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Preparing To Listen
 Church.  Have you ever had moments when you 
wondered if you really needed it?   In his book, Reversed 
Thunder, Eugene Peterson puts it this way,
. . . there are always times in the life of faith when it seems 
far better to go it alone.  In St. John's day it was politically 
dangerous to assemble together; a private faith would have 
been safer and more convenient.  Sometimes it is a bore to be 
with others; faith in Christ does not in itself make a person 
an interesting conversationalist or stimulating companion.  A 
secret, individualized faith does not have to endure tedious 
relationships with unimaginative pilgrims.  But the biblical 
witness consistently challenges our privatism and individu-
alism:  "It is not good for a man to be alone;" "I will make 
your seed as the sand of the sea;" "forsake not the assembling 
of ourselves together;" "when you pray, say, OUR Father;" 
"Love your neighbor as yourself . . ."  Page 44.

 While God knows and cares for each of us 
individually, and while we have an uniquely personal 
relationship to Him, He sees us as a part of something 
larger than ourselves.  Notice how Paul puts this in his 
letter to the Corinthian church:

The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and 
though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with 
Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body-
-whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given 
the one Spirit to drink. . .  21 The eye cannot say to the hand, "I 
don't need you!" And the head cannot say to the feet, "I don't 
need you!" 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that 
seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and the parts that we 
think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the 
parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 
24 while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But 
God has combined the members of the body and has given 
greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25 so that there should 
be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal 
concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers 
with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 27 

Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part 
of it.  
   1 Cor 12:12-13:21-27 (NIV)  9(C) 1996, KEC

 The churches that John received messages for were 
very likely the same churches he had a pastoral relationship 
with.  His role was more than that of a visionary, it was also 
that of a pastor.  These churches were not much different than 
what we find in churches today.  

The Churches of the Revelation show us that churches are not 
Victorian parlors where everything is always picked up and 
ready for guests.  They are messy family rooms.  Entering a 
person's house unexpectedly, we are sometimes met with a 
barrage of apologies.  St. John does not apologize.  Things are 
out of order, to be sure, but that is what happens to churches 
that are lived in.  They are not show rooms.  They are living 
rooms, and if the persons living in them are sinners, there are 
going to be clothes scattered about, handprints on the wood-
work, and mud on the carpet.  Ibid., page 54.

 As we begin to look at the portraits of Jesus that 
emerge in His messages to the seven churches, remember that 
the Jesus speaking here is the same Jesus revealed in Chapter 
1.  He is the One Who walks in their midst, and holds them se-
curely in His hands.  Before we look at the first two messages, 
(those to Ephesus and Smyrna), take a few moments to review 
the picture in Revelation 1:12-20 (NIV).

The Revelation
of

Jesus Christ
As you reflect on this passage of scripture:

- Note the words or phrases that reflect the importance 
of you as an individual.

- Note the words or phrases that reflect the importance 
of you as a member of the community.

- As you think about the way spiritual life is described 
in this passage, what would God like you to experience?

- As you reflect on these verses in prayer, which verses 
speak to you  most clearly?  What does God want you to see?  
As you allow that reality to sink in, enjoy being in God's pres-
ence.  As you linger there, talk to Him about the people/things 
that He may bring to your mind.
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Jesus - The One Who Knows Them

  "To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: 
These are the words of him who holds the seven 
stars in his right hand and walks among the 
seven golden lampstands:  2I know your deeds, 
your hard work and your perseverance. I know 
that you cannot tolerate wicked men, that you 
have tested those who claim to be apostles but 
are not, and have found them false.3You have 
persevered and have endured hardships for my 
name, and have not grown weary. 4Yet I hold 
this against you: You have forsaken your first 
love.  6  Remember the height from which you 
have fallen! Repent and do the things you did 
at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you 
and remove your lampstand from its place.  
6But you have this in your favor: You hate the 
practices of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.  
7He who has an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches. To him who over-
comes, I will give the right to eat from the tree 
of life, which is in the paradise of God.

 Revelation 2:1-7(NIV)

1. Each of the messages to the seven churches opens 
with a reference to a particular part of the portrait of Jesus in 
chapter 1.  Underline the part of the portrait that is empha-
sized here.

2. Notice how each  sentence in verse 2 begins.  Com-
pare this verse with:

 John 1:47-49
 John 4:16-19
 John 10:14
 John 13:36-38
 John 20:24-28

What do all these glimpses of Jesus have in common?

3. Briefly list the things that Jesus praises the Church at 
Ephesus for:

4. In light of what you have studied in 1, 2 and 3 John, 
who do you suspect the terms "wicked men," "those who 
claim to be apostles but are not," and "Nicolaitans" are refer-
ring to? 

