
Women Studying Scripture a ministry of the Calimesa Seventh-day Adventist Church Lesson 21 

Preparing To Listen
 Whether it is coming to the end of a sales 
presentation or a book like Revelation, sooner or 
later most of us find ourselves asking, "What's the 
bottom line?"  When all is said and done, what is 
expected and how much does it cost?  In the midst 
of beasts and dragons, churches, seals and plagues, 
the sea of glass and the lake of fire, what is it that 
God most wants me to hear?  What is the main 
thread that is woven through this complex tapestry 
of images?
 If we listen carefully in the scriptures we can 
hear the same voice speaking that once again makes 
itself heard with clarity in the last chapter of Reve-
lation.  One of the places where this voice is echoed 
is in this passage from Isaiah 55:

"Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and 
you who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy 
wine and milk without money and without cost. 2 Why 
spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on 
what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what 
is good, and your soul will delight in the richest of fare. 
3 Give ear and come to me; hear me, that your soul 
may live. I will make an everlasting covenant with you, 
my faithful love promised to David. 4 See, I have made 
him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander 
of the peoples. 5 Surely you will summon nations you 
know not, and nations that do not know you will hasten 
to you, because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of 
Israel, for he has endowed you with splendor." 6 Seek 
the LORD while he may be found; call on him while 
he is near. 7 Let the wicked forsake his way and the 
evil man his thoughts. Let him turn to the LORD, and 
he will have mercy on him, and to our God, for he will 
freely pardon. 8 "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways," declares the LORD. 
9 "As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 
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The Revelation
of

Jesus Christ

The Invitation

 The opening words of the book of Revelation are, 
"The Revelation of Jesus Christ."  It seems only fitting that as 
the book draws to a close that Jesus Himself speaks to us once 
again.  From chapter 4 onward, Jesus is portrayed in symbols 
and powerful visual images, but at the close of the book He 
speaks to us personally.  When all is said, done, and portrayed, 
we have His final words.  In this lesson we will reflect on 
those words, the meaning that John found in them, and per-
haps the impact they have upon us as well.

ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 
thoughts. 10 As the rain and the snow come down from 
heaven, and do not return to it without watering the 
earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields 
seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 11 so is my 
word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to 
me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve 
the purpose for which I sent it. 12 You will go out in joy 
and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills will 
burst into song before you, and all the trees of the field 
will clap their hands. 13 Instead of the thornbush will 
grow the pine tree, and instead of briers the myrtle will 
grow. This will be for the Lord's renown, for an everlast-
ing sign, which will not be destroyed."

As you reflect on this passage:

-Underline the words or phrases that reflect what you detect 
the "bottom line" to be.

- Which of these impact you the most?

- As you reflect on this in prayer, what speaks to you  most 
clearly?  What does God want you to see?  As you allow that 
reality to sink in, enjoy being in God's presence.  As you linger 
there, talk to Him about the people/things that He may bring to 
your mind.
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Jesus - The One Inviting Us To Come

"Behold, I am coming soon! 
Blessed is he who keeps the words 
of the prophecy in this book." 

8 I, John, am the one who heard 
and saw these things. And when 
I had heard and seen them, I fell 
down to worship at the feet of the 
angel who had been showing them 
to me. 9 But he said to me, "Do 
not do it! I am a fellow servant 
with you and with your brothers 
the prophets and of all who keep 
the words of this book. Worship 
God!" 

10 Then he told me, "Do not seal 
up the words of the prophecy of 
this book, because the time is 
near. 11 Let him who does wrong 
continue to do wrong; let him 
who is vile continue to be vile; let 
him who does right continue to 
do right; and let him who is holy 
continue to be holy." 

12 "Behold, I am coming soon! 
My reward is with me, and I will 
give to everyone according to what 
he has done. 13 I am the Alpha 
and the Omega, the First and the 
Last, the Beginning and the End. 
14 "Blessed are those who wash 
their robes, that they may have the 
right to the tree of life and may go 
through the gates into the city. 15 
Outside are the dogs, those who 
practice magic arts, the sexually 
immoral, the murderers, the idola-
ters and everyone who loves and 
practices falsehood. 16 "I, Jesus, 
have sent my angel to give you 
this testimony for the churches. I 
am the Root and the Offspring of 
David, and the bright Morning 

 Revelation 22:7-21(NIV)

  1. What two declarations does Jesus make in verse 7.  What impact did 
they carry for John as he heard them, and for you as well?

 1

 2

2. How did John react to the impact of what he had experienced?  How 
do you account for his reaction?  (Verse 8)

3. What was the response of the Angel?  (Verse 9)  Where have you 
seen this happen before?

4. The angel had two significant things to say to John after this.  (verses 
10-11).  What were they, and what significance do they have?

 A.

 B.

