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Preparing To Listen
	 Do	you	ever	find	yourself	wondering	if	praying	
makes	a	difference?		Do	stories	of	answered	prayer	more	
often	encourage,	or	cause	you	to	wonder	at	God's	appar-
ent	silence	in	response	to	your	prayers?		When	we	pray	
and	things	don't	seem	to	change,	it	is	easy	to	wonder	if	
God	is	paying	attention,	and	if	He	is,	why	He	isn't	doing	
something	more	noticeable.		We	assume	that	if	we	don't	
see	things	happening,	nothing	is	going	on.		And	yet,	if	
we	could	glimpse	what	is	happening	around	the	throne	in	
heaven,	we	might	have	a	very	different	perspective.
	 About	1500	years	before	Revelation	was	written,	
God's	people	were	struggling	with	similar	questions.			As	
they	scraped	the	caked-on	mud	from	their	fingers,	and	
prepared	for	another	difficult	day	of	work,	they	had	no	
idea	that	their	prayers	were	about	to	be	answered	in	a	
most	unexpected	way.		Notice	what	happened	in	Exodus	
3:1-10	(NIV):
         
  Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his 
father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led 
the flock to the far side of the desert and came to 
Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of 
the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from 
within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was 
on fire it did not burn up. 3 So Moses thought, "I 
will go over and see this strange sight--why the 
bush does not burn up." 4 When the LORD saw that 
he had gone over to look, God called to him from 
within the bush, "Moses! Moses!" And Moses said, 
"Here I am." 5 "Do not come any closer," God said. 
"Take off your sandals, for the place where you are 
standing is holy ground." 6 Then he said, "I am the 
God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac and the God of Jacob." At this, Moses hid 
his face, because he was afraid to look at God. 7 
The LORD said, "I have indeed seen the misery of 
my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out 

41(C)	1997,	KEC

Of Prayer and Trumpets
 One	of	the	things	that	is	most	often	overlooked	in	the	
rush	to	decipher	the	meaning	of	the	numerous	details	of	the	7	
Trumpets,	is	the	event	from	which	they	flow.		So	that	we	do	
not	loose	sight	of	the	picture	of	Jesus	revealed	here	amid	all	
the	details,	(as	well	as	the	limitations	of	time	and	space),	we	
will	leave	the	fine	points	to	others,	and	attempt	to	grasp	the	
overall	picture	of	what	the	Trumpets	express.

The Revelation
of

Jesus Christ
because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned 
about their suffering. 8 So I have come down to 
rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to 
bring them up out of that land into a good and spa-
cious land, a land flowing with milk and honey--the 
home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizz-
ites, Hivites and Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of the 
Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way 
the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 So now, go. I 
am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the 
Israelites out of Egypt."

-	Underline	the	words	or	phrases	that	describe	God's	attitude	
toward	His	people	during	the	time	of	their	suffering	in	bond-
age.

-	How	do	you	think	things	must	have	looked	from	the	perspec-
tive	of	the	Israelites	during	this	time	of	bondage?

-	What	insights	into	prayer	and	God's	answers	to	prayer	do	
you	find	in	this	story?

 As	you	reflect	on	this	in	prayer,	what	speaks	to	you		most	
clearly?		What	does	God	want	you	to	see?		As	you	allow	that	
reality	to	sink	in,	enjoy	being	in	God's	presence.		As	you	linger	
there,	talk	to	Him	about	the	people/things	that	He	may	bring	to	
your	mind.
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Jesus - The One Who Listens and Answers

When he opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about 
half an hour. 2 And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and to 
them were given seven trumpets. 3 Another angel, who had a golden cen-
ser, came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense to offer, with 
the prayers of all the saints, on the golden altar before the throne. 4 The 
smoke of the incense, together with the prayers of the saints, went up be-
fore God from the angel's hand. 5 Then the angel took the censer, filled it 
with fire from the altar, and hurled it on the earth; and there came peals 
of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning and an earthquake. 6 Then 
the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared to sound them. 
7 The first angel sounded his trumpet, and there came hail and fire mixed with 
blood, and it was hurled down upon the earth. A third of the earth was burned 
up, a third of the trees were burned up, and all the green grass was burned up. 
8 The second angel sounded his trumpet, and something like a huge mountain, 
all ablaze, was thrown into the sea. A third of the sea turned into blood, 9 a 
third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were de-
stroyed. 
10 The third angel sounded his trumpet, and a great star, blazing like a torch, 
fell from the sky on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water-- 11 the 
name of the star is Wormwood. A third of the waters turned bitter, and many 
people died from the waters that had become bitter. 
12 The fourth angel sounded his trumpet, and a third of the sun was struck, 
a third of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of them turned 
dark. A third of the day was without light, and also a third of the night. 13 As 
I watched, I heard an eagle that was flying in midair call out in a loud voice: 
"Woe! Woe! Woe to the inhabitants of the earth, because of the trumpet blasts 
about to be sounded by the other three angels!"

