
Women Studying Scripture a ministry of the Calimesa Seventh-day Adventist Church Lesson 15 

Preparing To Listen
 Are you ready for Jesus to come?  Signs of 
the end of time.  For many those themes have been 
more tormenting than assuring.  What is interest-
ing, and somewhat sad, is that Jesus did not intend 
it to be that way.  While He was clear that things 
would be difficult at the end, He sought to engender 
a sense of watchful expectancy rather than anxious 
worry.  Take a few moments to reflect on His words 
as they are recorded by Matthew:
 
 Jesus left the temple and was walking away 
when his disciples came up to him to call his at-
tention to its buildings. 2 "Do you see all these 
things?" he asked. "I tell you the truth, not one 
stone here will be left on another; every one will be 
thrown down." 3 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount 
of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. "Tell 
us," they said, "when will this happen, and what 
will be the sign of your coming and of the end of 
the age?" 4 Jesus answered: "Watch out that no one 
deceives you. 5 For many will come in my name, 
claiming, 'I am the Christ, ' and will deceive many. 
6 You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but 
see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must 
happen, but the end is still to come. 7 Nation will 
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 
There will be famines and earthquakes in various 
places. 8 All these are the beginning of birth pains. 
9 "Then you will be handed over to be persecuted 
and put to death, and you will be hated by all na-
tions because of me. 10 At that time many will turn 
away from the faith and will betray and hate each 
other, 11 and many false prophets will appear and 
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The Followers of the Lamb

  As the drama builds to its climax, chapter 13 
describes the contrasting activities of the beast powers and 
the Lamb.  John begins chapter 13 with "And I saw a beast 
coming out of the sea . . . "   Chapter 14 begins with, "Then I 
looked and there before me was the Lamb standing on Mount 
Zion . . ."  John presents three distinct scenes that encompass 
what the Lamb and His followers are doing while the beast 
powers are building their kingdom.  The first of these three 
scenes describe the posture of the saints.  The second the 
activity of the saints.  And the third, the final outcome for the 
saints.

The Revelation
of

Jesus Christ
deceive many people. 12 Because of the increase of 
wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13 but 
he who stands firm to the end will be saved. 14 And 
this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the 
whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then 
the end will come.
    - Matt 24:1-14 (NIV)

- Underline the words or phrases where Jesus is 
reassures the disciples in the passage.

- Which of the underlined phrases speak to you with 
the greatest meaning?  Explain.

 As you reflect on this in prayer, what speaks to you  
most clearly?  What does God want you to see?  
As you allow that reality to sink in, enjoy being in 
God's presence.  As you linger there, talk to Him 
about the people/things that He may bring to your 
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Jesus - Standing with His People as they give the Final Message

Then I looked, and there before me was the Lamb, standing on 
Mount Zion, and with him 144,000 who had his name and 
his Father's name written on their foreheads. 2 And I heard a 
sound from heaven like the roar of rushing waters and like a 
loud peal of thunder. The sound I heard was like that of harp-
ists playing their harps. 3 And they sang a new song before 
the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders. 
No one could learn the song except the 144,000 who had been 
redeemed from the earth. 4 These are those who did not defile 
themselves with women, for they kept themselves pure. They 
follow the Lamb wherever he goes. They were purchased from 
among men and offered as firstfruits to God and the Lamb. 5 
No lie was found in their mouths; they are blameless. 6 Then 
I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal 
gospel to proclaim to those who live on the earth--to every na-
tion, tribe, language and people. 7 He said in a loud voice, 
"Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment 
has come. Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the 
sea and the springs of water." 8 A second angel followed and 
said, "Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great, which made all the 
nations drink the maddening wine of her adulteries." 9 A third 
angel followed them and said in a loud voice: "If anyone wor-
ships the beast and his image and receives his mark on the fore-
head or on the hand, 10 he, too, will drink of the wine of God's 
fury, which has been poured full strength into the cup of his 
wrath. He will be tormented with burning sulfur in the presence 
of the holy angels and of the Lamb. 11 And the smoke of their 
torment rises for ever and ever. There is no rest day or night 
for those who worship the beast and his image, or for anyone 
who receives the mark of his name." 12 This calls for patient 
endurance on the part of the saints who obey God's command-
ments and remain faithful to Jesus. 13 Then I heard a voice 
from heaven say, "Write: Blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord from now on." "Yes," says the Spirit, "they will rest from 
their labor, for their deeds will follow them." 14 I looked, and 
there before me was a white cloud, and seated on the cloud was 
one "like a son of man" with a crown of gold on his head and 

 Revelation 14 (NIV)    
1. What main figure arrives 
on the scene again in verse 1?

 a.  Who is with Him?

 b.  How are they   
      described?

 c.  Compare this   
     description with 7:3- 
     4.  What insights do  
     you get?

2. What were the people 
accompanying the Lamb doing?

3. How were these people 
described?

4. Verses 6-13 introduce 
the next scene describing the three 
angels.  Take particular note of:

 a.  The message carried  
 by the first angel (vs 6)

 b. The audience the  
 angel was taking the  
 message to (vs 6)

 c. What the angel said:
   (vs 7)

 d.  The message of the  
   second angel (vs 8)

 e.  The message of the  
 third angel (vs 9-11)

3. What comment does 
John make about God's people in 
light of the messages?  (vs. 12)

4. What comment does 
heaven make in response?  (vs. 
13)
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5. What is the next scene that 
John sees?  (verse 14) 

6. What event is being described 
in verses 15-16?

7. What event is described in 
verses 17-20?

 a.  Compare the angel of vs 18  
 with 8:3-5.  What additional  
 insight do you get from the  
 description?

