
Women Studying Scripture a ministry of the Calimesa Seventh-day Adventist Church Lesson 12 

Preparing To Listen
 Following Jesus is not only a joyful experience, 
it is also a dangerous one.  Of the 12 original disciples 
who responded to the invitation to follow Jesus, only one 
died a natural death, (and even then it was not because 
an unnatural one had not been attempted).  Following 
Jesus is not a particularly "safe" thing to do.  The risks 
are real.  But the risks are worth it.
 As followers of Jesus we have the unique oppor-
tunity of being a part of the "body of Christ." (1 Corin-
thians 12).  Not only does that mean that we represent 
Jesus to the world, it also means that the world will 
respond to us as it did to Jesus.  Jesus indicated to His 
first disciples that they could expect that their experience 
would parallel His own.  On the one hand Jesus said:

I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do 
what I have been doing.  He will do even greater things 
than these, because I am going to my Father.
    -John 14:12 (NIV)

And yet, on that same evening, He also shared this with 
His disciples:
         
  "If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated 
me first. 19 If you belonged to the world, it would 
love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to 
the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. 
That is why the world hates you. 20 Remember the 
words I spoke to you: 'No servant is greater than his 
master.' If they persecuted me, they will persecute 
you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey 
yours also.  . . . 26 "When the Counselor comes, 
whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit 
of truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify 
about me. 27 And you also must testify, for you have 
been with me from the beginning.
 "All this I have told you so that you will not go 
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Walking Where Jesus Walked

 This lesson is about an important kind of speech.  In 
our study of the 7 Trumpets we  saw heaven hushed and silent 
as the saints spoke their prayers to God.   Then we heard God 
speaking powerfully in response to the prayers of the saints.  
In chapters 10 & 11 we see a third kind of speech portrayed, 
the words we speak to others as we share the gospel.  In our 
study of the 7 Seals,  John paused just before the 7th Seal to 
describe the experience of the saints.   He does the same with 
the 7 Trumpets, pausing in chapters 10 & 11 to do the same 
thing, but from a slightly different perspective, before the 7th 
Trumpet blows. 

The Revelation
of

Jesus Christ
astray. 2 They will put you out of the synagogue; in 
fact, a time is coming when anyone who kills you 
will think he is offering a service to God. 3 They 
will do such things because they have not known the 
Father or me. 4 I have told you this, so that when 
the time comes you will remember that I warned 
you. . . 33"I have told you these things, so that in 
me you may have peace.  In this world you will 
have trouble.  But take heart!  I have overcome the 
world."
           -John 15:18-27 - 16:1-4, 33 (NIV)

- Underline the words or phrases that reflect the ways that we 
identify with Jesus, and He with us, as we follow Him.

- What reason(s) do you find in these verses for the world's 
opposition to Jesus and those who follow Him?

- Which verses do you find the most encouraging/helpful?

 As you reflect on this in prayer, what speaks to you  most 
clearly?  What does God want you to see?  As you allow that 
reality to sink in, enjoy being in God's presence.  As you linger 
there, talk to Him about the people/things that He may bring to 
your mind.
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Jesus - The One Who Calls Us To Witness

 Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven. He was 
robed in a cloud, with a rainbow above his head; his face was like the 
sun, and his legs were like fiery pillars. 2 He was holding a little scroll, 
which lay open in his hand. He planted his right foot on the sea and 
his left foot on the land, 3 and he gave a loud shout like the roar of a 
lion. When he shouted, the voices of the seven thunders spoke. 4 And 
when the seven thunders spoke, I was about to write; but I heard a voice 
from heaven say, "Seal up what the seven thunders have said and do not 
write it down." 5 Then the angel I had seen standing on the sea and on 
the land raised his right hand to heaven. 6 And he swore by him who 
lives for ever and ever, who created the heavens and all that is in them, 
the earth and all that is in it, and the sea and all that is in it, and said, 
"There will be no more delay! 7 But in the days when the seventh angel 
is about to sound his trumpet, the mystery of God will be accomplished, 
just as he announced to his servants the prophets." 8 Then the voice that 
I had heard from heaven spoke to me once more: "Go, take the scroll that 
lies open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the 
land." 9 So I went to the angel and asked him to give me the little scroll. 
He said to me, "Take it and eat it. It will turn your stomach sour, but in 
your mouth it will be as sweet as honey." 10 I took the little scroll from 
the angel's hand and ate it. It tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth, 
but when I had eaten it, my stomach turned sour. 11 Then I was told, 
"You must prophesy again about many peoples, nations, languages and 
kings."

