
F. Terminology 

 

ENGLISH I & II TERMS LIST 
We dedicate this section to our friend and tireless colleague, Bethany Spangelo, who retired in 

June 2020 after dedicating her life to her family, her students, and the teaching profession. 
Bethany’s expertise, generosity, warmth, and professionalism touched so many over her # of years 

in the district; we are all the better for having had her in our lives. We wish you all the best! 
*          *          * 

“Metaphors have a way of holding the most truth in the least space.” 
     ~ Orson Scott Card, American novelist (born 1951) 

Literature 
 

acts:  .................................  major divisions of action within a play; curtain falls 
 

allegory:  ..........................  extended METAPHOR in which objects, persons, and actions in a 
narrative are equated with meanings that lie outside the narrative itself 

  

alliteration:  .....................  the repetition at close intervals of initial consonant sounds 
 

allusion:  ..........................  in literature, a reference to another literary work, person, place, or 
event from MYTHOLOGY, history, religion, politics, sports, science, 
or popular culture 

 

antagonist: .......................   the chief CHARACTER or force that opposes the PROTAGONIST in 
a literary work 

 

archetype:  .......................  a prototype; an original model on which all things of the same kind  
are based 

 

aside:  ...............................  part of a character’s DIALOGUE that is intended only for the 
audience or a selected CHARACTER, purposely excluding others 

 

character:  .......................  a person (or animal, thing, or force) that takes part in the action of a 
story 

 

chorus:  ............................  a group of actors speaking as one CHARACTER 
 

climax:  ............................  the turning point of the PLOT 
 

comedy:  ...........................  a play dealing with human failings, follies, and foibles that are 
amusing or absurd; includes a happy ending 

 

comic relief:  ....................  a humorous scene, incident, or speech that breaks the tension in a 
drama or fiction 

 

complication:  ..................  development in action that heightens tension to create suspense, 
leading to the CLIMAX 

 

conflict:  ...........................  the struggle between two opposing forces—PROTAGONIST vs. 
ANTAGONIST (conflict w/self, others, society, tech, fate, nature) 

 

cosmology:  ......................  the way a culture views the physical and spiritual structure of  
its universe 

 

deity:  ...............................  a god or goddess 
 

demigod:  .........................   a mythological, semi-divine being, especially the offspring of a god 
and a mortal; an inferior DEITY 

 

dialogue:  .........................  the conversation of the CHARACTERS 
 

drama:  ............................  a story that is written to be acted out before an audience 
 

epic:  .................................  a long narrative poem that tells of the adventures of HEROES who 
embody the values of their particular civilizations 

 

epilogue:  ..........................  final remarks in a play, addressed to the audience; follows the PLOT 
 

epithet:  ............................  a word or phrase describing a quality or characteristic of a person or 
thing: “the grey-eyed goddess” (Athena) or “rosy-fingered dawn”; can 
be used in place of a name: “man’s best friend,” or to express 
contempt or hostility: “you dirty rat”  
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exposition:  ......................  introduction of who, what, when, and where in the PLOT of a story   
 

farce:  ...............................  a play in which anything goes, as long as it makes the audience laugh 
 

fiction:  .............................  writing that contains some imaginary CHARACTERS and events 
 

figurative language:  .......  imaginative language intended to mean something other than  
what it says 

 

figure of speech:  .............  a word or phrase that describes one thing in terms of another and is 
not meant to be understood on a literal level 

 

flashback:  .......................  interruption of a narrative to show an episode that happened before the 
present point in the story 

 

foil: ...................................   a character who is used as a contrast to another character 
 

foreshadowing:  ...............  a hint given to the reader of what is to come 
 

genre: ...............................   the specific form of a literary work (e.g., novel, short story,  
play, or poem) 

 

golden mean:  ..................  the boundaries prescribed for a moderate life; living within limits 
 

hero:  ................................  a being endowed with great courage and strength, celebrated for bold 
exploits and favored by the gods; often a DEMIGOD 

