
Women Studying Scripture a ministry of the Calimesa Seventh-day Adventist Church Lesson 16 

Preparing To Listen
 "I just want this to be over!"  Who has not 
said it?  Who has not experienced what is behind it?  
Weariness, fatigue, the desire for certainty, resolu-
tion, closure, and rest, all merge together to prompt 
such exclamations.  In Revelation 6:10, those under 
the altar cry out, "How long, Sovereign Lord? . . .".  
In many instances in our lives, we too have experi-
enced this.  Those under the altar were given white 
robes and encouraged to wait a little longer.  So are 
we.  But the waiting is hard.
 The good news is that the waiting does come 
to an end.  There is resolution.  There is rest.  After 
years of oppression, and days of pursuit, the chil-
dren of Israel finally experienced rest.  As the Red 
Sea engulfed those who had enslaved and pursued 
them, they erupted into song.  Listen to the music:

 Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the LORD: 
"I will sing to the LORD, for he is highly exalted. The horse and its 
rider he has hurled into the sea. 2 The LORD is my strength and my 
song; he has become my salvation. He is my God, and I will praise 
him, my father's God, and I will exalt him. 3 The LORD is a war-
rior; the LORD is his name. 4 Pharaoh's chariots and his army he 
has hurled into the sea. The best of Pharaoh's officers are drowned 
in the Red Sea. 5 The deep waters have covered them; they sank to 
the depths like a stone. 6 "Your right hand, O LORD, was majestic 
in power. Your right hand, O LORD, shattered the enemy. 7 In the 
greatness of your majesty you threw down those who opposed you. 
You unleashed your burning anger; it consumed them like stubble. 8 
By the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up. The surging waters 
stood firm like a wall; the deep waters congealed in the heart of the 
sea. 9 "The enemy boasted, 'I will pursue, I will overtake them. I will 
divide the spoils; I will gorge myself on them. I will draw my sword 
and my hand will destroy them.' 10 But you blew with your breath, 
and the sea covered them. They sank like lead in the mighty waters. 
11 "Who among the gods is like you, O LORD? Who is like you-- 
majestic in holiness, awesome in glory, working wonders? 12 You 
stretched out your right hand and the earth swallowed them. 13 "In 
your unfailing love you will lead the people you have redeemed. In 
your strength you will guide them to your holy dwelling. 14 The na-
tions will hear and tremble; anguish will grip the people of Philistia. 
15 The chiefs of Edom will be terrified, the leaders of Moab will be 
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It's Finally Over

 The call for judgment that arrives at a climax in the 
Apocalypse is not abstract or juridical, a concern for ethi-
cal decorum and a just society.  It is not a "concern" at all, 
it is a cry: hurt people want relief, the bullied want fairness, 
the pushed around want dignity.  The question "How long?", 
prayed by the slaughtered souls under the altar, effloresces 
into a questioning: how long is it to be permitted that good-
ness and beauty and truth are wantonly violated by mindless 
and godless schemers?  How long do we have to put up with 
might-is-right arrogance?  Peterson, Reversed Thunder, page 
137.  Chapter 15 and 16 of Revelation frame the answers to 
those questions.
    

The Revelation
of

Jesus Christ
seized with trembling, the people of Canaan will melt away; 16 terror 
and dread will fall upon them. By the power of your arm they will 
be as still as a stone-- until your people pass by, O LORD, until the 
people you bought pass by. 17 You will bring them in and plant them 
on the mountain of your inheritance-- the place, O LORD, you made 
for your dwelling, the sanctuary, O Lord, your hands established. 18 
The LORD will reign for ever and ever."     

-Exodus 15:1-18 (NIV)  

- Underline the words or phrases that reflect their 
joyful sense of resolution/closure. 

-  Highlight the words or phrases that express their 
understanding of God's commitment to them.

- Which of the marked phrases speak to you with 
the greatest meaning?  Explain.

