
Women Studying Scripture a ministry of the Calimesa Seventh-day Adventist Church Lesson 4 

4Preparing To Listen
 A wise man once said, "Wounds from a friend 
can be trusted, but an enemy multiplies kisses."  Prov-
erbs 27:6 (NIV).  Wise words are not always comfort-
able, but they are good words.  Friends love us enough to 
tell us things that are hard to hear, not because they love 
us less, but because they love us more.  
 It was as their friend that God spoke to His 
people long ago through the prophet Isaiah.  Take a few 
moments to reflect on His words in chapter 1:

 2 Hear, O heavens! Listen, O earth! For the LORD has 
spoken: "I reared children and brought them up, but they 
have rebelled against me. 3 The ox knows his master, the 
donkey his owner's manger, but Israel does not know, my 
people do not understand."  4 Ah, sinful nation, a people 
loaded with guilt, a brood of evildoers, children given 
to corruption! They have forsaken the LORD; they have 
spurned the Holy One of Israel and turned their backs 
on him.  5 Why should you be beaten anymore? Why do 
you persist in rebellion? Your whole head is injured, 
your whole heart afflicted.  6 From the sole of your foot 
to the top of your head there is no soundness-- only 
wounds and welts and open sores, not cleansed or ban-
daged or soothed with oil . . . 12 When you come to ap-
pear before me, who has asked this of you, this trampling 
of my courts?  13  Stop bringing meaningless offerings! 
Your incense is detestable to me. New Moons, Sabbaths 
and convocations-- I cannot bear your evil assemblies.  
14 Your New Moon festivals and your appointed feasts 
my soul hates. They have become a burden to me; I am 
weary of bearing them.  15 When you spread out your 
hands in prayer, I will hide my eyes from you; even if you 
offer many prayers, I will not listen. Your hands are full 
of blood;  16 wash and make yourselves clean. Take your 
evil deeds out of my sight! Stop doing wrong, 17  learn to 
do right! Seek justice, encourage the oppressed. Defend 
the cause of the fatherless, plead the case of the widow.  
18 "Come now, let us reason together," says the LORD. 
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 On the night before His crucifixion, Jesus had much 
to say to His disciples.  Some words were comforting and easy 
to hear.  Some were harder.  But all was said in the context of 
acceptance and  commitment to His disciples.  As we continue 
to look at the portraits of Jesus which emerge in His messages 
to the seven churches, it is important to remember that this 
is the same Jesus revealed in Chapter 1.  He is the One Who 
walks in their midst and holds them securely in His hands.  
Before we look at the next two messages, (those to Pergamum 
and Thyatira), take a few moments to review the picture in 
Revelation 1:12-20 (NIV).

The Revelation
of

Jesus Christ
"Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white 
as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be 
like wool.  19 If you are willing and obedient, you will 
eat the best from the land; 20 but if you resist and rebel, 
you will be devoured by the sword." For the mouth of the 
LORD has spoken.

As you reflect on this passage of scripture:

- Note the words or phrases that express God's obser-
vations about His people--the things they probably did not 
what to hear

- Underline or highlight the words or phrases that 
expresse hope and reassurance.

- How would you characterize the way God feels about 
His people in this passage.  Explain.

- Describe the picture of God that emerges here.

- As you reflect on these verses in prayer, which verses 
speak to you  most clearly?  What does God want you to see?  
As you allow that reality to sink in, enjoy being in God's pres-
ence.  As you linger there, talk to Him about the people/things 
that He may bring to your mind.
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Jesus - The One Who Knows Where We Live

  "To the angel of the church in Pergamum write: 
These are the words of him who has the sharp, 
double-edged sword. 13 I know where you live--
where Satan has his throne. Yet you remain true 
to my name. You did not renounce your faith 
in me, even in the days of Antipas, my faithful 
witness, who was put to death in your city--where 
Satan lives.  14  Nevertheless, I have a few things 
against you: You have people there who hold to 
the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to 
entice the Israelites to sin by eating food sacrificed 
to idols and by committing sexual immorality. 
15  Likewise you also have those who hold to the 
teaching of the Nicolaitans. 16 Repent therefore! 
Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will fight 
against them with the sword of my mouth.  17  
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I 
will give some of the hidden manna. I will also 
give him a white stone with a new name written 
on it, known only to him who receives it.

 Revelation 2:12-17(NIV)

1. Read the entire message to the church at Pergamum.   
Underline the part of the portrait of Jesus from chapter one.  
Why do you think this part is emphasized here?

2. Without worrying too much about the details,

 a.  what can you learn about what this church  
  was experiencing from verse 13?

 b. what can you learn about what this church  
  was experiencing from verses 14-15.

3. What does Jesus say 
 
 a. the church should do in response to  
  what is happening?  (verse 16)

 b. He will do if they do not respond   
  appropriately.  (Notice who His action is  
  directed toward)

4. What does Jesus promise to those who "overcome"?

5. What ideas/images do these things suggest:

 a. Hidden Manna
  (contrast with verse 14)

 b. White Stone

 c. New Name
  (Gen 32:22-29. etc.)

