ing, Cyrus offered a reward to anyone who could devise a way 
into the elevated fortress.  Shortly after this, a soldier named 
Hyeroeades noticed a helmet falling down the steep sides of the 
mountain, and he assumed a break must have developed in the 
walls.  That night he took a small group of soldiers, crawled up 
the cliff in the area in which the helmet had fallen, and found 
a gap where the plateau had fallen away.  Through that break 
the soldiers entered the city, found it unguarded, and overthrew 
Croesus.  No one had been watching, and the city fell.
 Naden, Roy, The Lamb Among the Beasts, page 82
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"To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: 

These are the words of him who is holy and true, 

who holds the key of David. What he opens no 

one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open. 
8 I know your deeds. See, I have placed before 

you an open door that no one can shut. I know 

that you have little strength, yet you have kept 

my word and have not denied my name. 9 I will 

make those who are of the synagogue of Satan, 

who claim to be Jews though they are not, but are 

liars--I will make them come and fall down at 

your feet and acknowledge that I have loved you. 
10 Since you have kept my command to endure 

patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of 

trial that is going to come upon the whole world 

to test those who live on the earth. 11 I am com-

ing soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no 

one will take your crown. 12 Him who overcomes 

I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. 

Never again will he leave it. I will write on him 

the name of my God and the name of the city of 

Jesus - The One Who Encourages Us Not To Forget
 Revelation 3:7-13(NIV)

6. Read the entire message to the church 
at Philadelphia.   Underline the part of the 
portrait of Jesus from chapter one.  Why do you 
think this part is emphasized here?

7. What is the meaning behind the "Key 
of David" (See Isaiah 22:22).  How does this 
key correlate with the keys from the portrait of 
Jesus in Revelation 1?

8. Based upon verses 8-9, how would you 
describe what this church had been experienc-
ing?

9. What assurances does Jesus give this 
church in verses 10-11?

10. What does Jesus promise to

 a. make them?
  (compare with 1 Peter 2:4-10)

 b. give them?
  (what can you discover about the  
  significance of names in the Bible that  
  might shed light on this verse?)

Philadelphia
 Colonists from Pergamos came to the area in the middle of 
the second century B.C., during the reign of Attalus II, who had such a 
devotion to his brother,  
EumenesII, that he acquired the nickname Philadelphus, and thus the 
origin of the name of the new settlement he formed. . . Attalus estab-
lished a new settlement on the borders of three territories - Mysia, 
Lydia, and Phrygia-in order to spread Greek culture into all these areas.  
Philadelphians had been commissioned to be missionaries for Greece.
 Naden, Roy, The Lamb Among the Beasts, page 85

my God, the new Jerusalem, which 

is coming down out of heaven from 

my God; and I will also write on 

him my new name. 13 He who has 

an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 

says to the churches.
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Perceptions
(What are you seeing/hearing/sensing in this passage?)

About Jesus

As you reflect on the messages to these two churches, 
what picture of Jesus is revealed here?

About our Response to Him

How do these messages impact your life?

11. In the messages to the churches there are several significant glimpses of Jesus.  Highlight one (or more) that   
have been especially meaningful to you.  (If there is something you don't see listed, write it in and  highlight it)

a. God gently, but persistently, calls us not just to recall what He has done for us, but to be changed by our remembrance.

b. Jesus is the One Who holds the keys to the kingdom.  He is the one Who decides who enters and who does not.  What He 
opens, no one else can shut.

c. Jesus wants to make us a part of His body, living stones in a spiritual temple, or as He puts it in the message to Philadelphia, 
pillars in His temple.  We have an important part to play in revealing Jesus to others.

d. ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________

**Suggestions for Further Study/Discussion/Reflection**
(for those wanting to really dig deeper)

 
12. What insight(s) do you gain from these messages as to what we should be concerned about as we await the soon return of   
Jesus?


