
Women Studying Scripture a ministry of the Calimesa Seventh-day Adventist Church Lesson 17 

Preparing To Listen
 Few things are more frustrating than being 
quoted out of context.  Words or actions mean, and 
are understood, very differently depending on their 
context.  Lifting them out of their context obscures 
the truth and leads to misunderstanding.  A parent 
who does not allow their son/daughter to attend a 
particular event may on the one hand be exhibit-
ing cruel behavior, or on the other hand redemptive 
discipline.  What makes the difference is the context 
of the behavior.
 When we reflect on God's dealings with 
people, attending to context is one of our greatest 
needs, and our greatest challenges.  This is par-
ticularly true when it comes to understanding the 
themes of judgement.   As you reflect on the follow-
ing passage, what does it tell you about the "con-
text" of God's words and actions?

 "Listen to me, O Jacob, Israel, whom I have called: I 
am he; I am the first and I am the last. 13 My own hand 
laid the foundations of the earth, and my right hand 
spread out the heavens; when I summon them, they all 
stand up together. 14 "Come together, all of you, and 
listen: Which of the idols has foretold these things? The 
Lord's chosen ally will carry out his purpose against 
Babylon; his arm will be against the Babylonians. 15 I, 
even I, have spoken; yes, I have called him. I will bring 
him, and he will succeed in his mission. 16 "Come near 
me and listen to this: "From the first announcement I 
have not spoken in secret; at the time it happens, I am 
there." And now the Sovereign LORD has sent me, with 
his Spirit. 17 This is what the LORD says-- your Re-
deemer, the Holy One of Israel: "I am the LORD your 
God, who teaches you what is best for you, who directs 
you in the way you should go. 18 If only you had paid 
attention to my commands, your peace would have been 
like a river, your righteousness like the waves of the sea. 
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The Collapse of Babylon

 In the wake of the 7 plagues of chapter 16, chapter 
17, using two very graphic images, focuses our attention on 
the collapse of the false power structure that had opposed 
God's people.    The opposition is portrayed in several guises, 
including dragon, beast, false prophet, and a woman and a 
city both of which are called Babylon.  After the presentation 
of the seven bowls, John proceeds to detail the fall of each of 
these five:  the woman Babylon in chapter 17, the city Babylon 
in chapter 18, the beast and false prophet in chapter 19, and 
the dragon in chapter 20.
  - Naden, The Lamb Among the Beasts, page 237.

The Revelation
of

Jesus Christ
19 Your descendants would have been like the sand, your 
children like its numberless grains; their name would 
never be cut off nor destroyed from before me." 20 Leave 
Babylon, flee from the Babylonians! Announce this with 
shouts of joy and proclaim it. Send it out to the ends of 
the earth; say, "The LORD has redeemed his servant 
Jacob." 21 They did not thirst when he led them through 
the deserts; he made water flow for them from the rock; 
he split the rock and water gushed out. 22 "There is no 
peace," says the LORD, "for the wicked."
    -Isa 48:12-22 (NIV) 

- Underline the words or phrases that give you important con-
textual clues about what the passage says.

-  Highlight the words or phrases that express God's desire for 
His people.

- Which of the marked phrases speak to you with the greatest 
meaning?  Explain.

 As you reflect on this in prayer, what speaks to you  most 
clearly?  What does God want you to see?  As you allow that 
reality to sink in, enjoy being in God's presence.  As you linger 
there, talk to Him about the people/things that He may bring to 
your mind.
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Jesus - The One Who Calls Us Out

