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Preparing To Listen
 Few images are as well known, or as well loved 
as the image of God as the Good Shepherd.  When we 
reflect upon God as our Shepherd, the words that most 
readily come to mind are, "caring," "gentle," "loving," 
"nurturing," etc.  The image is one that children instinc-
tively feel comfortable with.  There are, however, other 
aggressive qualities that shepherds have, and in fact 
need, in order to do their work well.  The shepherds job 
is not only to care for the sheep, but also to confront 
those forces that threaten his flock.  Sometimes this 
comes at considerable personal risk.  "The good shep-
herd," Jesus says, "lays down his life for the sheep."  
John 10:11.  The life of a shepherd consists not only of 
quiet strolls with sheep, but also active confrontation 
with their enemies.
 Perhaps the best known passage dealing with 
this is Psalm 23.  Take a few moments to review it. 
         
 The LORD is my shepherd, 
 I shall not be in want. 
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures, 
 he leads me beside quiet waters, 
  3 he restores my soul. 
He guides me in paths of righteousness 
 for his name's sake. 
4 Even though I walk through the valley 
 of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil,   
 for you are with me; 
	 your	rod	and	your	staff,	they	comfort	me.	
5 You prepare a table before me 
	 in	the	presence	of	my	enemies.	
You	anoint	my	head	with	oil;	my	cup	overflows.	
6 Surely goodness and love will follow me 
 all the days of my life, 
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.   
   Psalm 23 (NIV) 
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The Woman and the Dragon

 From scenes of worship around the throne where the 
Lamb takes the scroll, to the breaking of the seven seals, to the 
sounding of the seven trumpets; from depictions of the  sealed 
and victorious redeemed, to the experiential realities of bear-
ing witness in the world; we now come to the scroll itself.
   In a sense everything in Revelation to this point 
has	been	an	introduction,	and	all	that	follows	is	a	conclusion.		
Revelation 12 is the heart of the book.  It details the great 
controversy	in	which	this	world	is	involved	and	that	has	made	
it the theater of the universe, and in the heart of Revelation 12 
is	the	theme	of	the	entire	book	.	.	.	The	main	characters	that	
arise	in	opposition	to	Christ	and	His	church	are	introduced	
in	chapters	12-14.		They	are:		the	dragon,	the	beast	out	of	the	
sea, the beast out of the earth, Babylon, and the men that have 
the mark of the beast.  Naden, The Lamb Among The Beasts, 
page 183.
 Before we begin our study of chapter 12, review 
some of the information on symbols from lesson 1.   Review 
the Principles of Interpretation in the gray box on page 3. 

The Revelation
of

Jesus Christ
- Underline the words or phrases that reflect the more passive 
qualities of the Good Shepherd.

- Circle the words or phrases that reflect the more confronta-
tional qualities of the Good Shepherd.

- Which qualities are you the most/least comfortable with?  
Why?

 As you reflect on this in prayer, what speaks to you  most 
clearly?  What does God want you to see?  As you allow that 
reality to sink in, enjoy being in God's presence.  As you linger 
there, talk to Him about the people/things that He may bring to 
your mind.
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Jesus - The One Who is Victorious

  A great and wondrous sign appeared in heaven: a woman 
clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet and a crown 
of twelve stars on her head. 2 She was pregnant and cried out 
in pain as she was about to give birth. 3 Then another sign 
appeared in heaven: an enormous red dragon with seven heads 
and ten horns and seven crowns on his heads. 4 His tail swept 
a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the earth. 
The dragon stood in front of the woman who was about to give 
birth, so that he might devour her child the moment it was 
born. 5 She gave birth to a son, a male child, who will rule all 
the nations with an iron scepter. And her child was snatched up 
to God and to his throne. 6 The woman fled into the desert to 
a place prepared for her by God, where she might be taken care 
of for 1,260 days. 7 And there was war in heaven. Michael 
and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and 
his angels fought back. 8 But he was not strong enough, and 
they lost their place in heaven. 9 The great dragon was hurled 
down--that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads 
the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his 
angels with him. 10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: 
"Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom 
of our God, and the authority of his Christ. For the accuser of 
our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, 
has been hurled down. 11 They overcame him by the blood of 
the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love 
their lives so much as to shrink from death. 12 Therefore re-
joice, you heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to the 
earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to you! He 
is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short." 13 
When the dragon saw that he had been hurled to the earth, he 
pursued the woman who had given birth to the male child. 14 
The woman was given the two wings of a great eagle, so that 
she might fly to the place prepared for her in the desert, where 
she would be taken care of for a time, times and half a time, 
out of the serpent's reach. 15 Then from his mouth the serpent 
spewed water like a river, to overtake the woman and sweep her 
away with the torrent. 16 But the earth helped the woman by 
opening its mouth and swallowing the river that the dragon 
had spewed out of his mouth. 17 Then the dragon was enraged 
at the woman and went off to make war against the rest of her 
offspring--those who obey God's commandments and hold to 
the testimony of Jesus.

