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Preparing To Listen
 From the bouncy exuberance of children to 
the  steady faithful expectancy of later years, rich 
and meaningful is the experience of anticipation. 
The assurance of looking forward encourages and 
strengthens when the present is wearying or even 
overwhelming.  Anticipation, by placing now in the 
perspective of then,  helps us to keep on keeping on.  
 Anticipation was a big part of the ministry 
of Jesus.  The miracle that announced the beginning 
of His ministry at a wedding in Cana of Galilee, 
(John 2:1-11),  anticipated a much greater celebra-
tion in the future. As He gathered His disciples 
together on the eve of His crucifixion, the air was 
heavy with anticipation once again.  Luke records it 
like this:

  When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles 
reclined at the table. 15 And he said to them, "I have 
eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before 
I suffer. 16 For I tell you, I will not eat it again until 
it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God." 17 After 
taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, "Take this 
and divide it among you. 18 For I tell you I will not 
drink again of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom 
of God comes." 19 And he took bread, gave thanks 
and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This is 
my body given for you; do this in remembrance of 
me."
    -Luke 22:14-19 (NIV) 

- Underline the words or phrases that reflect the 
experience of anticipation being realized.

-  Highlight the words or phrases that express future 
anticipations.
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The Revelation
of

Jesus Christ
- How does the experience of anticipation add to the 
richness of what they were experiencing together 
that evening?

- How does your participation in that anticipation 
impact your own spiritual experience?

- As you reflect on this in prayer, what speaks to 
you  most clearly?  What does God want you to see?  
As you allow that reality to sink in, enjoy being in 
God's presence.  As you linger there, talk to Him 

The Marriage Supper of the Lamb

 In the opening events of chapter 19, Psalm 23:5 finds 
its most complete fulfillment.   You prepare a table before me 
in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; 
my cup overflows.  (NIV).  In the midst of the scene, as all the 
apparent glories of Babylon crumble away, God's people are 
invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.  In the presence 
of their enemies, God's people have a table richly prepared for 
them.  Follow the unfolding of this theme in the first part of 
this chapter:

1. What does verse one tell you about the size of the group 
portrayed here?

2. Briefly outline what this group says in verses 1-3
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Jesus - Loving Husband & Mighty Deliverer

(Rev 19 NIV)  After this I heard what sounded like the roar 
of a great multitude in heaven shouting: "Hallelujah! Salva-
tion and glory and power belong to our God, 2 for true and 
just are his judgments. He has condemned the great prostitute 
who corrupted the earth by her adulteries. He has avenged on 
her the blood of his servants." 3 And again they shouted: "Hal-
lelujah! The smoke from her goes up for ever and ever." 4 The 
twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and 
worshiped God, who was seated on the throne. And they cried: 
"Amen, Hallelujah!" 5 Then a voice came from the throne, 
saying: "Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear 
him, both small and great!" 6 Then I heard what sounded like 
a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud 
peals of thunder, shouting: "Hallelujah! For our Lord God Al-
mighty reigns. 7 Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! 
For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made 
herself ready. 8 Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to 
wear." (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.) 
9 Then the angel said to me, "Write: 'Blessed are those who are 
invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!'" And he added, 
"These are the true words of God." 10 At this I fell at his feet to 
worship him. But he said to me, "Do not do it! I am a fellow 
servant with you and with your brothers who hold to the testi-
mony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the 
spirit of prophecy."

 11 I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white 
horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he 
judges and makes war. 12 His eyes are like blazing fire, and on 
his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that 
no one knows but he himself. 13 He is dressed in a robe dipped 
in blood, and his name is the Word of God. 14 The armies of 
heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed 
in fine linen, white and clean. 15 Out of his mouth comes a 
sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. "He will 
rule them with an iron scepter." He treads the winepress of the 
fury of the wrath of God Almighty. 16 On his robe and on his 
thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD 
OF LORDS. 17 And I saw an angel standing in the sun, who 
cried in a loud voice to all the birds flying in midair, "Come, 
gather together for the great supper of God, 18 so that you may 
eat the flesh of kings, generals, and mighty men, of horses and 
their riders, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, small 
and great." 19 Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth 

 Revelation 19 (NIV)
3. What response came from 
heaven to the multitude's proclaima-
tion? (verses 4-5)

4. How does John again de-
scribe this group of people? (Verse 6). 
What does this tell you about the size 
of this group?

 

5. As the multitude re-
sponds, (verses 6-8),

 a.  What specific things  
 were they praising God  
 for?

 b.  What did they  indi- 
 cate their response  
 should be?

6. What does the angel 
specifically instruct John to write 
down?  (Verses 8-10)  What sig-
nificance do you find in this?

7. How did John respond 
to what he was seeing?   How 
did the angel help him towards a 
more appropriate response?  What 
can we learn from this?
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8. What new symbolic expres-
sion takes shape in verses 11-16?   How 
does this theme compliment the one that 
came before?

 a.  What symbols do you   
 recognize from earlier   
 chapters in Revelation?

 b.  What is the significance of  
 the way the rider and those  
 who follow him are dressed?

