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Preparing To Listen
	 It	could	have	been	different.			Again, the devil 
took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their splendor.  "All this I will 
give you, " he said, "if you will bow down and worship 
me."  10Jesus said to him, "Away from me, Satan!  For it 
is written: 'Worship the Lord your God, and serve him 
only.'" Matthew	4:9-10	(NIV).		He	came	to	save	the	
world.		The	world	was	offered	to	Him.		All	that	was	re-
quired	was	that	He	shift	His	object	of	worship,	and	make	
some	adjustments	in	priorities.		Jesus'	response,	however	
was	quick	and	to	the	point.		He	had	come	to	establish	a	
very	different	kind	of	kingdom.		It	was	a	kingdom	with	a	
different	object	of	worship	and	very	different	priorities.
	 In	the	life	and	ministry	of	Jesus,	these	two	
kingdoms	were	seen	in	stark	contrast	to	one	another.		
The	contrast	came	most	clearly	into	focus	on	the	cross.		
The	contrast	will	once	again	come	into	sharp	focus	as	
we	near	the	end	of	earth's	history	--	the	contrast	between	
those	who	follow	the	Lamb,	and	those	who	follow	the	
Beast.
	 As	you	think	about	the	kind	of	kingdom	Jesus	
came	to	reveal,	take	a	few	moments	to	reflect	upon	the	
prayer	that	He	modeled	for	His	disciples:

Our Father in heaven,
 hallowed be your name,
Your kingdom come,
 Your will be done
  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our debts,
 as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
 but deliver us from the evil one.
   - Matt 6:9-13 (NIV)
(and	over	the	years	the	church	appropriately	has	added,	for Yours is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen)
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The Counterfeit Trinity

 Chapter	12	ends	with	a	defeated	and	enraged	dragon.		
He	was	unable	to	devour	the	man	child.		He	failed	in	his	at-
tempt	to	destroy	the	woman.		He	now	turns	his	attention	to	the	
rest	of	her	children,		those who obey God's commandments 
and hold to the testimony of Jesus.		Rev.	12:17	(NIV).
   The dragon stands on the shore of the sea and 
contemplates his failures. . . If he is going to wage war on the 
people who "keep the commandments of God and bear the 
testimony of Jesus." he needs a means by which he can either 
conquer or subvert their life of faith.  He will attempt both . . .  
Peterson,	Reversed	Thunder,	page	122.

The Revelation
of

Jesus Christ
-	Underline	the	words	or	phrases	that	speak	directly	to	the	is-
sue	of	God's	kingdom	being	established.

-	Look	at	each	of	the	other	phrases	in	the	prayer,	and	note	how	
they	reflect	the	characteristics	of	what	it	means	to	be	a	part	of	
God's	kingdom:

Phrase:	 	 	 Characteristic	Reflected:

 As	you	reflect	on	this	in	prayer,	what	speaks	to	you		most	
clearly?		What	does	God	want	you	to	see?		As	you	allow	that	
reality	to	sink	in,	enjoy	being	in	God's	presence.		As	you	linger	
there,	talk	to	Him	about	the	people/things	that	He	may	bring	to	
your	mind.
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Jesus - The Real Thing, Not The Counterfeit

And the dragon stood on the shore of the sea. And I saw a 
beast coming out of the sea. He had ten horns and seven heads, 
with ten crowns on his horns, and on each head a blasphemous 
name. 2 The beast I saw resembled a leopard, but had feet like 
those of a bear and a mouth like that of a lion. The dragon 
gave the beast his power and his throne and great authority. 3 
One of the heads of the beast seemed to have had a fatal wound, 
but the fatal wound had been healed. The whole world was 
astonished and followed the beast. 4 Men worshiped the dragon 
because he had given authority to the beast, and they also wor-
shiped the beast and asked, "Who is like the beast? Who can 
make war against him?" 5 The beast was given a mouth to 
utter proud words and blasphemies and to exercise his author-
ity for forty-two months. 6 He opened his mouth to blaspheme 
God, and to slander his name and his dwelling place and those 
who live in heaven. 7 He was given power to make war against 
the saints and to conquer them. And he was given authority 
over every tribe, people, language and nation. 8 All inhabitants 
of the earth will worship the beast--all whose names have not 
been written in the book of life belonging to the Lamb that was 
slain from the creation of the world. 9 He who has an ear, let 
him hear. 10 If anyone is to go into captivity, into captivity he 
will go. If anyone is to be killed with the sword, with the sword 
he will be killed. This calls for patient endurance and faithful-
ness on the part of the saints. 11 Then I saw another beast, 
coming out of the earth. He had two horns like a lamb, but 
he spoke like a dragon. 12 He exercised all the authority of the 
first beast on his behalf, and made the earth and its inhabitants 
worship the first beast, whose fatal wound had been healed. 13 
And he performed great and miraculous signs, even causing fire 
to come down from heaven to earth in full view of men. 14 Be-
cause of the signs he was given power to do on behalf of the first 
beast, he deceived the inhabitants of the earth. He ordered them 
to set up an image in honor of the beast who was wounded by 
the sword and yet lived. 15 He was given power to give breath 
to the image of the first beast, so that it could speak and cause 
all who refused to worship the image to be killed. 16 He also 
forced everyone, small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, 
to receive a mark on his right hand or on his forehead, 17 so 
that no one could buy or sell unless he had the mark, which is 
the name of the beast or the number of his name. 18 This calls 
for wisdom. If anyone has insight, let him calculate the num-
ber of the beast, for it is man's number. His number is 666.

