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Preparing To Listen
	 What	is	the	first	thing	that	comes	to	mind	when	
you	think	of	the	second	coming	of	Christ--		singing	be-
fore	the	throne	of	God,	or	people	crying	out	for	the	rocks	
and	mountains	to	fall	on	them?		What	images	come	to	
mind?		What	feelings	are	elicited?		How	anxious	or	se-
cure	do	you	feel?			How	would	God	like	you	respond	as	
you	contemplate	such	things?
	 Listen	to	the	words	of	Jesus	as	he	talks	to	His	
disciples	about	how	to	relate	to	these	events:

         
  "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust 
in God ; trust also in me. 2 In my Father's house 
are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told 
you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
back and take you to be with me that you also may 
be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place 
where I am going." 5 Thomas said to him, "Lord, 
we don't know where you are going, so how can we 
know the way?" 6 Jesus answered, "I am the way 
and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Fa-
ther except through me. 7 If you really knew me, you 
would know my Father as well. From now on, you 
do know him and have seen him."
    John 14:1-7 (NIV)

Later	on	John	writes	this:

  In this way, love is made complete among us so 
that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, 
because in this world we are like him. 18 There is 
no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, be-
cause fear has to do with punishment. The one who 
fears is not made perfect in love.
    1 John 4:17-18 (NIV)
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God's People Sealed
 In	the	last	lesson	we	noticed	that	the	description	
of	the	opening	of	the	sixth	seal	contained	two	contrasting	
pictures.		One	was	the	picture	of	those	who	had	rejected	
God	and	oppressed	God's	people.	They	cry	out	for	the	
rocks	and	mountains	to	fall	on	them.		The	other	much	
larger	picture	is	of	God's	people	sealed	and	standing	be-
fore	the	throne	of	God.		These	contrasting	pictures	high-
light	one	of	the	interesting	characteristics	of	the	book	
of	Revelation.		Whenever	God's	people	are	described,	
they	are	seen	in	heavenly	places,	usually	surrounding	the	
throne	with	the	rest	of	the	heavenly	host.		Those	who	are	
not	God's	people	are	described	as	the	kings	of	the	earth	
or	those	who	dwell	upon	the	earth.		This	is	a	helpful	
distinction	to	keep	in	mind	as	we	continue.		

The Revelation
of

Jesus Christ
-	Underline	the	words	or	phrases	that	describe	how	God	
would	like	us	to	"view"	the	second	coming.

-	Make	a		list	of	words	that	describe	the	thoughts	or	feel-
ings	that	come	to	mind	when	you	think	about	the	second	
coming	and	the	judgement.		Next	to	them	make	a	list	
based	on	the	texts	from	John	and	1	John.		How	are	they	
similar	or	different?

 As	you	reflect	on	this	in	prayer,	what	speaks	to	you		
most	clearly?		What	does	God	want	you	to	see?		As	you	
allow	that	reality	to	sink	in,	enjoy	being	in	God's	pres-
ence.		As	you	linger	there,	talk	to	Him	about	the	people/
things	that	He	may	bring	to	your	mind.
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Jesus - The One Who Seals Us

  After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, 
holding back the four winds of the earth to prevent any wind from blow-
ing on the land or on the sea or on any tree. 2 Then I saw another angel 
coming up from the east, having the seal of the living God. He called out 
in a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to harm the 
land and the sea: 3 "Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees until we 
put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God." 4 Then I heard the 
number of those who were sealed: 144,000 from all the tribes of Israel. 

