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Preparing To Listen
 "You better not pout, you better not cry, you 
better be good, I'm telling you why . . ."  What child, 
knowing that their behavior has been less than ex-
emplary at times,  has not been mildly terrorized by 
the words to that song?  It gets worse.  "He's making 
a list, checking it twice [no hope for escape here], 
gonna find out who's naughty or nice . . ."  If that 
is not enough, the song goes on to merrily declare, 
"He sees you when you're sleeping.  He knows when 
you're awake.  He knows just who's been bad or 
good, so be good for goodness sake!"
 It would almost be amusing, if it wasn't for 
the fact that, for many of God's people, they have 
come to view the final judgement the same way.  As 
they read in Revelation 20:12, "and I saw the dead 
both great and small standing before the throne, and 
the books were opened. . .", somewhere in the back 
of their mind is playing, "making a list . . . checking 
it twice . . .", knowing that if He is, we are sunk!
 It would be wonderful if, instead of that 
tune,  these words were playing in the back of our 
minds when we consider the judgement:

 "I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and 
believes him who sent me has eternal life and will 
not be condemned; he has crossed over from death 
to life. 25 I tell you the truth, a time is coming and 
has now come when the dead will hear the voice of 
the Son of God and those who hear will live. 26 For 
as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted 
the Son to have life in himself. 27 And he has given 
him authority to judge because he is the Son of 
Man.
     John 5:24-27 (NIV) 
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The Revelation
of

Jesus Christ
- Underline the words or phrases that reflect our 
"standing" in the judgement.

- Which phrase/word impacts you the most?

- Compare this passage with your own internal 
reaction to the thought of "standing before God in 
judgement."  How do you account for any differ-
ences between the two pictures?

- As you reflect on this in prayer, what speaks to 
you  most clearly?  What does God want you to see?  
As you allow that reality to sink in, enjoy being in 
God's presence.  As you linger there, talk to Him 
about the people/things that He may bring to your 

Before the Judgement Throne

 Revelation 20 describes the final closing of the book, 
the last chapter in the controversy that has been raged on the 
earth since sin first entered.  God has stood up and redeemed 
His people.  The great power of Babylon has collapsed under 
its own weight.  All that remains is closure.  That is what John 
describes in chapter 20.

 Revelation 20 has four sections.  Section 1 (verses 
1-3) describes the binding of Satan for 1,000 years.  Section 
2 (verses 4-6) describes the 1,000-year reign of the saints 
with the Lamb. Section 3 (verses 7-10) details the events that 
transpire at the end of the 1,000 years, including the final 
destruction of Satan and the lost.  Section 4 is the vision of the 
judgment at the great white throne (verses 11-15).
  -Naden, The Lamb Among The Beasts, page 276

Read through the chapter, noting the sections, before you begin.
.
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Jesus - The One Who Is The Judge

(Rev 20 NIV)  And I saw an angel coming down out of heav-
en, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a 
great chain. 2 He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who 
is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. 
3 He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over 
him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the 
thousand years were ended. After that, he must be set free for a 
short time. 4 I saw thrones on which were seated those who had 
been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those who 
had been beheaded because of their testimony for Jesus and be-
cause of the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or 
his image and had not received his mark on their foreheads or 
their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thou-
sand years. 5 (The rest of the dead did not come to life until 
the thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection. 6 
Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrec-
tion. The second death has no power over them, but they will be 
priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a thou-
sand years. 

 7 When the thousand years are over, Satan will be re-
leased from his prison 8 and will go out to deceive the nations 
in the four corners of the earth--Gog and Magog--to gather 
them for battle. In number they are like the sand on the sea-
shore. 9 They marched across the breadth of the earth and sur-
rounded the camp of God's people, the city he loves. But fire 
came down from heaven and devoured them. 10 And the devil, 
who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, 
where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They 
will be tormented day and night for ever and ever. 

 11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was 
seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there 
was no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and 
small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. 
Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead 
were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the 
books. 13 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death 
and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each per-
son was judged according to what he had done. 14 Then death 
and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is 
the second death. 15 If anyone's name was not found written in 
the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

 Revelation 20 (NIV)
1. What events are described 
in the first section (verses 1-3)?  Out-
line them briefly:

2. What additional informa-
tion about events at the beginning 
of the 1,000 years do we find in the 
second section (verses 4-6)?  Specifi-
cally:

 a.  Who is the group being  
      referred to?

 b.  Where have you seen  
       them before? 

 c.  What did they experi 
       ence at the beginning of  
       the 1,000 year period?

 d.  What are they described  
      as doing during this  
      time?