 

 b.  What is "God's wrath"   
  about here?

a sharp sickle in his hand. 15 Then another angel came 
out of the temple and called in a loud voice to him who was 
sitting on the cloud, "Take your sickle and reap, because the 
time to reap has come, for the harvest of the earth is ripe." 
16 So he who was seated on the cloud swung his sickle over 
the earth, and the earth was harvested. 17 Another angel 
came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp 
sickle. 18 Still another angel, who had charge of the fire, 
came from the altar and called in a loud voice to him who 
had the sharp sickle, "Take your sharp sickle and gather the 
clusters of grapes from the earth's vine, because its grapes 
are ripe." 19 The angel swung his sickle on the earth, gath-
ered its grapes and threw them into the great winepress of 
God's wrath. 20 They were trampled in the winepress out-
side the city, and blood flowed out of the press, rising as 
high as the horses' bridles for a distance of 1,600 stadia.

Judgement in Revelation
 Judgement is an activity directed against unbelievers, 
never believers.  We notice three important points regarding judg-
ment in the chapter 14 reference . . .
 First, the mention of judgment here is in the setting of the 
preaching of the gospel.  The gospel has two things to say about 
judgment.  One is that those who are in Christ never come into 
judgment in the apocalyptic sense, for they have already passed 
from death to life.  Note three statements of Jesus that John re-
corded in his Gospel:
 "Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever 
does not believe stands condemned already"  (John 3:18).
 "My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they fol-
low me.  I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one 
can snatch them out of my hand.  My Father, who has given them to 
me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's 
hand.  I and my Father are one"  (John 10:27-29(.
 "I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes 
him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned [krisis, 
"judgement"]; he has crossed over from death to life"  (John 5:24).
 This then is John's frame of reference as he comes to dis-
cuss judgement in the Apocalypse.  Believers are completely secure; 
they have nothing to fear about the judgment.
 Second, John's mention of judgment in Revelation 14:6,7 
is followed by a reference to Babylon, "Fallen! Fallen," and a 
righteous tirade against the beast that works so tirelessly against 
the righteous.  . .  the judgement of which John speaks in the first 
angel's message is addressed to the wicked, not the righteous.  John 
takes great pains to make clear that for the righteous there is only 
vindication in answer to the prayer for vindication heard under the 
fifth seal.
 Third, the great judgment chapter that seems to have been 
in John's mind as he wrote the three angels' messages in Daniel 7.  
The judgment of Daniel 7 is not against the righteous, but against 
the little horn power.  It is absolutely in favor of the saints.  They 

The Three Contrasting Scenes
 The tour de force expose of the three beasts of damnation 
is matched by three visions that show the forces of salvation at work 
behind the scenes on our behalf. . . the Lamb leading worship on 
Mount Zion (Rev. 14:1-5); second are the three angels preaching 
sermons from a pulpit in mid-heaven (Rev. 14:6-13), and third is the 
Son of Man harvesting the fields that are "white unto harvest' (Rev. 
14:14-20).  The visions show us that while we are doing our best 
to worship God and not the powers of the world, to understand our 
faith and not be misled by the devil's religious flimflam, and to culti-
vate a life of holiness in a weed-filled society, we are being helped 
to do each task.
      - Peterson, Reversed Thunder, page 128.
Beast or Lamb?
 We are in a crossfire of blustering dragon-pretension and 
powerful Lamb-meekness.  They are equally concerned with the 
operation and use of power.  We choose:  we follow the dragon and 
his beasts along their parade route, conspicuous with the  wor-
ship of splendid images, elaborated in mysterious symbols, fond 
of statistics, taking on whatever role is necessary to make a good 
show and get the applause of the crowd in order to get access to 
power and become self-important.  Or we follow the Lamb along a 
farmyard route, worshiping the invisible, listening to the foolishness 
of preaching, practicing a holy life that involves heroically difficult 
acts that no one will ever notice, in order to become, simply, our 
eternal selves in an eternal city.      Ibid., page 188

are not in any danger, but are exonerated and vindicated.  
 Judgement in both Old and New Testament apocalyptic 
visions is absolutely for the saints, absolutely for their vindication.  
They are never in jeopardy.  Judgment is triumphantly against the 
wicked, consigning them to eternal death on the basis of their choice 
against God's love and salvation.
     - Naden, Roy, The Lamb Among the Beasts, pages 209-211
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Perceptions
(What are you seeing/hearing/sensing in this passage?)

About Jesus

As you reflect on chapter 14
what picture of Jesus is revealed here?

About our Response to Him

How does this message impact your life?

10. Chapter 14 gives us some important insights into God and His character.  Highlight one (or more) that    
have been especially meaningful to you.  (If there is something you don't see listed, write it in and  highlight it)

a. In the midst of all the power and force of the beast powers, the Lamb is portrayed as leading His followers in worship before 
the throne in heaven - what a powerful contrast!

b. The message carried by the three angels is the eternal Gospel.  That message includes focus on God as creature, the assurance 
that Babylon has indeed fallen, and a warning not to exchange the things that identify us as God's people for the characteris-
tics of the beast.

c. Judgement in Revelation, (and OT apocalyptic literature as well), is always in favor of God's people, never against them.

d. ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________

**Suggestions for Further Study/Discussion/Reflection**
(for those wanting to really dig deeper)

 
11. Compare Daniel 7 with Revelation 14.  Notice the parallels in terms of who Judgement is directed towards.

12. Compare the message of the First Angel with the meaning of Sabbath as portrayed in Exodus 20:8-11.  How can an under  
standing of the  Sabbath enhance the experience of those who have the seal of God?


