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Preparing To Listen
 Sometimes, the most powerful evidence we have for 
the existence of some things is the experience of their absence. 
I might not realize the significance of integrity until mine 
(rightly or wrongly) is called into question.  I might not realize 
how important good health is until I have to face a chronic or 
debilitating illness.  I might not fully realize the depth of my 
love for another until I grieve their loss.  While experiences 
like these can be salvaged by a very resourceful Creator and 
used as opportunities for learning and growth, they are not 
experiences that are good in themselves.  In fact, it is their 
very lack of "goodness," and the aching, hollow feelings they 
generate, that is evidence for the existence of the very things 
that were lost.  It is because there is something better, and that 
things are not the way they should be, that we find ourselves 
yearning for what is better.
 The loss that sin has brought about is one that has 
been keenly felt, (even if it has not always been clearly identi-
fied), down through the ages.  The Good News is that God has 
already brought healing to the wound that sin opened, and that 
soon, (except for the scars that He will forever bear in His own 
hands, feet and side), the healing process will be complete.  
The kingdom of God has already spiritually broken into the 
world, soon it will do so physically as well.
 It was with the mixed sense of the ache of loss, and 
the joy of anticipation, that Bible writers looked forward to 
the time when physically as well as spiritually the kingdom of 
God would be fully present.  Notice how they expressed it:        

 "Behold, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The 
former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to 
mind. 18 But be glad and rejoice forever in what I will create, 
for I will create Jerusalem to be a delight and its people a joy. 
19 I will rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight in my people; 
the sound of weeping and of crying will be heard in it no more. 
20 "Never again will there be in it an infant who lives but a 
few days, or an old man who does not live out his years; he 
who dies at a hundred will be thought a mere youth; he who 
fails to reach a hundred will be considered accursed. 21 They 
will build houses and dwell in them; they will plant vineyards 
and eat their fruit. 22 No longer will they build houses and 
others live in them, or plant and others eat. For as the days 
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The Revelation
of

Jesus Christ

Making All Things New

 St. John's vision is of heaven.  It is not an ending, as 
we might expect, but a fresh beginning . . . The biblical story 
began, quite logically, with a beginning.  Now it draws to an 
end, not quite so logically, also with a beginning.  The sin-
ruined creation of Genesis is restored in the sacrifice-renewed 
creation of Revelation.
          - Peterson, Eugene, Reversed Thunder, page 
169

of a tree, so will be the days of my people; my chosen ones 
will long enjoy the works of their hands. 23 They will not toil 
in vain or bear children doomed to misfortune; for they will 
be a people blessed by the LORD, they and their descendants 
with them. 24 Before they call I will answer; while they are 
still speaking I will hear. 25 The wolf and the lamb will feed 
together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox, but dust will be 
the serpent's food. They will neither harm nor destroy on all 
my holy mountain," says the LORD.
    - Isaiah 65:17-25 (NIV) 
 In those days, when your numbers have increased greatly in 
the land," declares the LORD, "men will no longer say, 'The 
ark of the covenant of the LORD.' It will never enter their 
minds or be remembered; it will not be missed, nor will anoth-
er one be made. 17 At that time they will call Jerusalem The 
Throne of the LORD, and all nations will gather in Jerusalem 
to honor the name of the LORD. No longer will they follow the 
stubbornness of their evil hearts. 
    -Jeremiah 3:16-17 (NIV) 

- Underline the words or phrases that reflect both the 
ache of loss and the joy of anticipation.

- Which of these impact you the most?

- As you reflect on this in prayer, what speaks to you  
most clearly?  What does God want you to see?  As you 
allow that reality to sink in, enjoy being in God's pres-
ence.  As you linger there, talk to Him about the people/
things that He may bring to your mind.
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Jesus - The Creator Once Again

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven 
and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any 
sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out 
of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for 
her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne say-
ing, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with 
them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them 
and be their God. 4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There 
will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old 
order of things has passed away." 5 He who was seated on the 
throne said, "I am making everything new!" Then he said, "Write 
this down, for these words are trustworthy and true." 6 He said to 
me: "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning 
and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without 
cost from the spring of the water of life. 7 He who overcomes will 
inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son. 8 
But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the 
sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters 
and all liars--their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. 
This is the second death." 9 One of the seven angels who had the 
seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and said to me, 
"Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb." 10 And 
he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, 
and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God. 11 It shone with the glory of God, and its bril-
liance was like that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as 
crystal. 12 It had a great, high wall with twelve gates, and with 
twelve angels at the gates. On the gates were written the names of 
the twelve tribes of Israel. 13 There were three gates on the east, 
three on the north, three on the south and three on the west. 14 
The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the 
names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 15 The angel who talk-
ed with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city, its 
gates and its walls. 16 The city was laid out like a square, as long 
as it was wide. He measured the city with the rod and found it to 
be 12,000 stadia in length, and as wide and high as it is long. 
17 He measured its wall and it was 144 cubits thick, by man's 
measurement, which the angel was using. 18 The wall was made 
of jasper, and the city of pure gold, as pure as glass. 19 The foun-
dations of the city walls were decorated with every kind of precious 
stone. The first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the 
third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth sardonyx, the 
sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth 
topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth 

 Revelation 21-22:6 (NIV)