 

hyperbole:  .......................  deliberate exaggeration or overstatement that is not meant to be  
taken literally 

 

imagery:  ..........................  sensory details that provide vividness in a literary work and tend to 
arouse emotions 

 

irony:  ...............................  a contrast between what is expected or appears to be and what really is 
 

lyric:  ................................  a poem more concerned with feelings or images than with a story 
 

metaphor:  .......................  imaginative comparison between two essentially unlike things without 
the use of like or as 

 

meter:  ..............................  regular, repeating rhythm 
 

mood:  ..............................  the prevailing feeling or atmosphere created in a story 
 

motif:  ...............................  a particular element in a literary work that is found in many  
other stories 

 

mythology:  ......................  a collection of stories about the origin and history of a people, their 
DEITIES, and their HEROES 

 

odyssey:  ...........................  a journey/quest in search of home and self; the Odyssey, Homer’s 
EPIC about Odysseus’ return from the Trojan War 

 

onomatopoeia:  ................  the use of words that imitate sounds 
 

oracle:  .............................  a person who transmits a prophecy from a DEITY; also the shrine or 
the prophecy 

 

oral tradition:  .................  the means of transmitting the story and culture of a people through the 
spoken word 

 

oxymoron:  ......................  a PARADOX in which two successive words apparently contradict 
each other 

 

paradox:  ..........................  a statement that seems contradictory but contains an element of truth 
 

personification:  ..............  the giving of human qualities to animals, objects, or concepts 
 

plot:  .................................  a series of events that make up the action of a story, including 
EXPOSITION, COMPLICATION, CLIMAX, and RESOLUTION 

 

poetry:  .............................  words that express ideas, events, or emotions imaginatively, generally 
in a rhythmic pattern, sometimes containing rhyming elements 
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point of view:  ..................  the position from which a story is told (in first-person, a single 
character tells the story using pronouns such as I, me, and my; in 
third-person limited the story unfolds through the perspective of one 
character and uses pronouns such as he/his, she/hers, they/them; 
omniscient narration is all-knowing, so the reader is privy to the 
thoughts, feelings, and secrets of all the characters) 

 

prologue:  .........................  opening lines introducing a drama’s CHARACTERS, SETTING, and 
CONFLICT; precedes the PLOT 

 

prose:  ..............................  writing that is structured in sentence and paragraph form 
 

protagonist:  ....................  the chief or central CHARACTER in a literary work 
 

pun:  .................................  a play on words based on sound or meaning 
 

resolution:  .......................  the section of PLOT that works out and/or explains all problems posed 
during the COMPLICATION and CLIMAX 

 

rhyme:  .............................  the repetition of sounds at the ends of words 
 

satire:  ..............................  technique that employs wit to ridicule a subject, usually some social 
institution or human foible, with the intention of inspiring reform 

 

scenes:  .............................  divisions within the ACTS of a play 
 

setting:  ............................  the time and place of a literary work 
 

short story:  .....................  short piece of PROSE FICTION with a limited number of 
CHARACTERS, limited SETTING, and simple PLOT; produces a 
single, unified effect 

 

simile:  ..............................  imaginative comparison between two essentially unlike things, usually 
using like or as  

 

soliloquy:  ........................  CHARACTER’s thoughts spoken aloud on stage 
 

sonnet:  .............................  a fourteen-line poem usually written in iambic pentameter 
 

stanza:  .............................  a group of lines in a poem, considered as a unit 
 

symbol:  ............................  an object or event that represents something more than itself, 
frequently an abstract idea or concept 

 

theme:  .............................  a central idea or underlying meaning expressed or implied in a  
literary work 

 

tone:  ................................  the attitude of the author toward the subject and audience of a  
literary work 

 

tragedy:  ...........................  a DRAMA featuring a PROTAGONIST engaged in a morally 
significant struggle ending in ruin or profound disappointment 

 

tragic flaw:  .....................  the personality trait that leads to the PROTAGONIST’s downfall  
in a TRAGEDY 

 

*          *          * 
 

“The time to begin writing an article is when you have finished it to your satisfaction.  
By that time you begin to clearly and logically perceive what it is you really want to say.”  
 