5. Verses 12-16 are the closing words of Jesus.  Reflect upon them care-
fully, taking special note of:

 A. His words of assurance (12)

 B. The way He refers to Himself (13)  Where have you  
  seen this before?

 C. The way He describes those who will be saved, and  
  those who will be lost.  Note the characteristics of  
  each group: (14-15)

     Saved:    Lost:

 D. The final assurance regarding the source of the message  
  John had been given (16)
  
6. How does John summarize what we should hear as we reflect on 
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Those Who Wash Their Robes
 In the final sentences of his book John comments on those 
who are going through to the kingdom of the Lamb.  In the King 
James Version, we read that the saved will be those who have kept 
His commandments, and this parallels the thought expressed in 
Revelation 14:12.  But this is not the preferred reading, as most 
modern translations attest.  Now the more commonly we read:  
"Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the 
right to the tree of life."  (Verse 14).  Barclay has suggested a 
reason for this difference:  "In Greek the two phrases would be very 
like each other . . . In the early Greek manuscripts all the words are 
written entirely in capital letters, and there is no space left between 
the words.  If we set down the two phrases in English capital letters 
we see how closely they resemble each other:

 HOIPLUNONTESTASSTOLAS
 HOIPOIOUNTESTASENTOLAS

Those who have washed their robes is the reading of the best manu-
scripts, and it is easy to see how a scribe could make a mistake in 
copying, and could substitute the more ordinary and usual phrase."
 - Naden, The Lamb Among the Beasts, page 299-300
Yes, I am Coming Soon

83

 When Jesus promised his return, he did not intend to 
scare us out of our wits, or license a guild of prophets who would 
earn a comfortable living by making book on the time. . . The ex-
pectation of Jesus' coming provides a goal that shapes and unifies 
life in accordance with its origins in Christ, in patterns that are 
consonant with its completion in Christ.  This urgency is liberat-
ing, for it compels us to stay awake, deeply and earnestly aware 
of who we are and what we are doing, keeping us free from trivia, 
that, like the threads of the Lilliputians, can make prisoners of us 
as effectively as any ball and chain.    
 Peterson, Eugene, Reversed Thunder, page 191

Benediction
 Joyfully John then pens the last words:  "The grace of 
the Lord Jesus be with God's people.  Amen"  (verse  21)  How 
fitting that the last written words from the aged apostle would 
be about grace!  And because we have seen Jesus through every 
chapter and every vision, we too should close the pages of the 
Apocalypse breathing words of praise for the grace of the Lamb, 
who has purchased us, sustained us, and will protect us  until He 
can glorify us within the secure walls of His love in our eternal 
home.
 - Naden, The Lamb Among the Beasts, page 300

this book?  (Verse 17)  Outline the 3 "come"'s of his summary - and note how, once again, he 
presents it as a cluster of 3.

 A.

 B.

 C.

7. Who is being referred to in 6A above?

8. Who is being referred to in 6B above?  (Compare with John 1:35-51)

9. Who is being referred to in 6C above?

10. What do people receive when they respond affirmatively to the calls to   
 come?

11. What warning does John give to those who would distort the message of the   
book?  What do you think John is primarily referring to?  (verse 18-19)

12. What final testimony and blessing does John leave with us?

 Testimony - 

 Blessing - 

Star." 

17 The Spirit and the bride 
say, "Come!" And let him 
who hears say, "Come!" 
Whoever is thirsty, let him 
come; and whoever wishes, 
let him take the free gift of 
the water of life. 

18 I warn everyone who 
hears the words of the 
prophecy of this book: If 
anyone adds anything to 
them, God will add to him 
the plagues described in 
this book. 19 And if any-
one takes words away from 
this book of prophecy, God 
will take away from him 
his share in the tree of life 
and in the holy city, which 
are described in this book. 

20 He who testifies to 
these things says, "Yes, I 
am coming soon." Amen. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 21 The 
grace of the Lord Jesus be 
with God's people. Amen.
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Perceptions
(What are you seeing/hearing/sensing in this passage?)

About Jesus

As you reflect on chapter 22
what picture of Jesus is revealed here?

About our Response to Him

How does this message impact your life?

13. Chapter 22 gives us some important insights into God and His character.  Highlight one (or more) that    
have been especially meaningful to you.  (If there is something you don't see listed, write it in and  highlight it)

a. One of the great themes, expressed in the final words of Revelation, is that of invitation -- extended to all who will respond to 
the Lamb.

b. Realizing that the main point of the book is the "Revelation of Jesus, " we are warned that anyone who shifts the focus of 
the book from Jesus to other things (even revealing angels) does so at eternal risk - because salvation is all about what we do 
with Him.

c. John closes his book with a prayerful expression of hope that God's people will be surrounded with the grace of the Lord 
Jesus.  

d. ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________

**Suggestions for Further Study/Discussion/Reflection**
(for those wanting to really dig deeper)

 
14. Well, I guess you could start over from chapter one, lesson one - there is always more to learn!

15. Without worrying too much about interpreting all the details, read through the entire book once again, and see what you   
notice about the flow of pictures, symbols, images, ideas, etc.  What fresh glimpses of Jesus do you find?  