(Rev 9 NIV)  The fifth angel sounded his trumpet, and I saw a star that had 
fallen from the sky to the earth. The star was given the key to the shaft of the 
Abyss. 2 When he opened the Abyss, smoke rose from it like the smoke from a 
gigantic furnace. The sun and sky were darkened by the smoke from the Abyss. 
3 And out of the smoke locusts came down upon the earth and were given 
power like that of scorpions of the earth. 4 They were told not to harm the grass 
of the earth or any plant or tree, but only those people who did not have the 
seal of God on their foreheads. 5 They were not given power to kill them, but 
only to torture them for five months. And the agony they suffered was like that 
of the sting of a scorpion when it strikes a man. 6 During those days men will 
seek death, but will not find it; they will long to die, but death will elude them. 
7 The locusts looked like horses prepared for battle. On their heads they wore 
something like crowns of gold, and their faces resembled human faces. 8 Their 
hair was like women's hair, and their teeth were like lions' teeth. 9 They had 
breastplates like breastplates of iron, and the sound of their wings was like the 
thundering of many horses and chariots rushing into battle. 10 They had tails 
and stings like scorpions, and in their tails they had power to torment people for five months. 
11 They had as king over them the angel of the Abyss, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, 

 Revelation 8:1-9:21& 11:15-19 (NIV)

The	opening	of	the	7th	seal	sets	
the	stage	for	the	7	trumpets.		To	
understand	the	significance	of	
the	Trumpets,	we	need	to	revisit	
the	7th	seal.

1.	 Immediately	follow-
ing	the	depiction	of	the	cries	
of	those	who	did	not	welcome	
the	second	coming	of	Jesus	
(6:15-17)	and	the	redeemed	
filling	heaven	with	loud	singing	
(7:9-17)	is	the	opening	of	the	
7th	seal.		What	do	you	notice	in	
verse	1	that	is	in	clear	contrast	
to	what	has	gone	before?

2.	 Who	does	John	see	in	
verse	2?

3.	 Who	does	John	see	
in	verses	3-4,	and	what	is	this	
being	doing?

4.	 Compare	verses	3-4	
with	6:9-11.		What	insight	does	
this	give	you	into	the	content	of	
the	prayers.

5.	 What	does	the	angel	
do	in	verse	5?		How	does	this	
tie	in	with	your	insights	from	
question	4?

6.	 In	response	to	what	
happens	in	8:1-5,	the	seven	
trumpets	begin	to	blow.		With-
out getting bogged down in the 
details,	briefly	outline	what	
each	of	the	trumpets	seem	to	be	
about.		(See	next	page)
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TRUMPET 1

TRUMPET 2

TRUMPET 3

TRUMPET 4

TRUMPET 5

TRUMPET 6

TRUMPET 7

7.		What	percentage	of	people/
things	are	directly	impacted	by	the		
trumpets?		What	is	the	significance	
of	this?

8.		What	does	9:20-21	tell	us	about	
the	purpose	of	the	trumpets?

9.		How	does	the	7th	trumpet	
relate	to	8:1-5	and	6:9-11?

and in Greek, Apollyon. 12 The first woe is past; two other woes are yet to come. 
13 The sixth angel sounded his trumpet, and I heard a voice coming from the 
horns of the golden altar that is before God. 14 It said to the sixth angel who had 
the trumpet, "Release the four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates." 
15 And the four angels who had been kept ready for this very hour and day and 
month and year were released to kill a third of mankind. 16 The number of the 
mounted troops was two hundred million. I heard their number. 17 The horses 
and riders I saw in my vision looked like this: Their breastplates were fiery red, 
dark blue, and yellow as sulfur. The heads of the horses resembled the heads of 
lions, and out of their mouths came fire, smoke and sulfur. 18 A third of man-
kind was killed by the three plagues of fire, smoke and sulfur that came out of 
their mouths. 19 The power of the horses was in their mouths and in their tails; 
for their tails were like snakes, having heads with which they inflict injury. 
20 The rest of mankind that were not killed by these plagues still did not repent of 
the work of their hands; they did not stop worshiping demons, and idols of gold, 
silver, bronze, stone and wood--idols that cannot see or hear or walk. 21 Nor did 
they repent of their murders, their magic arts, their sexual immorality or their 
thefts.

(Rev 11:15-19 NIV)  The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there were 
loud voices in heaven, which said: "The kingdom of the world has become the 
kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign for ever and ever." 16 
And the twenty-four elders, who were seated on their thrones before God, fell on 
their faces and worshiped God, 17 saying: "We give thanks to you, Lord God 
Almighty, the One who is and who was, because you have taken your great power 
and have begun to reign. 18 The nations were angry; and your wrath has come. 
The time has come for judging the dead, and for rewarding your servants the 
prophets and your saints and those who reverence your name, both small and 
great-- and for destroying those who destroy the earth." 19 Then God's temple in 
heaven was opened, and within his temple was seen the ark of his covenant. And 
there came flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake and a 
great hailstorm.