 ~ Mark Twain (1835 - 1910) 

Composition 
 

abstract:  ..........................  words that name concepts lacking physical form (e.g., democracy,  
love, honor) 

 

adjective:  ........................  a word that describes or modifies a NOUN or PRONOUN 
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adverb:  ............................  a word that modifies a VERB, ADJECTIVE, or another adverb; an 
adverb tells how, when, where, why, how often, or how much 

 

argumentative:  ...............  writing that attempts to influence a reader to accept an idea, adopt a 
point of view, or perform an action 

audience: ..........................   the intended reader of a written work 
 

claim / 
thesis statement:  .............  a single sentence that clearly and simply states the central, controlling 

idea of the essay; best placed as the last sentence of the introduction 
 

clause:  .............................  a group of related words that contains a subject and a predicate and 
that is used as a SENTENCE part 

 

cliché:  ..............................  an expression or PHRASE so overused that it lacks effectiveness  
(e.g., “a word to the wise,” “at this point in time”) 

 

clincher:  ..........................  the last SENTENCE, which summarizes or resolves the general idea 
of the PARAGRAPH 

 

coherence:  .......................  the clear, sensible interrelationship of ideas within a written work; 
generally achieved by careful ORGANIZATION, effective 
TRANSITIONS, and UNITY of content 

 

comma-splice error:  ......  when only a comma joins two SENTENCES, the error is called a 
comma splice (see run-on error) 

 

common noun:  ...............  lowercase these nouns, which name everyday things (chair, table, dog)  
 

concession/counterpoint... an acknowledgment and explanation of an opposing perspective 
 

concrete:  .........................  words that name physical objects–things that can be seen, touched, 
smelled, etc. (e.g., kiss, Bill of Rights, Nobel Peace Prize) 

 

conjunction:  ....................  a word that joins words or groups of words 
 

connotation:  ....................  what a word suggests beyond its basic dictionary definition 
 

denotation:  ......................  the strict, specific dictionary meaning of a word 
 

dependent clause:  ...........  a subordinate CLAUSE, one that cannot stand alone as a SENTENCE; 
an incomplete thought 

 

descriptive:  .....................  writing that makes the reader see, hear, feel, taste, or smell something 
 

development:  ..................  support of ideas in a written work through explanations, reasoning, or 
examples; thoroughly explaining or supporting general statements 
with specific details 

 

diction:  ............................  choice of words 
 

direct object:  ..................  a word that answers the question what? or whom? following an  
action verb 

 

drafting:  ..........................  producing the first written version of the piece of writing  
(see writing process) 

 

editing:  ............................  removing errors in punctuation, capitalization, spelling, or usage  
(see writing process) 

 

essay:  ...............................  a group of related PARAGRAPHS that develops a central idea in a 
well-organized manner; presenting a personal point of view, supported 
through reasoning, explanation, examples, etc. 

 

ethos:  ...............................  the character or quality of a speaker or writer as reflected in his work; 
the characteristics demonstrated in the habits, culture or belief system 
of an individual, community, or group  

 

evidence:  .........................  details from source materials that support the claim 

 

expository / explanatory / 
informative:  ....................  writing that informs the reader by explaining ideas and presenting 

facts 
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fact:  .................................  something that is known to be true 
 

form:  ...............................  the structure and length of a piece of writing (e.g., letter, poem, 
ESSAY, play) 

 

fragment error:  ..............  usually a PHRASE or DEPENDENT CLAUSE that has been 
mistakenly capitalized and punctuated as if it were a complete 
SENTENCE 

 

independent clause:  .......  a CLAUSE that can stand alone (contains a subject and a predicate, 
and is a complete thought; a main clause) 

 

indirect object:  ...............  a word that answers the question to whom? for whom? to what? or for 
what? following an action verb 

 

interjection:  ....................  a word or PHRASE that expresses emotion or exclamation 
 

logos:  ...............................  the logic or reasoning in a speech or an essay 
 

mechanics:  ......................   the conventions of writing: capitalization, punctuation, spelling,  
and usage 

 

narrative:  ........................  writing that tells a story, real or imagined 
 

noun:  ...............................  a word that names a person, place, thing, or idea 
 

opinion:  ...........................  a personal judgment based on what one believes or feels to be true 
 

organization:  ..................  the arrangement of ideas within a written work (e.g., chronological, 
spatial, logical, etc.) 