3. How do the following texts 
give us clues as to how  Satan is 
"bound"?

 a.   2 Thes 1:8; 2:6-8

 b.  Matt 13:30, 49

4. In the third section, (verses 
7-10), what has happened in order 
for Satan to now be "unbound"?  (see 
verse 5)

5. How does John describe 
what happens when Satan is unbound 
(verses 7-11)
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Chronology of Chapter 20
 Having noted the natural divisions, one is immediately 
struck by the fact that a judgment of the lost is described after they 
have been finally destroyed!  Commentators approach this incon-
gruity in a variety of ways, but the simplest explanation is probably 
the best.  John does not mean us to take the various segments of 
these final vignettes in chronological sequence any more than we 
have done in the earlier visions.  For example, we noted in chapters 
6 and 7 that John pictures the return of Jesus followed nonchrono-
logically with the sealing of the 144,000.  This is typical apoca-
lyptic.  We ought not to be disturbed by disjunctive chronology in 
this chapter after having already seen examples in the previous 
chapters.
 - Naden, The Lamb Among the Beasts, page 276-277

A Thousand Years
 We have seen throughout this work that numbers for John 
are first qualitative and sometimes, but not always, quantitative as 
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6. What scene does John describe in the fourth and final sec-
tion (verses 11-15)?  Specifically:

 a.  What/Who is central to the picture?

 b.  Who is gathered here?  (This group is contrasted   
     with the group in verse 4)

 c.  What was reviewed during this time?

 d.  What specific record is mentioned by name, and      
      what weight did it carry in the proceedings? 

 e.  As a result of these proceedings, what is done away   
     with forever?

7.   Where are God's people as events in the fourth section are 
occurring?

8 What do you think the scene looked like from their per-
spective?

9. What do you think the scene looked like from God's per-
spective?

well.  First, we should observe that 1,000 is 10 x 10 x 10 --at last 
the saints joy is complete, complete, complete as they begin their 
eternity with the Lord Jesus.
 Plato's Republic has a brief passage that illustrates 
this qualitative notion of completeness.  Socrates mentioned sin-
ners who were "weeping and lamenting" for "a thousand years," 
(which he adds is 10 times a "full life of 100 years").  John's 
thousand years spell the end or "completeness" of the wild and 
agonizing history of sin.  Thus the idea of 1,000, a multiple of the 
numeral 10, symbolizing  full completeness, has a long history, 
one that was well established before John wrote the Apocalypse. . .
 How should we view the 1,000 years today?  As a 
symbol of completeness only?  As meaning 1,000 solar years?  Or 
360,000 or 365,000 solar years?  Each student of the Apocalypse 
must make a personal choice . . . The 1,000 years should certainly 
be viewed first as qualitative, a symbol of the completeness of the 
plan of salvation.  Whether it also has a quantitative meaning, 
either literal time or prophetic time, is something only the future 
will confirm.
 Naden, The Lamb Among The Beasts, pages 277-278

The Binding of Satan
 The binding of Satan is a symbol not unlike some we use 
in the West today.  If someone wishes to do something but through 
circumstances cannot, he or she might say, "My hands are tied."  
If there is something that a person wishes to say but feels com-
pelled not to say, he or she might comment, "My lips are sealed."  
In neither case is there anything literal about the words.  But they 
are perfectly understandable metaphors.
 In the case of Satan it is quite obvious that a gargantuan 
set of circumstances has just occurred.  All earth's inhabitants 
who have rejected Jesus, (symbolized by Babylon, beast, and false 
prophet) have been annihilated.  His ugly experiment on this way-
ward planet has come to naught, and Satan at that moment will 
stand, as he once did in heaven, with only the angels who sided 
with him in the heavenly dispute.  Together, bound by the circum-
stances of the death of the lost at the coming of Jesus, they must sit 
in "lonely confinement" for the millennium. . . 
 John states that at the end of the millennium Satan will 
be unsealed or released from his prison (verse 7).  This confirms 
the words of verse 3 that Satan's "chaining" will last for just the 
millennium, and then he will be released for a short time.  It was 
observed earlier that it is the death of the rejecters of God's love 
that causes Satan's binding. For the first time in his connection 
with the earth he will have no one to tempt, no one to model his 
character of rebellion.  It is only the reversal of the circumstances 
that bound Satan that can release him, and that means a resur-
rection . . .The second resurrection is the resurrection of the lost.  
They are raised so that they can answer for their own choices.   
During the millennium it will be confirmed beyond any doubt that 
they chose not to accept Jesus and thus have sentenced themselves 
to eternal death . . . The judgment at the great white throne does 
not make any arbitrary decisions.  It simply recognizes each per-
son's decision about Jesus.
   - Ibid., page 280, 284-285.
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Perceptions
(What are you seeing/hearing/sensing in this passage?)

About Jesus

As you reflect on chapter 20
what picture of Jesus is revealed here?

About our Response to Him

How does this message impact your life?

10. Chapter 20 gives us some important insights into God and His character.  Highlight one (or more) that    
have been especially meaningful to you.  (If there is something you don't see listed, write it in and  highlight it)

a. At the time of final judgement, God's people are not pictured standing before a throne awaiting sentence, but sitting with 
Christ in heaven, reviewing the fate of those who had persecuted them.

b. Even though their lives are reviewed in detail, the ultimate destiny of the wicked is determined by whether or not their name 
appears in the Lamb's book.

c. With the final judgment, closure is brought to the tragedy that sin had created.  The grave, and death itself, are done away 
with forever.

d. ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________

**Suggestions for Further Study/Discussion/Reflection**
(for those wanting to really dig deeper)

 
11. Compare Ezekiel 38 & 39 with Revelation 19 & 20.  Taken note of Naden's comments on page 286 of The Lamb Among the 
Beasts, take note of any parallels you find.

12. Compare Revelation 20:4 with Ephesians 2:6-7.  What insights does this give you about the place of the saints in the midst of 
the drama described in Revelation?