Smoke Going Up Forever
 After the assurance that justice has been done, the second 
hallelujah repeats a phrase from the third angel's message.  The 
smoke of Babylon's funeral pyre ascends for ever (Rev. 19:3; cf. 
14:11).  The phrase is repeated again in slightly different words in 
the description of the fate of the devil at the close of the millennium 
(Rev. 20:10).
 Does this mean that there will be a billowing smokestack 
for eternity, a reminder of the fate of those who rebel against God?  
Will the wicked be slowly burned, but not consumed, for ever and 
ever?  The phrase "for ever and ever" (or "for ever") was some-
times employed by the Hebrews in ways quite divergent to Western-
ers.  To us it means "time without end," but not necessarily so in 
the East.  You can catch various meanings of this phrase in the Old 
Testament.
 When Hannah brought her child Samuel to the taber-
nacle, she intended he should spend his life in the service of God 
in His holy sanctuary.  She left him to serve God "for ever" (1 Sam. 
1:22, KJV).  The obvious meaning of the expression in that setting 
is "as long as life lasts."  And Samuel served God all his life.  To the 
Hebrew mind that meant "for ever."
 Jonah described his experience in the sea creature as 
lasting "for ever" (Jonah 2:6, KJV).  . . In this case the phrase 
simply means "until God's purpose has been accomplished." . . .
 The third meaning of the phrase is the one with which we 
associate the word "eternity," that is, time without end.
 Whenever we read "for ever" in Scripture, we must seek 
to understand which of the three meanings applies.  IN the case of 
the words in Revelation describing the fate of the wicked, it would 
appear there are two ideas, both "as long as life lasts" and "until 
God's purpose has been accomplished."  Fire does not preserve; it 
destroys.  The smoke of the fires of that final hell will spiral toward 
heaven just as long as there is something to burn.  Then the fires 
will go out, and as we read in Revelation 21, God will re-create the 

The Marriage Supper
 The image of marriage immediately develops into an im-
age of a marriage supper:  the saved are not only the Bride, they are 
the guests at the ceremony that celebrates the unique joining of inti-
macy and faithfulness that is marriage.  In St. John's Gospel, Jesus' 
first sign is given at a marriage supper in Cana, where he turned 
the waters of purification into the wine of blessing; his last meeting 
with his disciples was a resurrection breakfast on Galilee beach.  St. 
Mark shows Jesus at supper with sinners, scandalizing the sensi-
bilities of the Pharisees.  In St. Luke's Gospel, the Easter evening 
supper at Emmaus reveals the Savior to Cleopas and his friend. 
. . At the last meal Jesus ate with his disciples, he commanded its 
repeated continuation, so that they might accurately remember what 
they had experienced in him ("do this in remembrance of me") and 
unwaveringly expect what he was yet to do ("until I come").
      - Peterson, Reversed Thunder, page 156
 
The Warrior on The White Horse
 The warrior Messiah, seated on the white horse, "learned 
the art of war fare," as St. Hillary so neatly put it, "when he over-
came the world."  He has a single weapon, his word.  He wages war 
by what he says, which is an articulation of who he is.  His name is 
written on garment and thigh:  he is well-identified.
 This is the identical war that St. Paul found himself in [2 
Cor 10:3-5].  When the sword-word came from Jesus' mouth in the 
Capernaum synagogue, the demoniac was not slain, but delivered 
(Mark 1:21-28).  When the sharp sword-word issued from Jesus's 
mouth in the Gaderene cemetery, the demoniac, Legion, was not 
slaughtered but saved (Mark 5:1-20).  We who accompany Jesus 
across the mountains and through the valleys of salvation are per-
mitted no other weapons.
    -Ibid., page 164 
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and their armies gathered together to make war against 
the rider on the horse and his army. 20 But the beast 
was captured, and with him the false prophet who had 
performed the miraculous signs on his behalf. With these 
signs he had deluded those who had received the mark 
of the beast and worshiped his image. The two of them 
were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur. 21 
The rest of them were killed with the sword that came out 
of the mouth of the rider on the horse, and all the birds 
gorged themselves on their flesh.

9. What great contrast to the marriage supper of the Lamb in described in verses 17-21?

10. What final outcome is described in these same verses (17-21)?

earth, restoring it to Edenic perfection.
 Naden, The Lamb Among The Beasts, pages 261-262



72(C) 1997, KEC

Perceptions
(What are you seeing/hearing/sensing in this passage?)

About Jesus

As you reflect on chapter 19
what picture of Jesus is revealed here?

About our Response to Him

How does this message impact your life?

11. Chapter 19 gives us some important insights into God and His character.  Highlight one (or more) that    
have been especially meaningful to you.  (If there is something you don't see listed, write it in and  highlight it)

a. At the very end all will take part in one of two great suppers, the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, (provided for the benefit of 
all who have responded to God's grace;  or the Great Supper of God, sadly provided for the benefit of the birds of the air.

b. God describes His ultimate reunion with His people in terms of a husband looking forward to receiving his bride. 

c. The angel in chapter 19 gently reminds us that no matter what contributions other created beings make to one another, only 
God is the one worthy to receive adoration and worship.

d. ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________

**Suggestions for Further Study/Discussion/Reflection**
(for those wanting to really dig deeper)

 
12. Compare the imagery of the marriage supper of the Lamb with the other places in the Gospels where Jesus uses the image of   
marriage to describe the kingdom of God.  What insights do you find?  (A concordance will assist you in finding these.)
  