 

paragraph:  ......................  a group of related SENTENCES that develops one main idea in a  
well-organized manner 

 

pathos:  ............................  that which evokes pity, sorrow, suffering, tenderness, or sympathy; an 
appeal to emotion 

 

phrase:  ............................  a group of related words that lacks either a subject or a predicate  
or both 

 

predicate adjective:  .......  an ADJECTIVE that follows a linking verb and further describes  
the subject 

predicate  
nominative:  .....................  a NOUN or PRONOUN that follows a linking verb and renames or 

further identifies the subject 
 

preposition:  ....................  a word or group of words that shows the relationship between its 
object (a NOUN or PRONOUN that follows the preposition) and 
another word in the SENTENCE 

 

prewriting:  ......................  the gathering and producing of ideas; brainstorming, discussion, 
experiences, or activities all serve as avenues to ideas for writing; the 
writer also makes preliminary decisions about the PURPOSE, 
AUDIENCE, and FORM of the writing (see writing process) 

 

pronoun:  .........................  a word that takes the place of a NOUN, a group of nouns, or  
another pronoun 

 

proper noun: ...................  proper nouns are capitalized and name specific places (Nova Scotia, 
the White House), beings (Bernie), or things (Judaism, Coke, English) 

 

purpose:  ..........................  the reason for a particular piece of writing; the purpose and 
AUDIENCE will influence the DICTION and FORM of the writing 

 

revising:  ..........................  the critiquing, rearranging, removing, and adding of ideas, and the 
refining of language choices in the draft; strengthens the content, 
ORGANIZATION, and style of the writing, which may require 
several more DRAFTS (see writing process) 

 

run-on error:  ..................  two or more INDEPENDENT CLAUSES that are run together 
without proper punctuation (see comma-splice error)  
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sentence:  .........................  a group of words containing a subject and a predicate that expresses a 
complete thought, begins with a capital letter, and ends with terminal 
punctuation 

 

simple predicate:  ............  a VERB or verb phrase for the subject of the SENTENCE 
 

simple subject:  ...............  the principal NOUN or PRONOUN that a SENTENCE is about 
 

thesis statement / 
claim:  ..............................  a single sentence that clearly and simply states the central, controlling 

idea of the essay  
 

topic sentence:  ................  a statement that presents the general idea that is developed and 
clarified by the rest of the PARAGRAPH 

 

transition:  .......................  a word or group of words that leads from one idea to the next, shows 
relationships between ideas, appears within and between 
PARAGRAPHS, and contributes to the COHERENCE of a work 

 

unity:  ...............................  the presentation of just one central idea without digression into 
irrelevant or unrelated ideas 

 

verb:  ................................  a word that expresses action or a state of being 
 

writing process:  ..............  a step-by-step approach to completing a piece of writing; a process 
that is generally defined in four major steps (see prewriting, drafting, 
revising, editing) 

 

*          *          * 
 

“The outcome of any serious research can only be to make two questions grow  
where only one grew before.” 
 ~ Thorstein Veblen, economist and writer (1857-1929) 
 

Research 
 

bibliography:  ..................  an alphabetically arranged list of books, articles, and other sources 
pertinent to a given topic 

 

claim / thesis:  ..................  a single sentence that clearly and simply states the central, controlling 
idea of the paper; best placed as the last sentence of the introduction 