5. What concerns does Jesus express about the church 
at Ephesus?

6. What counsel does He give?

7. What does He say will result if they do not heed His 
counsel?  (See note to right)

8. What promise does He give to those who "over-
come"?

 

Ephesus
 Ephesus was a city known for its many prosperous trades (es-
pecially prostitution), its renowned library, and the world-famous temple 
of Artemis . . . Perhaps the most cherished personal memory of Ephesus 
is, according to tradition, that John took Jesus' mother, Mary with him 
from Jerusalem, and both settled in Ephesus, where he became the senior 
pastor of the congregation.  
Naden, Roy, The Lamb Among the Beasts, pages 66-67.

On Removing Lampstands
 When Titus sacked Jerusalem in A.D. 70, his soldiers 
stole the lampstand (known as the menorah) before they torched 
the temple.  The Romans memorialized this insult to the Jews in 
a stone relief on the inside of an arch. Ibid., page 69  Although 
John is writing 20 years later, they would still vividly remember 
the fate of those who still had the outward forms but had forgot-
ten their meaning.
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 "To the angel of the church in Smyrna 
write: 
These are the words of him who is the First 
and the Last, who died and came to life 
again  
9I know your afflictions and your poverty--
yet you are rich! I know the slander of those 
who say they are Jews and are not, but are 
a synagogue of Satan.10 Do not be afraid of 
what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the 
devil will put some of you in prison to test 
you, and you will suffer persecution for ten 
days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, 
and I will give you the crown of life.
11  He who has an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit says to the churches. He who 
overcomes will not be hurt at all by the 
second death.
 

Jesus - The One Who Knows Them
 Revelation 2:8-11(NIV)

10. Each of the messages to the seven churches opens 
with a reference to a particular part of the portrait of Jesus in 
chapter 1.  Underline the part of the portrait that is emphasized 
here.

11. Read the entire message to Smyrna.  What do these 
verses tell us about what the church was going through?

12. What does Jesus "know" according to verse 9?  (Re-
view question 2 before you respond).

13. What does Jesus say their experience is going to be?  
(Compare with John 15:15-21; 16:33)

14. What words of encouragement does Jesus give the 
church at Smyrna?

15. What does Jesus promise those who "overcome"?  

16. How does what He promises relate to their experi-
ence?

17. In both messages Jesus makes promises to those who 
"overcome."  What do you think He means by that?  (Compare 
with 1 John 5:4-5).  NOTE:  This idea of overcoming will come into 
focus more clearly as we proceed through Revelation.

Smyrna
 Smyrna, because of the geography of its harbor, 
was a city that was strong and secure under attack.  Although 
it had been destroyed in 600 B.C., it had been completely 
rebuilt as a well planned metropolis in 200 B.C.  It was sym-
bolic of a crushed city that was rebuilt to greater strength.

Reflections on Ephesus and Smyrna
 The period between Pentecost, when the real fruit of 
Jesus' ministry began to be harvested, and the close of the first 
century, when the last of those who had know Jesus personally 
would probably have died, can . . . be called the Ephesian period of 
church history.  And John, the  last of the disciples to die, probably 
the youngest of the original 12 and the only one who did not die a 
violent death, is a classic example of one who maintained his first 
love. . .  Smyrna [reflects] the period of persecution for the church . . 
. during the second and third centuries.  
     Naden, The Lamb Among The Beasts, page 69-72.
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Perceptions
(What are you seeing/hearing/sensing in this passage?)

About Jesus

As you reflect on the messages to these two churches, 
what picture of Jesus is revealed here?

About our Response to Him

How do these messages impact your life?

10. In the messages to the church there are several significant glimpses of Jesus.  Highlight one (or more) that   have 
been especially meaningful to you.  (If there is something you don't see listed, write it in and  highlight it)

a. God loves us enough to share things that are reassuring and as well as  things that are  challenging.

b. When life is difficult it is not evidence of God's absence.  We have the assurance that God is present, and that the ultimate 
outcome can be positive to those who trust Him.

c. God encourages us, even in the midst of doing great things for Him, not to loose track of our first love.  Our first love is a 
response to God's love and grace, which is the central theme of genuine Christian living.

d. ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________

**Suggestions for Further Study/Discussion/Reflection**
(for those wanting to really dig deeper)

 
11. With the help of a concordance, notice other places in the book of Revelation where "overcoming" is emphasized.  What   
common elements do you notice?  Do the other passages help define what "overcoming" means?

12. Compare what Jesus restores in the last part of the messages to Ephesus and Smyrna with what was lost in the garden of   
Eden.  What parallels do you find?

13. How does what is revealed in this passage help us when we are suffering or experiencing difficult times?