5 From the tribe of Judah 12,000 were sealed, from the tribe of Reuben 
12,000, from the tribe of Gad 12,000, 6 from the tribe of Asher 12,000, 
from the tribe of Naphtali 12,000, from the tribe of Manasseh 12,000, 
7 from the tribe of Simeon 12,000, from the tribe of Levi 12,000, from 
the tribe of Issachar 12,000, 8 from the tribe of Zebulun 12,000, from 
the tribe of Joseph 12,000, from the tribe of Benjamin 12,000. 9 After 
this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could 
count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the 
throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were 
holding palm branches in their hands. 10 And they cried out in a loud 
voice: "Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the 
Lamb." 11 All the angels were standing around the throne and around the 
elders and the four living creatures. They fell down on their faces before 
the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying: "Amen! Praise and glory and 
wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength be to our God for 
ever and ever. Amen!" 13 Then one of the elders asked me, "These in white 
robes--who are they, and where did they come from?" 14 I answered, "Sir, 
you know." And he said, "These are they who have come out of the great 
tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. 15 Therefore, "they are before the throne of God and 
serve him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will 
spread his tent over them. 16 Never again will they hunger; never again 
will they thirst. The sun will not beat upon them, nor any scorching 
heat. 17 For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; he 
will lead them to springs of living water. And God will wipe away every 
tear from their eyes."

 Revelation 7:1-17 (NIV)
1.	 What	does	John	see	
the	angels	doing	in	verse	1?

2.	 What	other	angel	does	
John	see	(verse	2)	and	what	is	
the	angel	carrying?

3.	 What	does	this	other	
angel	instruct	the	4	angels	to	
do?

4.	 What	is	reassuring	
about	what	the	angel	has	to	say	
to	the	other	four	angels?

5.	 What	number	is	at-
tached	to	those	who	are	sealed?		

6.	 What	symbolic signifi-
cance	do	you	find	in	the	num-
ber?		(Review	lesson	1,	page	3)

7.	 What	symbolic sig-
nificance	do	you	find	in	equal	
numbers	being	represented	
from	all	the	tribes	of	Israel?

8.	 What	does	verse	9	tell	
as	about	the	actual	number	of	
people	being	referred	to?
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9.			 How	are	the	sealed	people	described	in	verse	9?

	 a.	 Where	are	they	standing?		(See	chapter		 	
	 4&5)

	 b.	 What	are	they	wearing?

	 c.	 What	are	they	holding?

	 d.	 What	are	they	saying?

10.	 How	does	the	rest	of	the	heavenly	host	around	the	
throne	respond	to	their	presence	there,	and	what	they	are	do-
ing?

11.	 How	does	one	of	the	elder's	help	John	understand	
who	these	people	really	are?		(verse	13-14)

12.	 How	does	the	elder	describe	them	in	verse	14?

	 a.	
	 		(compare	with	John	15:15-25)

	 b.
	 		(compare	with	1	John	2:1-2)

13.	 In	the	verses	that	follow	(15-17)	John	describes	who	
these	people	are	and	what	they	will	experience.		Outline	below	
what	these	verses	say	about	them.

14.	 Review	your	answer	to	question	13,	but	this	time	
do	not	answer	it	in	terms	of	"what	it	says	about	them,	"	
but	what	it	says	about	us."		Put	yourself	in	the	scene,	and	
taste	what	is	being	shared	with	you.

The Scroll
 In the first verses of Revelation 7, we read of three 
sets of 4 (four angels, four corners, four winds).  According 
to this passage, the earth is flat and has four corners (the way 
the people of ancient times spoke of it), and an angel at each 
corner restrains a particular wind of calamity.  (The ancients 
believed that angels administered the forces of nature.  For 
example, later in Revelation John referred to the angel of fire 
[Rev. 14:18].)
 Naden, Roy, The Lamb Among the Beasts, page 125

Who Can Stand?
 Revelation 6 ends with a question that must be 
answered, although we do not really expect an answer.  The 
question is rhetorical and assumes a negative response:  "Who 
can stand?"  Why, of course, no one. . .
 The question does not expect an answer.  We already 
know the answer.  But it gets an answer--and the answer is a 
surprise.  The giving of the answer is so urgent and of such 
moment that the seventh unsealing is delayed until the answer 
is given in full.  Who can stand?  The angels can . . .And a 
"multitude which no man could number" stands (Rev. 7:9) . 
. . This is the big surprise.  Christians appear to be a sorry 
minority.  What with war, famine, pestilence, persecution and 
catastrophe . . . but that is not the real world. . . St. John sees 
and hears another reality, less visible but more solid, that is 
already in existence and into which no evil can penetrate.  It is 
the Christian reality, the life of faith.
   		-	Peterson,	Eugene,	Reversed	Thunder,	page	81-82