 

concession/counterpoint... an acknowledgment and explanation of an opposing perspective 
 

direct quotation:  ............  an exact copy of text from an authoritative source, to be used 
sparingly for impact; sometimes called a verbatim (word for word) 
quotation 

 

documentation:  ..............  giving credit to the appropriate sources for every borrowed idea in the 
paper, whether the idea is DIRECTLY QUOTED, SUMMARIZED, 
or PARAPHRASED; achieved through brief PARENTHETICAL 
CITATIONS in your text and a WORKS CITED LIST at the end  
of your paper 

 

ellipsis:  ............................  three spaced dots surrounded by square brackets [. . .] used to indicate 
the omission of material from a DIRECT QUOTATION 

 

et al.:  ................................  “and others” (from the Latin et alii); when entering a work written by 
more than three authors on a WORKS CITED LIST, name only the 
first author and add “et al.” 

in-text / parenthetical  
citation:  ...........................  a brief acknowledgment in your paper, wherever you use another’s 

words, facts, or ideas; usually contains just author’s last name and a 
page reference; citations must clearly point to specific sources in the 
WORKS CITED LIST  
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note card:  ........................  index card that contains heading, identification of source, one idea 
from the source material, and pagination 

 

paraphrase:  ....................  a restatement in your own words of the content of a text or passage 
 

parenthetical /  
in-text citation:  ...............  a brief acknowledgment in your paper, wherever you use another’s 

words, facts, or ideas; usually contains just author’s last name and a 
page reference; citations must clearly point to specific sources in the 
WORKS CITED LIST 

 

plagiarism:  ......................  failure to give credit to the appropriate sources for borrowed ideas; the 
act of intentionally or unintentionally presenting another’s words or 
ideas as your own 

 

primary source:  .............  an original writing by an author; a source (such as a map, cartoon, 
recording, painting, photograph, or government document) originating 
in a particular historical period 

 

research:  .........................  the process of gathering facts and evidence about a topic 
 

research claim / 
thesis statement:  .............  a statement (one sentence) that summarizes the central idea of the 

paper and that can be defended by facts and evidence gathered in 
RESEARCH 

 

 • a properly worded claim/thesis statement for a research paper 
should (1) be clear, comprehensible, and direct; (2) predict major 
divisions in the structure of the paper; and (3) commit the writer to 
an unmistakable course, argument, or point of view. 

 

 • a claim/thesis is not an indisputable fact, nor a question, nor a 
personal prejudice. Examples: 

 

 Fact: Victorian corsets were designed to narrow 
waistlines. 

 

 Question: Why do some think pierced lips are disgusting? 
 

 Prejudice: Tattooing hurts too much to be worth it. 
 

 Claim/Thesis: People all over the world are willing to suffer 
physically and emotionally for what they think is 
beautiful. 

 

research paper:  ..............  an organized essay in which the results of investigation and reasoning 
that support a claim/thesis are presented with DOCUMENTATION 

 

secondary source:  ..........  a work that contains references to the works of others and/or to 
another’s interpretation of a primary source 

 

sic:  ...................................  a Latin word meaning “thus” or “so” that follows an obvious error in a 
direct quotation; indicates that the error is not yours, but that it had 
appeared—as presented—in the original source material 

 

summary:  ........................  a brief restatement of the major ideas from source material 
 

working bibliography: ....   a list of works to be consulted during the construction of the paper; 
usually each work is recorded on an individual index card 

 

works cited list:  ..............   a list of those sources actually referred to in the paper and cited in the 
IN-TEXT (or PARENTHETICAL) CITATIONS; the last page of a 
RESEARCH PAPER 
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NOTES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Why do writers write? Because it isn’t there.” 

 

~ Thomas Berger, American novelist (1924 - 2014) 
 
 

“I need to eliminate ‘like’ from my vocabulary. I begin sentences with,  
‘That's seriously like . . .’ I hear myself talking in this Los Angeles  
high-school student kind of way, and I hate it.”  
 

 ~ Eli Roth, American actor and director  (b. 1972) 