 As you reflect on this in prayer, what speaks to you  
most clearly?  What does God want you to see?  
As you allow that reality to sink in, enjoy being in 
God's presence.  As you linger there, talk to Him 
about the people/things that He may bring to your 
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Jesus - The One Who Brings Deliverance & Closure

(Rev 15 NIV)  I saw in heaven another great and marvelous 
sign: seven angels with the seven last plagues--last, because 
with them God's wrath is completed. 2 And I saw what looked 
like a sea of glass mixed with fire and, standing beside the sea, 
those who had been victorious over the beast and his image and 
over the number of his name. They held harps given them by 
God 3 and sang the song of Moses the servant of God and the 
song of the Lamb: "Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord 
God Almighty. Just and true are your ways, King of the ages. 4 
Who will not fear you, O Lord, and bring glory to your name? 
For you alone are holy. All nations will come and worship 
before you, for your righteous acts have been revealed." 5 After 
this I looked and in heaven the temple, that is, the tabernacle 
of the Testimony, was opened. 6 Out of the temple came the 
seven angels with the seven plagues. They were dressed in clean, 
shining linen and wore golden sashes around their chests. 7 
Then one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels 
seven golden bowls filled with the wrath of God, who lives for 
ever and ever. 8 And the temple was filled with smoke from the 
glory of God and from his power, and no one could enter the 
temple until the seven plagues of the seven angels were com-
pleted.

Rev 16 (NIV)  Then I heard a loud voice from the temple say-
ing to the seven angels, "Go, pour out the seven bowls of God's 
wrath on the earth." 2 The first angel went and poured out his 
bowl on the land, and ugly and painful sores broke out on the 
people who had the mark of the beast and worshiped his im-
age. 3 The second angel poured out his bowl on the sea, and 
it turned into blood like that of a dead man, and every living 
thing in the sea died. 4 The third angel poured out his bowl on 
the rivers and springs of water, and they became blood. 5 Then 
I heard the angel in charge of the waters say: "You are just in 
these judgments, you who are and who were, the Holy One, 
because you have so judged; 6 for they have shed the blood of 
your saints and prophets, and you have given them blood to 
drink as they deserve." 7 And I heard the altar respond: "Yes, 
Lord God Almighty, true and just are your judgments." 8 The 
fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and the sun was 
given power to scorch people with fire. 9 They were seared by 
the intense heat and they cursed the name of God, who had 
control over these plagues, but they refused to repent and glorify 
him. 10 The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of 
the beast, and his kingdom was plunged into darkness. Men 
gnawed their tongues in agony 11 and cursed the God of heav-
en because of their pains and their sores, but they refused to re-
pent of what they had done. 12 The sixth angel poured out his 

 Revelation 15-16 (NIV)1. What is the significance 
of what the angels have in their 
possession? (verse 1)

2. Who does John see, 
where are they, and how are they 
described?  (vs. 2)

3. What are they doing? 
(vs. 3-4)

4. Compare the song they 
sang in verses 3-4 with Exodus 
15:1-18.  Note the similarities and 
the differences.
:

 

5. After John describes 
where the saved are, what 
preparations are then described 
in 15:5-8?

6. Where are the plagues 
poured out (16:1)?  Where 
are the saved during this time 
(15:2-4)?

7. Without worrying too 
much about the details, briefly 
describe what is impacted 
under each of the 7 plagues.

 a.  Plague 1
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 b. Plague 2

 c. Plague 3

 d. Plague 4

 e. Plague 5

 f. Plague 6

 g. Plague 7

8. Compare 16:13-14 with 14:6-
12.  What similarities do you notice?

9. Notice the response of those 
upon whom the plagues fall (vs. 9, 11, 
14, 21).   What does this tell you about 
their spiritual state?

Worship is the Answer
 . . . in answer to their cry, "How long?" martyr souls 
are told to wait a little longer . . . But surely this has gone on long 
enough?   Surely after all these centuries it is time to call a halt to 
the whole rotten business . . .  It is disconcerting that there is no 
biblically straight answer to the straight question, "How long?"  
Yet, even though no date is ever put on the court calendar, a lively 
belief in God's judgment continues to be firmly held by millions of 
Christians.  What accounts for this persistent belief among people 
who continue to live with the unanswered questions? . . . The 
persistence of the prayer "How long?" issues, apparently, from a 
deep, unshakable conviction that God will bring an end to injustice, 
even though he shows no signs of calling the court room to order.  
How did this conviction get so deep into God's people?  How did 
it acquire its unshakable anchorage? . . . So what accounts for the 
persistence of the cry? . . . We are accustomed by now to St. John's 
answer, namely worship.  Worship provides the context for the 
paradoxical simultaneities of believing in justice while experienc-
ing injustice, . . . 
 . . . St. John's recurrent representations of worship are not 
pious, escapist fictions, but theological convictions.  The conviction 
is that God's action, not the world's action, is what we want to be 
involved in. The world is not the context for dealing with God; God 
is the context for dealing with God (and the world).  In a world in 
which we are constantly subject to dizzying disorientations, worship 
is the act in which we are reoriented contextually.
 
