
CJMS Community, 
 
Welcome to April!  CJMS is buzzing with energy as the weather begins to warm and spring is in the 
air.  As we venture through the final trimester of the year we continue to encourage CJMS students to 
remain focused on their grade-level learning targets while striving to meet our Universal Expectations for 
behavior. Spring can often be a time that students drift from their normal performance as they begin to 
look forward to summer, outside activities, and the year ahead.  I would ask all of us to continue to 
support our students to embrace the daily work and expectations to encourage a strong finish to the 
year.  I continue to be impressed with the CJMS students.  I know you must be proud too of the continued 
grit they have demonstrated throughout the school year.  Thanks for the support of your student(s) and 
the CJMS team. 
 
Please take a few minutes to review the following information regarding state testing, technology, and 
communication.   
 
SBAC Testing 
During the month of April and early part of May CJMS students will once again participate in the state 
required SBAC assessment.  All students will be taking the SBAC assessment in ELA and Math with 8th 
graders having an additional content area of Science.  Although this has been a different instructional 
year we are excited to see the progress our students have made and SBAC serves (as one 
measurement).  All SBAC assessments must occur in the school setting -  there is no allowance for 
students to complete these assessments in a remote learning environment.   
 
The following is the tentative SBAC schedule, however please remain flexible as this schedule may be 
adjusted for a variety of reasons.  

• MSA - Science 
o 8th Grade - April 7th  

• ELA and Math 
o 6th, 7th, & 8th Grade - Week of April 26th 

! Testing may extend into the week of May 3rd 
 
Technology Update 
Like many things this year, the use of technology and one-to-one chromebook distribution has presented 
challenges.  Overall, we have been impressed with our students' care and responsibility with handling and 
maintaining these devices (thank you!).  Seeing our students rise to the occasion provides us a vision for 
future one-to-one technology use in our schools as we move forward.   
 
With SBAC happening school-wide in April, please note that it is likely we will begin to collect 
chromebooks from all students providing us time to properly update them, ensuring they are ready to use 
for testing.  During this process, we will do our best to continue to provide all students with access to 
technology as we work toward the end of the school year. 
 
Field Trips and School Activities 
As I reflect on the school year it is hard to ignore how far we have come in providing increased 
opportunities for our students.  During the final weeks of the school year we will begin to explore safe field 
trips and school activities that meet the requirements of the district and health department.  Like many 
things this year our end of year activities will continue to look/feel different, however we are excited these 
conversations are beginning again.  Please connect with your teachers with any questions or concerns 
you may have about different events that are happening in the school-setting.   
 
April Communication: 
Traditionally CJMS would host optional spring conferences providing an opportunity to meet 
with teachers (core and elective) and review student learning progress. Due to our on-going 
efforts to maintain social distancing and limit in-person meetings, a limited number of 



conferences will take place using Google Meet and will be scheduled by teachers or teams 
throughout the month of April, with emphasis placed on April 8th.   
 
If you are not invited for a conference and have concerns or questions, please continue to 
communicate with your child's team of teachers and/or guidance counselor.  We understand 
that on-going and consistent communication is paramount to the success of all students and we 
will work in future years to re-establish these successful practices.  
 
Thanks again for your continued support and understanding as we begin to navigate the home 
stretch of the 2020-21 school year.     
 
Safe-ti Classroom Lessons: 
Over the course of the next two months, I (Heidi) will be visiting classes to talk about stress, 
anxiety, and healthy coping strategies. These meetings will include the definition of stress, its 
causes, and the difference between positive, negative and toxic stress. We will address 
common reactions to stress and the physical and emotional effects it can have. Students will 
also learn how feelings, thoughts, and behaviors are connected and ways to manage 
challenging situations by changing how they think about things. We will discuss healthy ways to 
manage stress, practice self-care, and cultivate resilience. These lessons are intended to 
increase students’ awareness of their thoughts and feelings, and identify ways to practice 
positive thinking and appropriate coping strategies. 
 
Heidi Laug 
Student Assistant Specialist 
LCPC, MA Ed. 
 
Upcoming Events: 

• April 8th & 9th - Teacher PIR Days, No School for Students 
• April 15th - Spring Pictures- see information below 
• May 28th - No School 
• May 31s - No School - Memorial Day 
• June 9th - 8th Grade Celebration  

o (2:00 - 3:15) @ Van Winkle Stadium, Bozeman High School  
o More Information coming soon! 

 
Picture Day - April 15  
Pictures will be taken on Thursday, April 15th starting at 8:30am. Spring pictures are optional 
and will ONLY be taken of those students that pre-order. Please visit inter-state.com/order and 
use order code 56769WB. BOS students are asked to come between 8:30 and 9:30 for their 
pictures. Again, you will need to pre-order pictures in order to have your student’s picture taken. 
Orders must be placed by 11:00pm on April 14th (the day before).  
 