 Revelation 13 (NIV) 
1.	 Verses	1-10	describe	the	
first	figure	that	arrives	on	the	scene	
in	chapter	13.		As	you	allow	the	
picture	of	this	figure	to	take	shape	
in	your	mind,	pay	special	attention	
to:

	 a.		The	source	of	its		
	 power	and	authority		
	 (vs.	2,4)

	 b.		The	quality	for		 	
	 which	it	was	admired		
	 (vs.3-4)

	 c.		The	characteristics		
	 of	its	speech.	(vs.	5-7)

	 d.		The	scope	of	its			
influence.	(vs.	7-8)

2.	 Verses	11-17	describe	the	
second	figure	who	arrives	on	the	
scene	in	chapter	13.		As	you	allow	
the	picture	of	this	figure	to	take	
shape	in	your	minds,	pay	special	
attention to:

	 a.		The	unique		 	
	 characteristic	of	this		
	 figure.		(vs.	11)

	 b.		The	source	of	its		
	 authority.	(vs.	11)

	 c.		It's	relationship	to		
	 the	first	figure.	(vs	12-	
 14)

	 d.		The	way	in	which	it		
	 motivated	people	to		
	 follow	it.	(vs.	17)

3.	 Verse	16	identifies	the	
number	666	with	the	beast,	stating	
that	it	is	man's	number.		What	do	
you	think	that	means?		(Remember	
the	previous	discussion	of	sym-
bols)
What	additional	figure	does	
verse	3	describe?
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4.	 Review	verse	8.		How	are	
the	two	distinct	groups	of	people	
identified?

	 a.

	 b.

5.	 What	qualities	do	the	
saints	need	to	exercise	in	their	
dealings	with	the	beast	powers?		
(verse	10).		(Compare	with	1	John	
2:18-29).

6.	 The	Scriptures	describe	
the	Trinity	in	terms	of	the	Father	
Who	gives	His	authority	to	the	
Son,	Who	died	and	rose	again	
from	the	dead.		The	Holy	Spirit		
points	others	to	Jesus.
  
	 FATHER

	 					SON	(died/risen)

												HOLY	SPIRIT

 Notice how Revelation 
13	describes	the	way	the	counter-
feit	trinity	works:	(Rev	13:2,	3,	
11-12)

The Politics of the Kingdom
 The political metaphor of the kingdom 
invites misunderstanding because all the politics 
that we know require the exercise of power, either 
through the manipulation of force (militarism) or 
the manipulation of words (propaganda), and usu-
ally both.  We quite naturally assumed that if there 
is a Kingdom of God there will also be coercion by 
God, and will not be hesitant in exercising some 
of it ourselves, either verbally or physically, on his 
behalf.
 Jesus announced the presence of the 
Kingdom of God.  The word was often on his lips.  
At the end, he accepted the title King in that king-
dom.  . .  He just as clearly repudiated the accus-
tomed means by which that rule was exercised; he 
rejected the devil's offer of a position in govern-
ment, rebuked the brothers Boanerges for wanting 
to call down fire from heaven to incinerate their 
enemies, ordered Peter to put up the sword, reas-
sured Pilate that the governor's job was in no 
danger, and finally, to make sure no one missed the 
point, arranged that his coronation take place on 
a cross.
 All the same, people, Christians among 
them, keep missing the point.  It is not as if the 
politics of Jesus are less visible than the politics of 
Rome, for they have received adequate coverage 
in the history books.  But they are so much less 
pretentious and promise so little in immediate 
reward, that it is difficult to persevere without us-
ing the ordinary means of politics when Jesus' way 
doesn't seem to be working at all and Rome's way 
is working all too well.
     - Peterson, Eugene, Reversed Thunder, page 118

