
Women Studying Scripture a ministry of the Calimesa Seventh-day Adventist Church Lesson 1

Preparing To Listen
  For many, the book of Revelation is like receiv-
ing the gift of a new car, but without the car keys.  It 
looks great parked in the driveway, but we are not 
quite sure what to do with it. 
 It is not that we ignore it.  Far from it.  In fact, 
in some respects, we come to know the car quite 
well.  From diagraming the layout of the fuel injection 
system to discussing the significance of the tread pat-
terns on the tires, we may become quite well informed 
about it. 
  Some of the more adventuresome, sensing 
a need for a richer automotive experience, may even  
attempt to take it out for a spin.  It does look quite 
impressive on the road!  However, without the engine 
running, functional power brakes, or the steering 
column unlocked, the curves in the road are difficult to 
navigate.  The result can be a bit rough on the neigh-
bor's landscaping and public relations in general.    
 Car keys make all the difference in the world.  
With a smoothly running engine, a clear windshield 
to see what is ahead, and well adjusted mirrors to see 
what is behind, actually driving the car should be an 
entirely different experience.  It is an experience that 
focuses less upon detailed knowledge of fuel injec-
tions systems and tread wear patterns, (as helpful as 
those things may be), and more upon the basic rules of 
the road.  It is an experience that focuses less on Auto 
Mechanics and more upon Driver's Education.
 In a couple of places, Jesus addressed a group 
of people who, when it came to their religious lives, 
were more versed in Auto Mechanics than in Driver's 
Education:

  "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, 
you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices--mint, 
dill and cummin. But you have neglected the more 
important matters of the law--justice, mercy and faith-
fulness. You should have practiced the latter, without 
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 These lessons are not about auto mechanics.  There 
are many resources available containing dates, diagrams, 
timelines, and other technical information concerning the 
book of Revelation.  These lessons, while they certainly have 
implications for these things, are more concerned with 
Driver's Education.  What they hope to place in your hands 
are car keys, not spark plugs.  While they may stretch your 
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neglecting the former. 24 You blind guides! You strain 
out a gnat but swallow a camel.  
    Mat 23:23-24 (NIV) 

 You diligently study the Scriptures because you 
think that by them you possess eternal life. These are 
the Scriptures that testify about me, 40 yet you refuse to 
come to me to have life.  
    John 5:39-40 (NIV)  

As you reflect on this passage of scripture:

- Underline the words or phrases that reflect an "Auto 
Mechanics" focus.

- Circle the words or phrases that reflect a "Driver's 
Education" focus.

- What are the concerns you hear Jesus expressing in 
these verses?

- What is the picture of God that emerges in these 
verses?

- As you reflect on these verses in prayer, what does 
God most want you to see?  As you allow that reality to sink 
in, enjoy being in God's presence.  As you linger there, talk 
to Him about the people/things that He may bring to your 
mind.
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Opening Up The Passage

 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave 
him to show his servants what must soon take place. 
He made it known by sending his angel to his servant 
John, 2 who testifies to everything he saw--that is, the 
word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. 3 Blessed 
is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and 
blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is 
written in it, because the time is near. 

4 John, 
To the seven churches in the province of Asia: 4bGrace 
and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and 
who is to come, and from the seven spirits before his 
throne, 5a and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful 
witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the 
kings of the earth. 5bTo him who loves us and has freed 
us from our sins by his blood, 6 and has made us to 
be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father-
-to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. 7 

Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will 
see him, even those who pierced him; and all the peoples 
of the earth will mourn because of him. So shall it be! 
Amen. 8 "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the 
Lord God, "who is, and who was, and who is to come, 
the Almighty." 

 Revelation 1:1-8 (NIV)

thinking, my hope is that  your experience will come from behind the wheel rather than from under the hood.   In this introduc-
tory lesson, we will lay a foundation upon which we will build. 

 John begins by speaking of the 
"Revelation," (the Greek word is Apoca-
lypse -- literally "unveiling or disclosure"), 
of something.   Let's explore what  is 
"unveiled" or "disclosed."

1. The first five words are crucial in  
understanding the book of Revelation, 
and yet they are the ones most often 
overlooked.  What does this phrase, (par-
ticularly the shortest word which carries a 
double meaning), tell you about:

a. What is being revealed?

b. The source of what is being  
 revealed?

Compare how John begins this book, (vs. 
1), with that of his gospel, (John 1:1-3, 14).  
What similarities do you notice?

2. Who took the initiative in getting 
this information to John?  (verse 1)

3. What does John write about in 
the book of Revelation? (verse 2, first part) 

4. What terms does John use to 
describe what he saw.  What is their sig-
nificance?  (verse 2,  second part) 

5. John says that people who do 
three specific things with this Revelation 
will be blessed by it.  (Verse 3).  List these 
below.  What do they mean?

a.

b.

c.