 - Peterson, Reversed Thunder, pages 138-140

The Song of Moses and the Lamb
 The song in 15:3-4. . . corresponds to the transition from 
the fifth book of Moses to the sixth which is designated with the 
name Jesus (Joshua) and tells of the occupation of the promised 
land.  (The Bible of the early church was the Septuagint, the Greek 
translation of the Hebrew original.  Where we read the Hebrew 
name, "Joshua" in our Bibles, they would read the Greek translation 
of it, "Jesus").
 The two names, Moses and Jesus, are linked at the conclu-
sion of the fiercely-phrased judgment poem, Deuteronomy 32, where 
it is said that this song was taught to Israel by Moses and Jesus 
(Deut. 23:34).  St. John develops the emphasis by designating the 
congregational hymn that is sung while the action of the judgment 
is being prepared as the "song of Moses . . . and the song of the 
Lamb," that is, Jesus (Rev. 15:3).
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bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried 
up to prepare the way for the kings from the East. 13 Then 
I saw three evil spirits that looked like frogs; they came out 
of the mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast 
and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 14 They are 
spirits of demons performing miraculous signs, and they 
go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them for 
the battle on the great day of God Almighty. 15 "Behold, I 
come like a thief! Blessed is he who stays awake and keeps 
his clothes with him, so that he may not go naked and 
be shamefully exposed." 16 Then they gathered the kings 
together to the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon. 
17 The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and 
out of the temple came a loud voice from the throne, say-
ing, "It is done!" 18 Then there came flashes of lightning, 
rumblings, peals of thunder and a severe earthquake. No 
earthquake like it has ever occurred since man has been on 
earth, so tremendous was the quake. 19 The great city split 
into three parts, and the cities of the nations collapsed. God 
remembered Babylon the Great and gave her the cup filled 
with the wine of the fury of his wrath. 20 Every island fled 
away and the mountains could not be found. 21 From the 
sky huge hailstones of about a hundred pounds each fell 
upon men. And they cursed God on account of the plague 
of hail, because the plague was so terrible.

      - Peterson, Reversed Thunder, page 139
The Plagues and Jewish Rituals
 . . . the Apocalypse is written with Jewish rituals recogniz-
ably in the background . . . note the basic sequence in Jewish liturgi-
cal practice surrounding the daily sacrifice.  Following the sacrifice 
of the lamb came the offering of incense, next the trumpet blast, 
and then the drink offering . . . the drink offering was poured at the 
daily sacrifice just after the trumpets had begun to sound, so that 
by placing bowls in sequence to the trumpets St. John maintains the 
sequence of ritual action which began with the slaughtered Lamb, 
continued in the incense-offering and passed into the trumpet-blasts.  
Because the drink-offering had such a position, it was the last ritual 
act.  
  Naden, The lamb Among the Beasts, page 222 
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Perceptions
(What are you seeing/hearing/sensing in this passage?)

About Jesus

As you reflect on chapters 15-16
what picture of Jesus is revealed here?

About our Response to Him

How does this message impact your life?

10. Chapters 15-16 gives us some important insights into God and His character.  Highlight one (or more) that    
have been especially meaningful to you.  (If there is something you don't see listed, write it in and  highlight it)

a. The Seven Last Plagues represent the assurance that there is a final end to the injustice and suffering that sin has caused.

b. The most important and appropriate thing for us to be doing as we await the answer to our prayer, "How long?" , is worship-
ing.

c. At the time of the seven last plagues, God's people will be firmly established in a lifestyle of worship, while those upon 
whom the plagues fall are firmly established in a lifestyle of rebellion and opposition to God.

d. ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________

**Suggestions for Further Study/Discussion/Reflection**
(for those wanting to really dig deeper)

 
11. Compare the drying up of the Euphrates in 16:12 with the story of Belshazzar's Feast in Daniel 5.  What similarities do you   
notice?  What clues does Daniel 5 give you into understanding the meaning of the 6th plague?  (See also, Naden, The Lamb   
Among the Beasts, pages 228-232.)
12. Compare the sequence of the 7 Plagues with the events of the crucifixion.  Do you notice any parallels?  (See Naden, The   
Lamb Among the Beasts, pages 233-234.)