Pergamum
 Pergamos had . . . the distinction of being a capital city . . . The area was 
quite flat, but growing out of this plain is a rocky spur more than 1,000 feet high.  
On its flattened top the city had been built.  Thus, the possible meaning of the name 
Pergamos--"raised up" . . .  
 Naden, Roy, The Lamb Among the Beasts, page 73.

Balaam, Food, Immorality, Nicolatians
 When we compare this message to the message to Ephesus, there 
seems to be a connection between Balaam's teachings and the Nicolatians. 
Blatant participation in pagan religious worship practices and sexual immo-
rality are reflected in "the teaching of Balaam" and "food sacrificed to idols."  
The Nicolatians probably represents those who held the Gnostic ideas that 
since only the "spirit" was spiritual, it did not matter what the "body" did.  

Stones
 In Roman courts two stones were used to indicate judgements, a 
black stone for condemnation and a white stone for acquittal.  Those who 
come to Christ receive immediate acquittal - they are saved and so have 
eternal life, which no person can ever take away from them (John 5:24). 
  Naden, Roy, The Lamb Among the Beasts, page 75.

Swords
 In Roman times governors were separated into two 
categories:  those who had the right of the sword and those 
who did not.  The right of the sword gave a governor the au-
thority to pronounce the sentence of death and have it carried 
out.  The proconsul of Pergamos had the right of the sword, 
and this placed Christians in a precarious position . . . the 
letter opens by reminding the members of the congregation in 
Pergamos that there is Another who also holds the right of the 
sword against His opposition.
 Naden, Roy, The Lamb Among the Beasts, page 74.
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  "To the angel of the church in Thyatira write: These 

are the words of the Son of God, whose eyes are like 

blazing fire and whose feet are like burnished bronze. 
19 I know your deeds, your love and faith, your ser-

vice and perseverance, and that you are now doing 

more than you did at first. 20 Nevertheless, I have 

this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, 

who calls herself a prophetess. By her teaching she 

misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the 

eating of food sacrificed to idols. 21 I have given her 

time to repent of her immorality, but she is unwill-

ing. 22 So I will cast her on a bed of suffering, and I 

will make those who commit adultery with her suf-

fer intensely, unless they repent of her ways. 23 I will 

strike her children dead. Then all the churches will 

know that I am he who searches hearts and minds, 

and I will repay each of you according to your deeds. 
24 Now I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, to you 

who do not hold to her teaching and have not learned 

Satan's so-called deep secrets (I will not impose any 

other burden on you): 25 Only hold on to what you 

have until I come. 26 To him who overcomes and does 

my will to the end, I will give authority over the na-

tions-- 27 'He will rule them with an iron scepter; he 

will dash them to pieces like pottery' -- just as I have 

received authority from my Father. 28 I will also give 

him the morning star. 29 He who has an ear, let him 

hear what the Spirit says to the churches.

Jesus - The One Who Knows What We Can Handle
 Revelation 2:18-29(NIV)

6. Read the entire message to the church at 
Thyatira.   Underline the part of the portrait of Jesus 
from chapter one.  Why do you think this part is 
emphasized here?

7. Underline the part of the portrait of Jesus 
from chapter 1 that is emphasized here.

8. What did this church have going for it?

9. What problems did Jesus address?  (Com-
pare with the message to Pergamos.  What similari-
ties do you notice?)

10. Toward whom is "Judgement" directed in 
this message?

11. What message of encouragement  does Je-
sus have to those who have not adopted the lifestyle 
of Jezebel?

12. To a church that lived under the rule of a 
pagan society with values very different from their 
own, what promise does Jesus make to them? (verse 
26-27)

13. Compare the messages to these two church-
es with 1 John 2:3-17.  What similarities in thought 
do you notice?

Thyatira
 The city was established on an important trade 
route.  Most of its inhabitants were involved in merchandiz-
ing or trade guilds.  Trade guilds posed two problems for 
Christians.  The first . . . weekly communal meals, often in the 
temple of a local deity. . . The second . . . drunkenness and 
immorality associated with temple life.  Such activities were 
taboo for a Christian.  But to exclude oneself brought social 
isolation and threatened economic hardship.
 Naden, Roy, The Lamb Among the Beasts, page 78.
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Perceptions
(What are you seeing/hearing/sensing in this passage?)

About Jesus

As you reflect on the messages to these two churches, 
what picture of Jesus is revealed here?

About our Response to Him

How do these messages impact your life?

14. In the messages to the churches there are several significant glimpses of Jesus.  Highlight one (or more) that   
have been especially meaningful to you.  (If there is something you don't see listed, write it in and  highlight it)

a. God understands the culture in which we live, and offers encouragement and hope as we seek to live Christian lives with 
integrity.

b. Even in the midst of forces that seem overwhelming, God assures us of His presence with us, and the ultimate triumph of His 
kingdom

c. Jesus has given us the "white stone" of acquittal, assuring us of our standing in the judgement.

d. ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________

**Suggestions for Further Study/Discussion/Reflection**
(for those wanting to really dig deeper)

 
16. Review the Old Testament story of Jezebel.  What characteristics of her life, and her impact upon God's people, come to-
gether to form the symbol that is used in the message to Thyatira?

17. Compare what Jesus restores in the last part of the messages to Pergamos and Thyatira with the experience of the Children of   
Israel from the Exodus to Canaan.  What parallels do you find?