(Rev 17 NIV)  One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls 
came and said to me, "Come, I will show you the punishment 
of the great prostitute, who sits on many waters. 2 With her the 
kings of the earth committed adultery and the inhabitants of the 
earth were intoxicated with the wine of her adulteries." 3 Then the 
angel carried me away in the Spirit into a desert. There I saw a 
woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was covered with blasphe-
mous names and had seven heads and ten horns. 4 The woman 
was dressed in purple and scarlet, and was glittering with gold, 
precious stones and pearls. She held a golden cup in her hand, 
filled with abominable things and the filth of her adulteries. 5 
This title was written on her forehead: MYSTERY BABYLON 
THE GREAT THE MOTHER OF PROSTITUTES AND OF THE 
ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 6 I saw that the woman 
was drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of those who 
bore testimony to Jesus. When I saw her, I was greatly aston-
ished. 7 Then the angel said to me: "Why are you astonished? 
I will explain to you the mystery of the woman and of the beast 
she rides, which has the seven heads and ten horns. 8 The beast, 
which you saw, once was, now is not, and will come up out of 
the Abyss and go to his destruction. The inhabitants of the earth 
whose names have not been written in the book of life from the 
creation of the world will be astonished when they see the beast, 
because he once was, now is not, and yet will come. 9 "This calls 
for a mind with wisdom. The seven heads are seven hills on which 
the woman sits. 10 They are also seven kings. Five have fallen, 
one is, the other has not yet come; but when he does come, he 
must remain for a little while. 11 The beast who once was, and 
now is not, is an eighth king. He belongs to the seven and is go-
ing to his destruction. 12 "The ten horns you saw are ten kings 
who have not yet received a kingdom, but who for one hour will 
receive authority as kings along with the beast. 13 They have one 
purpose and will give their power and authority to the beast. 14 
They will make war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will over-
come them because he is Lord of lords and King of kings--and 
with him will be his called, chosen and faithful followers." 15 
Then the angel said to me, "The waters you saw, where the prosti-
tute sits, are peoples, multitudes, nations and languages. 16 The 
beast and the ten horns you saw will hate the prostitute. They 
will bring her to ruin and leave her naked; they will eat her flesh 
and burn her with fire. 17 For God has put it into their hearts to 
accomplish his purpose by agreeing to give the beast their power 
to rule, until God's words are fulfilled. 18 The woman you saw is 
the great city that rules over the kings of the earth."

(Rev 18 NIV)  After this I saw another angel coming down from 

 Revelation 17-18 (NIV)
1. How does the angel 
describe the figure introduced in  
17:1-2?

2. How does John describe 
what he saw?  (vs. 3-6)

3. Contrast the figure 
described here with the woman 
of Revelation 12:  (See Naden, The 
Lamb Among the Beasts, page 239)

4. Without getting too 
bogged down in the details, (vs. 
8-15), where have you seen the 
beast the woman is sitting on 
before? (see 13:1-10).  How do you 
know they are the same?

 

5. What do verses 15-17 
tell us about the downfall of the 
woman?  What insight does this 
give you into the nature of the 
unholy alliance that had been 
formed?

6. What shift in symbols 
does John make in 17:18?
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heaven. He had great authority, and the earth was illuminated by his 
splendor. 2 With a mighty voice he shouted: "Fallen! Fallen is Babylon 
the Great! She has become a home for demons and a haunt for every evil 
spirit, a haunt for every unclean and detestable bird. 3 For all the nations 
have drunk the maddening wine of her adulteries. The kings of the earth 
committed adultery with her, and the merchants of the earth grew rich 
from her excessive luxuries." 4 Then I heard another voice from heaven 
say: "Come out of her, my people, so that you will not share in her sins, 
so that you will not receive any of her plagues; 5 for her sins are piled 
up to heaven, and God has remembered her crimes. 6 Give back to her 
as she has given; pay her back double for what she has done. Mix her a 
double portion from her own cup. 7 Give her as much torture and grief 
as the glory and luxury she gave herself. In her heart she boasts, 'I sit as 
queen; I am not a widow, and I will never mourn.' 8 Therefore in one day 
her plagues will overtake her: death, mourning and famine. She will be 
consumed by fire, for mighty is the Lord God who judges her. 9 "When 
the kings of the earth who committed adultery with her and shared her 
luxury see the smoke of her burning, they will weep and mourn over her. 
10 Terrified at her torment, they will stand far off and cry: "'Woe! Woe, O 
great city, O Babylon, city of power! In one hour your doom has come!' 
11 "The merchants of the earth will weep and mourn over her because 
no one buys their cargoes any more-- 12 cargoes of gold, silver, precious 
stones and pearls; fine linen, purple, silk and scarlet cloth; every sort of 
citron wood, and articles of every kind made of ivory, costly wood, bronze, 
iron and marble; 13 cargoes of cinnamon and spice, of incense, myrrh 
and frankincense, of wine and olive oil, of fine flour and wheat; cattle 
and sheep; horses and carriages; and bodies and souls of men. 14 "They 
will say, 'The fruit you longed for is gone from you. All your riches and 
splendor have vanished, never to be recovered.' 15 The merchants who sold 
these things and gained their wealth from her will stand far off, terrified 
at her torment. They will weep and mourn 16 and cry out: "'Woe! Woe, 
O great city, dressed in fine linen, purple and scarlet, and glittering with 
gold, precious stones and pearls! 17 In one hour such great wealth has 
been brought to ruin!' "Every sea captain, and all who travel by ship, the 
sailors, and all who earn their living from the sea, will stand far off. 18 
When they see the smoke of her burning, they will exclaim, 'Was there 
ever a city like this great city?' 19 They will throw dust on their heads, 
and with weeping and mourning cry out: "'Woe! Woe, O great city, where 
all who had ships on the sea became rich through her wealth! In one 
hour she has been brought to ruin! 20 Rejoice over her, O heaven! Rejoice, 
saints and apostles and prophets! God has judged her for the way she 
treated you.'" 21 Then a mighty angel picked up a boulder the size of a 
large millstone and threw it into the sea, and said: "With such violence the 
great city of Babylon will be thrown down, never to be found again. 22 
The music of harpists and musicians, flute players and trumpeters, will 
never be heard in you again. No workman of any trade will ever be found 
in you again. The sound of a millstone will never be heard in you again. 
23 The light of a lamp will never shine in you again. The voice of bride-
groom and bride will never be heard in you again. Your merchants were 
the world's great men. By your magic spell all the nations were led astray. 
24 In her was found the blood of prophets and of the saints, and of all 
who have been killed on the earth."