(Rev 11:1-14 NIV)  I was given a reed like a measuring rod and was 
told, "Go and measure the temple of God and the altar, and count the 
worshipers there. 2 But exclude the outer court; do not measure it, because 
it has been given to the Gentiles. They will trample on the holy city for 
42 months. 3 And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will 
prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth." 4 These are the two olive 
trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth. 5 
If anyone tries to harm them, fire comes from their mouths and devours 
their enemies. This is how anyone who wants to harm them must die. 6 
These men have power to shut up the sky so that it will not rain during the 
time they are prophesying; and they have power to turn the waters into blood 
and to strike the earth with every kind of plague as often as they want. 7 Now 

 Revelation 10:1-11:14 (NIV)
1. What figure comes on 
the scene in verse 1-2?  

2. Where did you see this 
being, or someone very much 
like him, before?  Compare the 
two settings.  (10:1-11 with  
5:1-10).

3. What does the angel 
announce in verses 6-7.  (What 
is he making reference back to?  
See 6:9-11)

4. In chapter 5, the Lamb 
was given the scroll.  In chapter 
10,  John is told to take the 
"little" scroll.

 a.  What did the Lamb  
      experience  that  
     made  Him worthy  
     to take  the scroll?

 b.  How does chapter  
      10 describe John's  
      experience with the  
      scroll?

5. Compare and con-
trast 4a and 4b above.  What 
connections do you think are 
suggested here?
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Chapter 11 builds upon the 
foundation laid in chapter 10 by 
describing in figurative terms what 
it will mean for the church to bear 
witness to her Lord.

6. Chapter 11 opens with 
a metaphor that denotes both 
security and danger.  What is John 
instructed to do in verses 1-2?

(NOTE:  Measuring the temple denotes 
that those within are safe and secure as 
they gather around the throne.  Yet, the 
church also exists and bears witness in the 
world, the court of the gentiles, and there 
will experience persecution and opposi-
tion.  Notice how the church's experience is 
described in the remainder of the chapter as 
paralleling that of Jesus.  
 It is also worth noting that, 
however you assign historical dates to 
the numbers, the 1260 days or 42 months 
represent the time that the church is being 
oppressed as it bears witness)

Your notes:

7.  Briefly describe the characteris-
tics of the Two Witnesses in verses 
3-6.  What two OT characters do 
they bring to mind?

 a.

 b.

8. What happens to the two 
witnesses when they share their 
message with the world?  (Verses 
7-10)

9. How does John describe 
the final outcome for the two wit-
nesses ( verses 11-14)?

when they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up from 
the Abyss will attack them, and overpower and kill them. 8 Their 
bodies will lie in the street of the great city, which is figuratively called 
Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified. 9 For three 
and a half days men from every people, tribe, language and nation 
will gaze on their bodies and refuse them burial. 10 The inhabitants 
of the earth will gloat over them and will celebrate by sending each 
other gifts, because these two prophets had tormented those who live 
on the earth. 11 But after the three and a half days a breath of life 
from God entered them, and they stood on their feet, and terror struck 
those who saw them. 12 Then they heard a loud voice from heaven 
saying to them, "Come up here." And they went up to heaven in a 
cloud, while their enemies looked on. 13 At that very hour there was 
a severe earthquake and a tenth of the city collapsed. Seven thousand 
people were killed in the earthquake, and the survivors were terrified 
and gave glory to the God of heaven. 14 The second woe has passed; 
the third woe is coming soon.