The Trumpets
 Jericho is the most vivid memory evoked by the trumpets, but 
there are many others . . . the Lord said to Moses, "Make two silver 
trumpets; of hammered work you shall make them; and you shall use 
them for summoning the congregation, and for breaking camp" (Num. 
10:1-2).  The trumpets are to be used again to call the people to war 
"that you may be remembered before the Lord your God, and you shall 
be saved from your enemies" (Num 10:9).  The trumpets are to be blown 
on days of gladness "at your appointed feasts, and at the beginnings of 
your months" to signal "remembrance before your God" (Num 10:10).  
The most prominent of the trumpet-announced feasts was New Year's 
Day (Ros Hashanah) followed by ten days of penitence that prepare for 
the holiest day of the year, the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur).. . The 
trumpet signaled the jubilee year . . . The jubilee proclaimed liberty.  All 
property was restored to original owners, debts were absolved, the land 
left fallow, slaves set free . . . Some in St. John's congregations  would 
still remember the long ago days when they had worshiped in the Jeru-
salem temple.  Trumpets, for them, would arouse memories of the rich 
sounds and sights of temple worship.. . . The same pattern and sequence 
they had seen practiced on earth, they now see taking place in heaven.  
Prayer pulls the actions of heaven and earth into correspondence. 
					-	Peterson,	Eugene,	Reversed	Thunder,	page	96-97

Prayer, The Context of the Trumpets
 Out of the silence of heaven, actions are prepared.  The prayers 
are not simply stored on the altar, they are mixed with the fire of God's 
spirit and returned to the earth. . . . The trumpet is the metaphor St. John 
uses to show how certainly and powerfully God is at work in our prayers.  

Exodus Imagery
 The trumpet plagues reconstruct the exodus plagues.  The 
exodus plagues were not punitive but purgative, sent not simply to make 
Pharaoh miserable, but to get him to change his mind, to repent. The 
purpose continues here, as the praying imagination prepares to apply 
the trumpet plagues to our lives.  The first trumpet plagues show that 
there is safety in neither earth nor sea nor sky (Rev. 8:7-11).  Salvation 
comes from God and only from God. . . The poisoning of the waters (Rev 
8:10-11) is a contrast to the freshening of the waters when Moses threw a 
tree into the pool at Marah (Exod. 15:22-25). . . The darkening of the lu-
minaries - sun, moon, stars --throws a shadow over all of life (Rev 8:12).  
. . . When any of the great elements of creation get between us and God, 
becoming idols, judgment topples them and restores us to simple trust 
and adoration.  Every misplaced trust and every mistaken devotion is 
called into question. . . . Then come the locusts (Rev 9:1-11).  Enmity 
with God is a ferocious assault on humankind.  Joel's locust prophecy is 
recast to show the terrible consequences of a life that refuses the way of 
repentance.  Only in repentance are we saved from the terrors of sin. . . 
in parallel with the passover plague when the Egyptian first born were 
slain by the death angel, the sixth angel's trumpet signals death for some 
and life for others (Rev 9:13-19).  . . the seventh trumpet (Rev. 11:15-19) 
. . . opens a heavenly scene of answered prayer: . . The rule is complete.  
The reign is glorious.  God's temple in heaven is opened and the ark of 
the covenant is seen there accompanied by loud sounds of victory.  
	 	 	 Ibid.,	page	699-100

As our prayers return to earth in the censer, seven angels get ready to 
blow their trumpets.  As the unsealings were signs of revelation, so the 
trumpets signal proclamation.  [God	is	about	to	act	on	behalf	of	His	
people].
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Perceptions
(What are you seeing/hearing/sensing in this passage?)

About Jesus

As	you	reflect	on	the	7	Trumpet	sequence,
what	picture	of	Jesus	is	revealed	here?

About our Response to Him

How	does	this	message	impact	your	life?

10.	 The	7	trumpets	give	us	some	significant	glimpses	of	God	and	Who	He	is.		Highlight	one	(or	more)	that		 	 	
have	been	especially	meaningful	to	you.		(If	there	is	something	you	don't	see	listed,	write	it	in	and		highlight	it)

a.	 Revelation	depicts	heaven	silenced	as	God	attentively	hears	the	prayers	of	His	people	and	prepares	to	act	on	their	behalf.

b.	 As	the	plagues	were	to	the	ancient	Egyptians,	the	trumpets	are	God's	warning	against	putting	one's	faith	in	the	creation	rather	
than	the	Creator.

c.	 As	the	plagues	were	to	the	ancient	Israelites,	the	trumpets	signal	that	their	prayers	have	been	heard,	and	that	God	is	acting	on	
their	behalf	to	bring	about	salvation.

d.	 ________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________________

**Suggestions for Further Study/Discussion/Reflection**
(for those wanting to really dig deeper)

 
11.	 Compare	the	7	trumpets	with	the	story	of	the	Exodus	(Exodus	3-12).		What	insights	from	the	Exodus	story	contribute	to	your	
understanding	of	the	trumpets?