6. What an-
nouncement does 
another angel make in 
18:1-3?

7. How is Baby-
lon characterized in 
these verses?  (18:1-3)

8. What invita-
tion does John hear in the 
midst of the description of 
Babylon?  (18:4)

9. Babylon mani-
fested many of the same 
characteristics as the pow-
ers mentioned in Revela-
tion 13.  What aspects of 
Babylon's character and 
areas of influence are 
described in the following 
verses:

 a.  6-8

 b.  9-10

 c.  11-17

 d.  17-19

10.   How do you 
understand the senti-
ment expressed in verse 
20?  Explain.

11. How do verses 
21-24 further express 
your response in ques-
tion 10?

12.  Where do you see 
what Babylon represents 
taking shape today?
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Perceptions
(What are you seeing/hearing/sensing in this passage?)

About Jesus

As you reflect on chapters 15-16
what picture of Jesus is revealed here?

About our Response to Him

How does this message impact your life?

12. Chapters 17-18 give us some important insights into  God and His dealings with His people.  Highlight one (or more)   
that have been especially meaningful to you.  (If there is something you don't see listed, write it in and  highlight it)
a. Chapters 17-18 describe the complete collapse of the power that represented false religious worship,  which had oppressed 

God's people down through the ages, bringing about an answer to the prayers of God's people at last.

b. Babylonian religion is described in terms of illicit relationships based on exploitation rather than relationships based on love 
and commitment.

c. God invites his people to sever ties with Babylonian style religion and embrace the true worship of the Creator.

d. ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________

**Suggestions for Further Study/Discussion/Reflection**
(for those wanting to really dig deeper)

 
12.  Compare the description of the fall of Babylon in Revelation 18:5 with the story of the original fall of Babylon in Genesis 11:1-4

13.  Compare the description of the fall of Babylon in Revelation 18:7-19 with another famous fall in Isaiah 14:12-17 and Ezekiel 28:   
       1-19.  What parallels do you notice?

The Great Whore and Misplaced Worship
 The Great Whole is  . . . an image that can bring to never-
again-to-be-forgotten awareness the powerfully seductive presence 
of those who would obstruct or subvert our worship of the slain 
and risen Lamb. . . [John's] pastoral responsibility is to prevent his 
Christians from quitting the enduring arduous life of worship in 
favor of something which appears just as religious, looks a lot bet-
ter, and is a lot easier.  He tells them about the Great Whore to open 
their eyes to the differences between the worship of the Lamb and 
this other worship, which is not worship at all, but keeps us from 
worship.  . . Whoredom uses sex to lie about life:  the truth of life is 
that love is a gift, that relationships are commitments, that sexual-
ity is the sacrament of spirituality.  The whore's lie is that love is 

purchased, that relationships are "deals," that sexuality is appetite.. . . 
Throughout the Revelation, the great scenes of worship show God being 
served--the people come to him, giving themselves in praise.  At no place 
does he entice them with easy promises.  In the great lament of Revela-
tion 17 over the Great Whore's demise, the longest and most detailed la-
ment is from the merchants and sea traders . . . they got everything they 
wanted, their lives overflowed with things, and now it is gone . . . they 
are bereft of everything they were promised and invested in and enjoyed 
. . . Now it is gone:  salvation-by-checkbook . . . god-on-demand . . . 
meaning by money . . . religion-as-feeling . . . self-as-(temporary)-god . 
. . They are left with nothing but themselves, of whom after a lifetime in 
the whorehouse, they know nothing.
  - Peterson, Reversed Thunder, pages 136-148