 Revelation 12 (NIV)
1. What figure appears 
on the scene in verse 1?  What 
insights into this figure do you 
get from her description?

2. What additional in-
sights does verse 2 provide?

3. What additional figure 
does verse 3 describe?

4. According to verse 4, 
what role does the figure from 
verse 3 plan to assume in the 
story?

4. Briefly outline what 
happens in verse 5.

5. What happens in verse 
6?

6. In verses 7-12, John 
describes, from a slightly differ-
ent perspective, the significance 
of what had just taken place in 
verses 1-6.  
 
 a.  How does   
               John describe it?

 b.  Who is the dragon?

 c.  When did the   
      defeat occur?
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 d.  How do God's  
             people overcome?

7. What two groups are 
described in verse 12? 

8. Once the dragon realized 
his defeat, where did he next turn 
his attention?  (verse 13)

9. How does John describe 
what happened next?  (Compare 
with Ex. 19:4)

10. Compare verse 14 with 
verse 6 and 11:2-3.  What simi-
larities do you find?  (Don't get too 
bogged down in the details, just notice 
the connections)

11. What does the dragon again 
attempt to do, and what is the out-
come?  (Verses 15-16)

12. How does the dragon react 
to his continuing defeat?  (Verse 17)

A Different Kind of Nativity Scene
 He begins with an imaginative retelling 
of the nativity of Jesus. . . The ear-splitting blast of 
the seventh trumpet has already pulled the sleep-
ing	world	out	of	bed	(Rev.	11:15).		The	roused	
world	hears	the	victory	song	of	the	twenty-four	
elders	and	sees	through	a	fissure	in	the	skies	the	
temple of God, its doors open so that the Ark . . . is 
plainly	visible	(Rev.	11:15-19).		A	fusion	of	light-
ning,	thunder,	earthquake,	and	hail	marks	a	scene	
change	(nobody	leave	your	seats!)	and	a	woman	
appears in the sky theater.  She is dressed in a 
diaphanous garment woven from the rays of the 
sun,	each	thread	lambent.		Twelve	stars,	pulsating	
white	and	red	fire,	are	a	crown	on	her	head.		She	
stands on the moon.  And she is pregnant.
 This statuesque beauty rivets our 
attention	and	then	collapses	into	the	travail	of	
childbirth.		The	robust	hymn	of	the	twenty-four	
voice	all-male	chorus,	its	harmonies	still	echo-
ing	in	the	night,	is	drowned	out	by	the	cries	of	the	
woman in labor.  Suddenly a dragon appears, ugly 
as	the	woman	is	lovely.		The	reptile	is		a	crimson	
gash, violating the sky, its seven heads poised to 
devour	the	infant	coming	from	the	womb.		The	
birth-giving woman and the death-dealing dragon 
are the light-year limits of the best and worst we 
can	imagine.		The	moment	the	child	appears,	the	
dragon	lunges.		We	shut	our	eyes,	too	terrified	to	
witness the outrage.  And then, at the last possible 
moment,	there	is	rescue.		The	infant	is	seized	and	
lifted	to	the	throne	of	God.		The	mother	escapes	to	
a	place	of	safety	and	is	cared	for.	.	.	
	 The	immediate	consequence	of	the	birth	
is	not	Christmas	carols,	but	a	great	war	spread	
across	the	heavens.	.	.	.	The	dragon	and	his	hosts,	
no	match	for	Michael	and	his	angels,	falls	out	of	
the sky in a heap.  . .  This is not the nativity story 
we grew up with, but it is the nativity story all 
the	same.		Jesus'	birth	excites	more	than	wonder,	
it	excites	evil.		Herod,	Judas,	Pilate.		Ferocious	
wickedness	is	goaded	to	violence	by	this	life.		Can	
a	swaddled	infant	survive	the	machines	of	terror?		
Can	promise	out	last	horror?	.	.	.	But	we		over-
estimate	the	politics	of	Rome	and	underestimate	
the	politics	of	grace.		St.	John's	imagination	is	
adrenaline to us of little faith, and we are again 
dauntless, unimpressed by dragon bluster, sure of 
God's	preservation.		The	child	survives,	salvation	
is	assured.		God's	rule	in	intact.
     - Peterson, Eugene, Reversed Thunder, pages 119-
121.

