
 

 
 
Hi CJMS Community, 
With the first month of the school year complete, I remain excited about the positive attitudes 
our students model daily.  Every start to the year has unique challenges, but it is inspiring to 
watch our Middle School students continue to overcome obstacles, move forward with 
establishing positive relationships, and invest in their learning in all content areas.  It goes 
without saying that we are fortunate to be surrounded by your students and we are thankful for 
our CJMS parents, guardians, and community members' continued support and 
encouragement.   
 
I am equally thankful to work and learn with the educational team at CJMS.  Our building is filled 
with outstanding professionals that go above and beyond on a daily basis.  This fall in particular 
with our current district-wide sub shortage we have educators volunteering to cover lunch and 
recess to ensure all students maintain this time.  We also have teachers giving up their prep 
time to cover open classes throughout the building, allowing us to “fill” those positions and 
maintain content area instruction when our educators are not able to be with us on a given 
day.  What is most inspiring is how the CJMS team embodies the notion that we are in this 
together and I can’t express enough the amazement I have for all team members in this great 
school.     
    
Student-led Conferences:  
On Thursday October 14th and Tuesday October 19th CJMS is excited to invite all parents and 
guardians to join their students for fall student-led conferences.  Student-led conferences will 
take place from 4:00 - 7:30 both evenings in one of your students' grade-level classrooms.  We 
are excited to welcome all community members into the building.  As a reminder, masks are 
required while inside of the school building.  Also, if you are unable to attend we will make 
accommodations for your student to share with you in your setting.     
 
During student-led conferences, your student(s) will spend approximately 15-20 minutes guiding 
a discussion with you about their learning goals for the 2021-2022 school year and sharing a 
few work samples from the first eight weeks of the school year.  Your student(s) has been 
reflecting on their growth academically, behaviorally, and emotionally and have identified their 
strengths as well as ways they can continue to grow throughout the school year.  Please be on 
the lookout for specific scheduling guidelines and expectations coming from your teachers in the 
near future.   
 
During conferences one of your child's grade-level teachers will be available to answer 
questions and guide conversation.  During conference times, teachers are not available for one-
on-one conversations.  Also, please take time to visit all of your child’s elective, 



intervention, and Special Education teachers before or after conferences in their 
classrooms.     
 
Thank you in advance for taking part in this process and for sharing your students with the 
CJMS team.  Remember, it’s all about growth!      
 
Traffic Safety and Crosswalk 
Thank you parents for using our East parking lot as the drop-off and pick-up area.  We also 
appreciate everyone’s patience with using the crosswalk and maintaining safety during pick-up 
and drop-off. 
 
Concerning Tik Tok Trend: 
It has been brought to our attention that there is a concerning trend occurring through TikTok. 
For those of you unfamiliar with TikTok, it is a short-form, video-sharing app that allows users to 
create and share a 15-second video, on any topic.  Through this platform TikTok users have 
been releasing monthly challenges aimed at schools.   
 
This past month it all started with the viral ‘devious lick’ challenge which saw students stealing 
things, like toilet paper rolls and soap dispensers, from school bathrooms.  During the month of 
October the Challenge encourages students to ‘smack or slap a staff member.’  The challenge 
basically asks a student to walk up to their teachers or school staff members and slap them and 
run off before they face the repercussions and ensure that the episode is captured on video.      
 
I would ask that this month and during the following months that you continue to have 
discussions with your students about the appropriate use of social media and the impact of 
potential situations like the example I shared above.  If you need support with discussion please 
contact the CJMS counseling office and we are happy to provide feedback and guidance.   
 
CJMS PAC: 
Please join us on a monthly basis for our PAC meetings.  These meetings will provide an 
opportunity to get connected with the positive things that are happening at CJMS throughout the 
school year.  Each meeting Patrick will provide an update or snapshot of the monthly activities, 
events, and learning opportunities.  Throughout the year the CJMS PAC will invite guest 
speakers from around the community to continue to help us provide education and information 
toward numerous topics that could impact middle school students and parents.  Also, if you like 
to get involved with the PAC please let us know and we can help get you connected with the 
PAC board. 
 
Needs: 

• Substitute Teacher: We continue to need substitutes at CJMS and in Bozeman Public 
Schools.  If you are able and willing please consider joining our district as a substitute 
teacher.  I am certain that we can work with and support your current schedule if you can 
find the time. 

• SPED Paraprofessional:  At CJMS, we still have a few vacant SPED para 
positions.  This is a great opportunity to work with and support all students at CJMS. 

• Lunch/Recess Support: As I mentioned above we currently have teachers covering 
lunch and recess support.  We would like to add another para or two to this rotation to 
alleviate the current demand on our educational team.  Please consider supporting our 
team from 11:00 - 2:00 on a daily basis.  

 



Upcoming School-wide Events:  
• October 14 - Student Led Conferences 
• October 19 - Student Led Conferences 
• October 21-22 MEA Convention - No School 
• October 26 - Picture retakes and make-ups 
• October 29 - Spirit Night 3:45-5:00 - CJMS students only 
• November 1 - Orchestra Concert - GHS 7:30 
• November 4 - 6,7,8 Grade Choir Concert - GHS - 7:30 
• November 24-26 - Thanksgiving Break 

 
 

 