God's People Sealed
 These are not the first sealings in scripture.  Old Testament 
Ezekiel (Ezek. 9). . . give sealings against previous judgments let loose 
in the world.  More significant for Christians is St. Paul's "In him you 
also, who have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, 
and have believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 
which is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession 
of it, to the  praise of his glory" (Eph. 1:13-14, 4:30). . . . It is in the 
midst of experienced historical evil that we are protected (sealed).
	 	 	 	 Ibid,	page	83

	 The	sealing	of	Ezekiel	9	protected	those	who	worshiped	
the	Creator	from	the	judgements	to	fall	upon	those	who	worshiped	
creation.		In	the	same	manner,	the	sealing	in	Revelation	7	distinguishes	
those	who	worship	the	Creator	(See	Rev	4&5)	from	those	who	wor-
ship	the	works	of	their	own	hands	(See	Rev	9:20).		Adventists	have	
seen	in	the	Sabbath	which	calls	us	to	celebrate	God	as	Creator	and	
Redeemer;	and	to	set	aside	our	preoccupation	with	what	we	do	and	
create,	as	an	expression	of	the	seal	of	God.

144,000 and the Great Multitude 
 . . . the 144,000 (Rev. 7:4-8) and the "multitude 
which no man can number" (Rev 7:9) . . . are the same people.  
Rhymed repetition is a favorite device among poets to achieve 
emphasis.  The art of rhyme is to nearly but not quite duplicate 
sound. . . Hebrew poets (who are the ones St. John grew up 
with) rhymed not sounds but meanings.  They put alongside 
one another not attention-getting sounds but awareness-evok-
ing meanings. . . . St. John hears the number of the sealed as 
144,000.  When he looks, he sees a multitude that no man can 
number.  Sound is "rhymed" with sight. . . . John hears God's 
declaration of the total number--absolutely complete, not a 
single one missing, the all-inclusive 144,000 (12 squared, then 
multiplied). When he himself looks, he sees that this definite 
total known to God is a numberless multitude beyond calcula-
tion from any human point of view.  
	 	 	 	 Ibid.,	page	83-84
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Perceptions
(What are you seeing/hearing/sensing in this passage?)

About Jesus

As	you	reflect	on	the	scene	in	chapter	7,
what	picture	of	Jesus	is	revealed	here?

About our Response to Him

How	does	this	message	impact	your	life?

15.	 The	scene	described	in	chapter	7	contains	rich	insights	into	God's	character.		Highlight	one	(or	more)	that		 	 	
have	been	especially	meaningful	to	you.		(If	there	is	something	you	don't	see	listed,	write	it	in	and		highlight	it)

a.	 God's	first	priority	is	the	security	of	His	people.		Before	any	of	the	winds	of	judgement	blow,	God	seals	and	makes		secure	
His	own	people.

b.	 Those	who	are	sealed	are	described	as	standing	before	the	throne	in		heaven	clothed	in	the	white	robes	of	God's	forgiveness	
and	His	righteousness,		holding	symbols	of	Christ's	victory	which	has	become	theirs.

c.	 The	Lamb,	Jesus,	Who	stands	at	the	center	of	the	throne	in	heaven,	continues	to	be	the	same	Good	Shepherd	for	His	people	
as	was	described	by	John	in	John	10.

d.	 ________________________________________________________________________________________________	

	 ________________________________________________________________________________________________

**Suggestions for Further Study/Discussion/Reflection**
(for those wanting to really dig deeper)

 
16.	 Compare	the	list	of	the	twelve	tribes	in	Revelation	7	with	the	original	list	in	Genesis	49.		Which	tribe	is	missing.		What	can	
you	discover	as	to	why	this	tribe	might	have	been	omitted	from	the	list?		(Some	clues	might	be	found	in	the	reason	given	for	worship	
in	Chapter	4,	and	how	those	who	have	rejected	God	are	described	in	places	like	Rev	8:20).		


