
Hello CJMS Community,

Before we officially bid farewell to February, I want to recognize our team for staying focused on
providing meaningful learning opportunities for our students throughout the dog days of winter.  I
am also impressed with our students' willingness and ability to continue to adjust and attempt to
meet new and ever changing expectations.

This past week we recognized Cancer Awareness and raised over $4,000 dollars to support the
Bozeman Cancer Center.  We closed out the week with our winter fun night and it was great to
see our students smiling, laughing, and carrying on together.  I want to personally thank Mrs.
Arnold, Student Counsel, LEO Club, MIllion Ways Club, and all of the student and staff
volunteers that made this amazing week possible.  We will host another fun night in the Spring
and will invite our incoming 6th graders to join us.  Look for this opportunity as we will need
parent volunteers to make this event possible.

The start of March reminds us that we are almost ⅔ of the way through the school year.  Over
the next month we will embrace the constant shifts in weather while trying to keep our students
focused on all that the school day has to offer.  As we officially welcome in Spring, please work
with your students to find balance in their lives while remaining focused on closing out the
school year.  Also, find time for adventure and relaxation over Spring Break. I know we all need
to re-energize before the final stretch of another rewarding school year.



This Friday March 4th marks the official end of the second trimester.  Over the following weeks
we will work to finalize report card information, which Spree Hinks will notify you when they are
available (sometime following Spring Break).  Once available please take time to review report
cards with your students.

COVID Update
As you are aware masks at CJMS continue to remain optional in the school setting and on
district transportation.  Continue to review weekly communication from Superintendent Casey
Bertram for updates.

CJMS PAC Needs You!
The CJMS PAC continues to need your support.  We are looking for various PAC officers and
volunteers.  We know this is a big ask, however reestablishing school to home communication,
supporting the CJMS school community, and creating student engagement opportunities are a
priority for us as we move through the remainder of the school year and begin to launch next
school year. Please reach out to Lisa Levert, llevert215@gmail.com should you be interested in
joining our PAC.

Parent Liaison
Involvement versus Engagement

Did you know….

Research shows that parent engagement in schools is closely linked to better student
behavior, higher academic achievement, and enhanced social skills. Parent engagement
also makes it more likely that children and adolescents will avoid unhealthy and risky behaviors.

What is the difference between involvement and engagement? So often we see involved
parents chaperoning field trips or volunteering in the school, which is essential and important.
Engagement takes it one step further…it is showing our kids that school matters.

What is engagement? An engaged parent provides the fertile ground for our kids’ learning to
grow. Engagement happens throughout the day: offering a protein-rich breakfast, providing a
quiet space to do homework, checking assignments and grades together, and finally
encouraging a good night’s sleep by ensuring the child’s  devices are turned off and plugged in
outside of their room.

These steps seem small but over time, translate into habits of success for our children.  Never
underestimate the power of an engaged parent!

mailto:llevert215@gmail.com


For these and other parenting tips contact your CJMS Thrive Parent Liaison, Betsy
Pufahl at betsy.pufahl@bsd7.org or (406)522-4887.

Supervision
We provide student supervision outside from 8:00-8:10 and 3:25-3:35. Due to an
increasing number of students remaining unsupervised after 3:35 we ask that parents do
their best to pick up in a timely manner or encourage your student to head home when
school concludes.

Upcoming Events
● Mar 11 - 8th Grade Orchestra MIOSM Tour
● Mar 14-18 - Spring Break
● Mar 23 - 7 Red Ski Day to Bridger
● Mar 25 - 8th14 Grade Choir Elementary School Tour
● Mar 31 - 6 Red Ski Day to Bridger
● April 6 - 6 Red Field Trip to Museum of the Rockies
● April 7-8 - PIR Days - no school
● April 14 - Spring Pictures