1. Describe what John sees in:

 vs. 1

 vs. 2

2. Who/What is being de-
scribed in verse 2?  (Compare with 
19:6-9)

3. Outline what John hears in 
verses 3-4.

4. How is the certainty and 
assurance of what John has heard and 
seen emphasized in verse 5.

5. How does Jesus describe 
Himself in verse 6?  (Compare this 
with other places where He has used 
similar words to describe Himself)

6. What two sources of thirst 
quenching, and their subsequent life-
styles, are contrasted in verses 6-8?

7.  What does the angel take 
John to see?  (vs 9-11)

8 As you enjoy reflecting 
on the description in verses 9-21, 
consider the following:

 a.  What number seems  
      to be used over and  
      over again in describ- 
      ing the New Jerusa- 
      lem?

 b.  What is the signifi- 
      cance of measuring  
      the walls?  (Recall  
      chapter 11:1, page 47 in  
      your lessons)
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The New Earth & No More Sea
 All that has been contaminated with sin must be replaced.  
The crust of the earth and the atmosphere constantly befouled by 
our industries will be replaced.  Then the earth will be as verdant 
as the original Eden, and the sky above more pure than any we 
have experienced.  John adds that in this re-creation there will not 
be any sea.  Barclay commented:  "The sea is always an enemy.  
The Egyptians saw the seas as the power which swallowed up the 
waters of the Nile, and left the fields sterile and barren and unfruit-
ful for the want of water.  In the old myths and legends the sea is an 
enemy, hostile to man, container of the forces of chaos and destruc-
tion . . ."
 The sea is the first of seven evils John names, which in 
this new heaven and new earth state will cease to exist as eternal 
Sabbath rest begins.  The other six are death, mourning, weeping, 
pain, curse, and night.
 - Naden, The Lamb Among the Beasts, page 290-291

No More Temple
 When the New Jerusalem settles on this earth with the 
Lamb in the midst surrounded by the redeemed, they will experi-
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ence literally what the ancient tabernacle had symbolized through 
the shekinah in the Most Holy Place.  For centuries that radiant 
glow hovered above the mercy seat of the ark of the covenant, 
showing that God dwelt with His people, abiding in that humble 
house made with human hands.  But after He returns, "the dwell-
ing of God is with men, and he will live with them" (Rev. 21:3).   
       
Ibid., 292.
The Holy City
 . . . Descending out of heaven we see the city as a com-
munity in adoration, ready to receive God's love in faithfulness, 
a bride adorned for her husband!  Heaven is a holy city living in 
harmony with God; heaven is a virgin bride, alive in intimacy with 
God; and the city and bride are us . . .We are not, apparently, to 
think of heaven along the lines of Valhalla: great heroes carrying 
trophies, swept into heavenly honor in a swirl of breathtaking leg-
end.  If heaven is for such people, it will not have much to do with 
my life.  But nothing in the life of faith or the vision suggests that.  
Simeon and Reuben (surely not them!) are building materials for 
heaven, as are Bartholomew and Thaddeaus (who are they?).  
Such being the case, there is nothing . . . about my life that is not, 
even now, being fashioned into the foundation stones and entrance 
gates of heaven..
 - Peterson, Eugene, Reversed Thunder., pages 176-177

amethyst. 21 The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of 
a single pearl. The great street of the city was of pure gold, like trans-
parent glass. 22 I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord 
God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 23 The city does not 
need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives 
it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 24 The nations will walk by its 
light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it. 25 
On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. 
26 The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it. 27 
Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is 
shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the 
Lamb's book of life.

(Rev 22:1-6 NIV)  Then the angel showed me the river of the water 
of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the 
Lamb 2 down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side 
of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding 
its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of 
the nations. 3 No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God 
and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. 
4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 
There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp 
or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And 
they will reign for ever and ever. 6 The angel said to me, "These 
words are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God of the spirits of 
the prophets, sent his angel to show his servants the things that 
must soon take place."

9. What is conspicuously 
absent in the New Jerusalem?  Why is 
it missing?

10. What images from the other 
writings of John do you recognize in 
verses 22-27?

11. Who are those who belong 
in the city?  (verse 27, last half.  Com-
pare again with 20:15)

12. Describe what the angel 
shows John in 22:1-5  Take note 
of:

 a.  What number   
      predominates in the  
      descriptions?

 b.  What images from  
       other parts of the  
      Bible are found here?

13. What assurances of the reliability of what he was seeing did John receive?  (vs 6)
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Perceptions
(What are you seeing/hearing/sensing in this passage?)

About Jesus

As you reflect on chapter 21-22:6
what picture of Jesus is revealed here?

About our Response to Him

How does this message impact your life?

14. Chapters  21-22 gives us some important insights into God and His character.  Highlight one (or more) that    
have been especially meaningful to you.  (If there is something you don't see listed, write it in and  highlight it)

a. In contrast to the harlot/Babylon who is destined for destruction, as presented in previous chapters, we are described as the 
Bride of Christ, the New Jerusalem, destined for an eternity of fellowship with God.  

b. There is no temple in the New Earth, because we will be living with the reality to which the temple symbols pointed!  

c. There is a final and complete end to all that sin has brought upon us.  But even more, there is a  glorious new beginning in a 
New Earth.

d. ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________

**Suggestions for Further Study/Discussion/Reflection**
(for those wanting to really dig deeper)

 
15. Revelation deals with great contrasting images.  Compare and contrast the images of the Harlot and the Bride of Christ; that 
of Babylon and the New Jerusalem.  What additional insights does this comparison yield?

16. Compare and contrast  Genesis 1-3 with Revelation 21-22.  What parallels and insights do you notice?


