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Preparing To Listen
 When it  seems as though events in our lives  
gang up on us, and we are anxious or feeling over-
whelmed, keeping things balanced and in perspec-
tive is not always easy.  We need "reality checks," and 
perhaps even a few words of reassurance, to help get 
our bearings once again. 
  Few people in scripture knew and expressed 
this as well as David did.  Notice how he describes this 
experience in the passage below:

Psalm 3 (NIV)
A psalm of David. When he fled from his son Absalom.

 O LORD, how many are my foes! How many rise up 
against me! 2 Many are saying of me, "God will not 
deliver him." Selah 

3 But you are a shield around me, O LORD; you bestow 
glory on me and lift up my head. 4 To the LORD I cry 
aloud, and he answers me from his holy hill. Selah 

5 I lie down and sleep; I wake again, because the LORD 
sustains me. 6 I will not fear the tens of thousands 
drawn up against me on every side. 

7 Arise, O LORD! Deliver me, O my God! Strike all my 
enemies on the jaw; break the teeth of the wicked. 8 
From the LORD comes deliverance. May your blessing 
be on your people. Selah

As you reflect on this passage of scripture:

- Underline the words or phrases that indicate the 
kind of stress David was experiencing.

- Take a few moments to list below, or on a separate 
sheet of paper, those things in your life that seem to be "ris-
ing up against you."
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 The path that opened before the early church was 
all that Jesus said it would be.  The author of Revelation 
recorded in his gospel these words of Jesus, spoken to His 
disciples on the eve of the crucifixion: 

  "If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated 
me first.  If you belonged to the world it would love you as 
its own.  As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have 
chosen you . . . if they persecuted me, they will persecute 
you also."  John 15:18-20 (NIV).

Not only did this young church face the hostility of the 
Jewish community, it  experienced the opposition of the 
Roman Empire as well.  In some places, those who refused to 
acknowledge the emperor as Lord could be put to death, an 
offense for which many in the young church lost their lives.  
In comparison with the might and power of the Roman Em-
pire, the church  seemed very small and insignificant.  It was 
a community of believers very much in need of a message of 
encouragement and hope.  It is  such a message that we find 
in the first portrait of Jesus given to John, which he shares 
with us.

JESUS - THE GOD WHO 
IS STILL WITH US

The Revelation
of

Jesus Christ
- Circle the words or phrases that provide insight into 
what it was that gave David such confidence even in the 
midst of difficult times.

- Describe the picture of God David portrays for us in 
this Psalm

- As you reflect on these verses in prayer, which 
verses speak to you most clearly?  What does God most want 
you to see?  As you allow that reality to sink in, enjoy being 
in God's presence.  As you linger there, talk to Him about the 
people/things that He may bring to your mind.
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Opening Up The Passage

I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering 
and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in 
Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word 
of God and the testimony of Jesus. 10 On the Lord's Day 
I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice 
like a trumpet, 11 which said: "Write on a scroll what 
you see and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, 
Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia 
and Laodicea." 12 I turned around to see the voice that 
was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven 
golden lampstands, 13 and among the lampstands was 
someone "like a son of man," dressed in a robe reach-
ing down to his feet and with a golden sash around 
his chest. 14 His head and hair were white like wool, 
as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 15 

His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his 
voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 16 In his 
right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth 
came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the 
sun shining in all its brilliance. 17 When I saw him, I 
fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right 
hand on me and said: "Do not be afraid. I am the First 
and the Last. 18 I am the Living One; I was dead, and 
behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys 
of death and Hades. 19 "Write, therefore, what you have 
seen, what is now and what will take place later. 20 The 
mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right 
hand and of the seven golden lampstands is this: The 
seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the 
seven lampstands are the seven churches.

 Revelation 1:9-20 (NIV)

Read through the entire passage first, and then 
use the following questions to help unpack the 
picture of Jesus you find there.

1.   How does John identify himself to 
those he is writing to?  What insight does this 
give you into what they were experiencing?  
(Verse 9)

Verse 10 describes what happened to John "in 
the Spirit."  While we don't know exactly what 
it was John experienced at this point, (vision, 
dream, or some other supernatural event) 
what is clear, and  most important,  is the con-
tent of what he saw and shared.

2. What made John aware that he was 
not alone?

3. What does the Voice tell him to do?

4. Who is to receive the material?

5. Describe Who and what John saw.   
  More specifically:  (Verses 12-
16)

 a.  Where was the Person situated?

 b.  What did the Person "look" like?

Hair

Eyes

Feet

Voice

Hands
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Sword in Mouth

Face

NOTE:  Read Song of Solomon 7:1-7 for a descriptive example that ex-
presses quality rather than actual appearance.  What insight does this give 
you into what John is communicating here?

6. What was John's reaction?  (Verse 17)

7. How did Jesus respond?

 Do _______  be  ________________.

 A.  I am the _________ and the ______________

 B.  I am the ________________  ________  I was

       __________, and behold, I am _____________
       
       for ever and ever!

 C.  And I hold the __________ to _____________

       and ____________.

8.  What aspects of the portrait of Jesus are high-
lighted in the interaction between John and Jesus in verses 
17-18?

9. Describe how verse 20 contains words of great 
encouragement, both to the church in John's day, and ours 
as well:

** Using Revelation 1:11 as your guide, draw a line to trace the route this letter would travel to the seven churches **

The Lord's Day
 In Revelation 1:10, John mentions that he is in the  
Spirit on the Lord's Day.  Many churches today believe that 
John was referring to Sunday, because that is the day that 
Jesus rose from the dead.  There is, however, nothing in the 
Gospel of John, or anywhere in the New Testament that would 
give us any indication that Sunday was regarded in this way.  
It was not until several hundred years later that Sunday was 
referred to as the Lord's Day.  The most natural reading of the 
passage in its historical context would lead us to assume that 
John was referring to the Sabbath.  Whatever day it was, it has 
little or no relevance to what is recorded in the remainder of 
the chapter..
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Perceptions
(What are you seeing/hearing/sensing in this passage?)

About Jesus

As you reflect on this passage, 
what picture of  Jesus is revealed here?

About our Response to Him

How does this passage impact your life?

10. Several different aspects of the picture of Jesus presented in this passage are listed below.  Highlight one (or more) that   
have been especially meaningful to you.  (If there is something you don't see listed, write it in and   highlight it)

a. When we sense  God's presence, even though it may scare us to death at times, Jesus first words to us are "Do not be 
afraid."

b. Jesus assures us that when we fear for our lives, we need not be afraid.  He has already been over the road ahead of us,  
and He alone has the keys of death and the grave.

c. Jesus is pictured as walking in our midst (the churches) and holding us in His hands (the stars).

d. ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________

**Suggestions for Further Study/Discussion/Reflection**
(for those wanting to really dig deeper)

 
11. Using a concordance, look at other places in the Bible where God tells His people "Do not be afraid."  What additional   
insight does this give you into the picture of  Jesus that we find in Revelation 1?

12. Compare the picture of Jesus here with the work of the High Priest in the sanctuary.  What additional aspects does this add to   
the picture of Jesus you find here?