666
 How do we protect ourselves from 
organized deceit?  St. John is blunt; use your 
heads.  Figure out what is going on.  Most of the 
conspicuous religion that is in vogue at any one 
time in the country derives from the land beast.  
Expose these religious pretensions.  This religion 
has nothing to do with God.  Get its number:  it 
is a human number.  This is not divine mystery, 
but a confidence man's patter:  it is religion that 
makes a show, religion that vaunts itself, religion 
that takes our eyes off the poor and suffering and 
holy Christ.  In the language of numbers, 666 is 

9.	 Compare	the	worship	scene	in	Chapter	13	with	the	
worship	scene	in	Chapters	4	&	5.			Note	the	differences	below:	

a triple failure to be a 777, the three-times perfect, 
whole, divine number.  It is a recurring characteristic 
of this land-beast religion that it is commercialized.  
It requires huge budgets to maintain itself.  It manipu-
lates us economically, getting us to buy and sell at its 
bidding, marketing advice, solace, blessing, solutions, 
salvation, good feelings.  The devil's strategy here is 
not the black mass, but the mass market.
  Ibid,,	page	126

The Real Lamb
 . . . The most remarkable mimicry of all 
is the beast's attempt to follow the course of Jesus 
through death, resurrection, ascension, and glorious 
return.
 - Jesus died, and likewise the beast received 
a "fatal wound" (Rev. 13:3,12)--not a bad bruise, but 
death.
 - Jesus rose from death, and the beast in a 
sense rose too, much to the amazement of the "whole 
earth" (Rev. 13:3)
 - The fearless devotion of the apostles 
to their Master after His resurrection is copied by 
the beast's followers, who call out, "Who is like the 
beast?  Who can make war against him?" (Rev. 13:4)
 - The picture of the Saviour's return in 
power and great glory (Rev. 1:7) appears to have 
an attempted imitation in a kind of "fire-fall" (Rev. 
13:13), but it could only be a pale imitation of the 
reality.
 - The worshipers of the beast come from 
every "tribe, people, language and nation" (Rev. 
13:7), just as the worshipers of the Lamb come from 
all nations (Rev. 15:4)
But there are also some stark contrasts. . . .
 How easy it would be to come to the end 
of the thirteenth chapter of Revelation and be so 
wide-eyed over beasts, statue, mark, 666, and death 
decree that we momentarily forget that this is not the 
real subject of our meditation.  This is only a mimicry, 
a masquerade, of the glorious self-sacrificing Lamb.  
Our eyes must go back to Him.  Our hearts must be 
laid at His feet.  And our security must ever be cen-
tered on Him
					Naden,	The	Lamb	Among	the	Beasts,	page	203-204
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Perceptions
(What are you seeing/hearing/sensing in this passage?)

About Jesus

As	you	reflect	on	chapter	13
what	picture	of	Jesus	is	revealed	here?

About our Response to Him

How	does	this	message	impact	your	life?

10.	 Chapter	13	gives	us	some	important	insights	into	God	and	His	character.		Highlight	one	(or	more)	that		 	 	
have	been	especially	meaningful	to	you.		(If	there	is	something	you	don't	see	listed,	write	it	in	and		highlight	it)

a.	 The	dragon	who	gives	his	authority	to	the	beast	with	the	healed	fatal	wound,	and	the	lamb	like	beast	who	compels	all	to	wor-
ship	the	first	beast	form	a	parody	of	the	true	Trinity	(The	Father	who	gives	His	authority	to	the	Son	Who	dies	and	rose	again,	
and	the	Holy	Spirit	who	leads	all	to	worship	Jesus).

b.	 Worship	in	Revelation	13	is	based	upon	the	power	of	the	Beast.		Worship	in	Revelation	4&5	is	based	upon	the	worthiness	of	
the	Lamb.

c.	 The	worship	of	the	beast	is		creature	centered	worship,	(it's	symbolic	number,	666,	being	man's	number.		The	worship	around	
the	throne	in	heaven	is	a	Creator	(and	Redeemer)	centered	worship.

d.	 ________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________________

**Suggestions for Further Study/Discussion/Reflection**
(for those wanting to really dig deeper)

 
11.	 Compare	the	story	in	Daniel	3	with	Revelation	13.		What	similarities	do	you	find?

12.	 Compare	and	contrast	the	phylacteries	of	Deut.	6:4-5	with	the	mark	of	the	beast	in	Revelation	13.		What	parallels	(parodies)	
do		 	 you	find?