The Nature of Witness
 It is both difficult and dangerous to tell 
the truth.  People who tell the truth not infrequent-
ly get killed.  The word used in the first Christian 
century for telling the truth about God in a given 
situation, martus, has come into our language 
as "martyr," the person who loses his life telling 
the truth. . . In contrast to other religions in the 
ancient world that went in for idol-making and 
temple-building, the biblical faith prized the truth-
telling word.  Other religions used rite and ritual 
to manipulate gods and goddesses; words were not 
used to say something, but to cast spells or give 
incantations, that would move the will of the deity.  
Biblical faith, in defiant contrast to that, insisted 
that God spoke and that we must listen and give 
answer.  "Witness" was a personal report on the 
conversation.  Prophets and apostles carried on 
a tradition of fearless speaking.  It was high-risk 
work. . .
 Out of the silence in heaven in which the 
prayers of the Christians are heard, God prepares 
to speak.  He speaks.  His speaking is, in some 
mysterious but unmistakable way, connected with 
the prayers. . . But there is another, more modest 
speech that is also important.  The words we speak 
to God (the incense-prayers) are powerful; we are 
assured of that . . . But how about the words we 
speak . . . as I stutter out God's word in my daily 
conversational encounters among people who 
would rather hear almost anything else?  That is 
the hesitancy addressed by Revelation 10 and 11, 
and the answer is emphatic:  by all means, yes!
     - Peterson, Eugene, Reversed Thunder, page 102-103

Taking the Little Scroll and Eating it.
 John is not instructed to pass on infor-
mation about God, he is commanded to assimilate 
the word of God so that when he does speak it 
will express itself artlessly in his syntax just as the 
food we eat is, when we are healthy, unconsciously 
assimilated into our nerves and muscles. 
 St. John takes the book.  But the word 
that designates the book presented to him is not 
the same word describing the book that he took.  
The heavenly voice says, "Go, take the open book 
[biblion] that is in the hand of the angel."  He 
approaches the angel and says, "Give me the little 
book[biblaridion, the diminutive of biblion]." . . 
.  "Booklet" in English, gives the sense. . . . The 
exchange of words suggests a kind of modesty 
in the work of witness. . . we are aware of the 
difference:  the opened book is that which we are 
presented, the little book is what we manage to get 
hold of and assimilate.  However much we say, we 
say only part of it.  However well we speak, we 
know that it is a halting, abbreviated version of 
the fullness that is the word become flesh. . . .
   Ibid., page 108-109

Sweet in the Mouth, Bitter in the Stomach
 God's word is sweet to the taste, like honey 
in the mouth.  But-and this is the irony of the sweet word 
of witness--the word is often not received but rejected . 
. . No biblical witness that we know of--not Moses, not 
Elijah, not John the Baptist, not our Lord himself, is 
unacquainted with this bitterness. . . Difficult or not, it 
must be done.  Successful or not, it must be done.  God 
wills that his redemptive activity in history and among 
persons be known . . .
   Ibid. pages 110
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Perceptions
(What are you seeing/hearing/sensing in this passage?)

About Jesus

As you reflect on chapters 10 & 11,
what picture of Jesus is revealed here?

About our Response to Him

How does this message impact your life?

10. Chapters 10 and 11 give us some important insights into God and His character.  Highlight one (or more) that    
have been especially meaningful to you.  (If there is something you don't see listed, write it in and  highlight it)

a. As we go about the task of witness, Revelation reminds us that  our experience will parallel that of our Lord when He did the 
same.  We will truly walk were Jesus walked.

b. As we complete the task of witness, Revelation reminds us that our experience will parallel that of our Lord when He did the 
same.  We will gather around the throne in heaven victorious in Him.

c. Safe and secure in Jesus, and yet very much at risk in the world, we have the privilege of sharing our own "little" scrolls with 
others as we point them toward the One worthy to open The Scroll.

d. ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________

**Suggestions for Further Study/Discussion/Reflection**
(for those wanting to really dig deeper)

 
11. Some commentators suggest that Revelation 11 parallels the transfiguration accounts in the Gospels.  Compare them and see 
what additional insights you can find.  (Remember the purpose of the transfiguration visit was to encourage and strengthen Jesus for 
the witness He was about to bear).

12. Compare Revelation 10 with Ezekiel 1-3.  What similarities do you find?