A Message of Hope
Around the time Revelation was written, the Emperor Domition had issued a decree 
that all who failed to acknowledge Caesar as Lord would be put to death.  Many 
in the early church lost their lives.  In the midst of this situation, Revelation came 
as a message of encouragement and hope to the young church, proclaiming that in 
spite of the difficult times, and the seeming strength of the forces of evil, God will 
ultimately triumph on behalf of His people.
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6. Who is the letter:  (see verse 4)

 a. From (i.e. the human writer) ?

 b. Addressed to?

7. Even though the one who is writing identifies himself, it is 
clear the letter is from someone else, (verse 4).  It is this "Someone 
Else." Who sends the greeting..  

 a. What  does the One Who is the source of   
  the Revelation desire for His recipients?

  ___________ & ____________ to you

 b. How is this "Someone Else" described?  (verse 
4-5)
  (Identify and describe the person)

  (1)
      (a)
   (b)
   (c)

  (2)

NOTE:  the phrase "seven spirits" can also be translated "seven-fold" spirit.

  (3)
   (a)
   (b)
   (c)

8. What does John say in response to the above greeting?   
 (See verses 5b - 6)

 a. To him who ________   _____  
 b.  and has _________  ______ from _____  ______ by 
       ______   ________
 c.  and has made us to be a ___________ ___ ________

9. John continues His response in verse 7.  What event does  
 he focus on in this response?

10. What do you think Jesus means by "I am the Alpha and the  
 Omega" in the first half of verse 8?

11. Look at the second half of verse 8 where Jesus describes  
 Himself.  Notice how each of  these descriptions corre 
  sponds to three sections we have just completed 
(verses   4b-5a; 5b-6; 7).  Can you find any other groupings 
of    things in 3's?  

Classical Approaches to the Book of Revelation

 In the study of the Book of Revelation, there are four 
basic approaches taken  These are summarized as follows:

PRETERIST - School of interpretation that assumes that Revela-
tion was addressed only to the people living in the time of 
John.
FUTURIST - School of interpretation that assumes that Revela-
tion was written for people living at the very end of time.
HISTORICIST- School of interpretation that assumes that Rev-
elation outlines the history of the church from its inception to 
the end of time.
IDEALIST - School of interpretation that assumes that Revela-
tion is a symbolic portrayal of how the conflict between good 
and evil will play itself out down through the ages.  Symbols 
may apply to different specific entities in different ages.

Each of the above approaches has its strengths and weakness-
es.  All have something to contribute.  None are completely 
adequate on their own.

Principles of Interpretation (Keys to Meaning)

 KEY 1 Jesus is the Center of the Book.  First and 
Foremost, this is a book about Jesus.  He is the central figure in 
the book, and the One to Whom John continually directs our 
attention.  These lessons will focus primarily on the pictures of 
Jesus that Revelation presents.

 KEY 2  The Book of Revelation is solidly built on Old 
Testament Imagery.  Of the 404 verses in Revelation there are 
518 elusions to Old Testament passages. While few, if any, of 
these are direct quotations, they are the substance from which 
the images John portrays are shaped.  These Old Testament 
images are reinterpreted in light of the life, death and resur-
rection of Jesus. Old Testament names and places reappear 
with expanded meaning.  Special prominence is also given to 
sanctuary imagery, and events from the book of Daniel.  As a 
general rule, things that were local and literal in the Old Testa-
ment, become universal and spiritual in Revelation.  

 KEY 3  Revelation, in the general style of apololyptic 
literature of the time, is primarily a symbolic rather than literal 
book.   Rich use is made of contrasting symbols, (Beast vrs. 
Lamb, Pure Woman vrs. Harlot, Babylon vrs. New Jerusalem, the 
Sea of Glass vrs. the Lake of Fire, etc.).  Contrasting images are 
used to portray the qualities of the things they represent. 
  In much the same way, numbers are used, primar-
ily, to express qualities rather than quantities.    The number 3 
represents unity and completeness.  4 carries the connotation 
of universality.  7 represents perfection and completeness.  In 
fact, the whole book of Revelation is built around the number 
7.  12 is associated with the kingdom of God, while 10 tends 
to be associated with worldly kingdoms.  The significance of 
numbers appears not only when they are mentioned, but in 
how ideas are grouped together.  (Notice the groups of 3's in 
this weeks scripture passage).
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Perceptions
(What are you seeing/hearing/sensing in this passage?)

About Jesus

As you reflect on this passage, 
what picture of  Jesus is revealed?

About our Response to Him

How does this passage impact your life?

12. Several significant things are said about Jesus  in this lesson, a few of which are listed below.  Highlight one (or more) that  
 have been especially meaningful to you.  (If there is something you don't see listed, write it in and   highlight it)

a. First and foremost, Revelation is about Jesus.

b. Revelation begins and builds upon a picture of Jesus that emphasizes Who He is, what He has done for us, and His antici-
pated soon return.

c. Jesus presents Himself as the alpha and omega, the sum total of everything there is to say.  

d. ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________

**Suggestions for Further Study/Discussion/Reflection**
(for those wanting to really dig deeper)

 
13. Look through the book of Revelation and notice the various symbolic images applied to Jesus.

14. Look through the book of Revelation and note the various groups of numbers that appear there, and how they are   
used.