Mythology and Dragons
 Canaanite	mythology	included	a	seven-
headed	serpent	named	Lotan	that	personified	
evil	because	it	fought	constantly	against	good.		
But	it	is	in	Babylonian	mythology	that	we	find	a	
bright-red dragon that seems to be remarkably 
like	the	dragon	John	describes	in	the	Apocalypse.		
Babylon's	figure	was	the	dragon	of	chaos	that	
had been defeated.  This seems to be an appro-
priate	reminder	of	all	John	wishes	to	convey
Naden, The Lamb Among The Beasts,., page 185

Shepherd's Rod
 John	jumps	across	the	short	life	span	
of	Jesus	(covered	in	his	Gospel	and	alluded	to	in	
Revelation	11)	and	next	depicts	Him	caught	up	
to God to the throne, where He now rules with a 
"rod	of	iron."		The	iron	is	taken	from	the	Middle	
Eastern shepherd's rod.  We are familiar with the 
crook	on	one	end,	based	on	the	many	pictures	
we	have	seen	with	that	feature.		It	fit	around	a	
sheep's	or	goat's	neck.			But	the	other	end	of	the	
staff,	the	end	that	tapped	the	ground,	usually	had	
a brass or iron ferrule.  With this the shepherd 
could	fight	off	an	attack.	.
   Ibid. page 186

Refuge in the Desert
 John	pictures	the	church	as	a	woman	
with	two	wings	of	an	eagle,	who	flew	into	the	
wilderness	where	God	cared	for	her	in	this	three-
and-a-half period, this "time[one], times[two] 
and half a time."  The serpent poured out a great 
flood	to	try	to		drown	the	church,	but	the	earth	
drank	up	this	flood,	and	the	church	survived.		
Enraged,	the	dragon/serpent	plotted	a	final	battle	
with those who still remained--"the remnant" 
as the King James Version puts it.  They were 
readily	identified	because	they	"obey	God's	com-
mandments and hold to the testimony of Jesus." . 
. .It is natural for those of us in the West to think 
of	the	desert	as	a	place	of	danger	and	death,	but	
for	Israel,	emancipated	from	Egypt,	the	desert	
became	a	place	of	freedom	and	safety.
   Ibid., page 188

13. How are God's people described in verse 17?

 a.
 (Compare with John 15:12-17)

 b.
 (John 15:26-27)
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Perceptions
(What are you seeing/hearing/sensing in this passage?)

About Jesus

As you reflect on chapter 12
what picture of Jesus is revealed here?

About our Response to Him

How does this message impact your life?

14. Chapter 12 gives us some important insights into God and His character.  Highlight one (or more) that    
have been especially meaningful to you.  (If there is something you don't see listed, write it in and  highlight it)

a. In chapter 12 the kingdom of God, (portrayed by a beautiful woman in the process of bringing new life into the world), is 
seen in stark contrast to the rule of Satan, (portrayed by a horrible dragon poised to destroy life).

b. Jesus is the Good Shepherd who not only guides his sheep, (His staff), but defends them from enemies as well (His rod).  
(See Psalm 23 and Revelation  12:5)

c. God's people "overcome" (Rev. 12:11) by the blood of the Lamb; by trusting in what Jesus has accomplished for them 
through His life, death and resurrection.   

d. ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________

**Suggestions for Further Study/Discussion/Reflection**
(for those wanting to really dig deeper)

 
15. According to Revelation 12:11, the redeemed overcome by the blood of the Lamb.  Compare this verse with Revelation 1:5, 
5:9, 7:14, 22:14.  See also John 1:29,36.  What additional insights do these passages give you?


