9 November 2009  

Dear Mr. Morrison 
My interest in medicine has grown out of a lifetime of exposure to the medical field, and a more specific interest in emergency medicine was sparked by the variety encountered in such a field.  My general inclination towards the field of emergency medicine drove me to seek a position volunteering in an emergency department with the Martha Jefferson Hospital Junior Volunteer Program.  The summer following my junior year of high school, I attained such a position and logged over 80 hours of community service.  During that time, I discovered an underlying passion for both volunteering and working in medicine.  Through this project I would like to attempt to find my place in the vast network that is emergency medical care and gain experience in the field that I hope to pursue in the not so distant future.  As a student, I am hardworking and I put a lot of time and effort into my school work.  My academic strengths vary across a wide range of subjects including math, history, and science, all of which will help me in reaching my goals.  Beyond my academic strengths, I feel that I am qualified to be in the field of Emergency Medicine due to the fact that I am capable of thinking quickly and I genuinely care about people.  I am a caring and compassionate person, traits necessary in medicine, I also have a tendency to put my responsibilities first, a quality that is also crucial to providing good medical care.   
The topic of the research portion of my project is the differences between the levels of Emergency Care. I plan to research and attempt to define the differences between the levels of emergency care centers such as Urgent and Prompt Care Centers, free-standing emergency departments, level two hospital-based emergency departments like the Martha Jefferson Emergency Department, and level one trauma centers such as the UVA Emergency Department, as well as define the responsibilities of each of the members of the medical team.  I feel like this research topic will be a learning stretch for me due to the fact that the very nature of the project will require me to conduct several interviews and communicate with people that I have not previously met.  Though I know I am capable of such a task, it is not one that I have had to perform before and it will be a new experience.  The sources I will use in my research will include those professionals that I interview at the different facilities as well as any literature that can be found on the topic.  From the research that I conduct during this project, I hope to gain knowledge about emergency medicine along with a better understanding of what position and facility would best suit me in the future.   
I have been serving my internship at the Martha Jefferson Free-Standing Emergency Department located on Pantops Mountain on Peter Jefferson Parkway.  My mentor, Lucy Moneymaker, is a R.N. who has been working at the facility since it was an urgent care center, and she often acts as Charge Nurse, allowing me a glimpse of the chain of command within an emergency department.  Lucy is helping me gather information about free-standing emergency departments as well as helping me set up a times to work in other areas associated with emergency care, she also plays an important role in showing me the general roles of each member of the staff and the overall workings of an emergency department.  For my internship I shadow Lucy along with the doctor and/or nurse practitioner dealing with her patients in an attempt to gain knowledge about the inner-workings of emergency medicine and thereby determine if it is truly the right field for me.  
I plan to serve my community service at the Free-Standing Emergency Department as well, however instead of being there as an intern I will be there as a volunteer performing tasks such as cleaning and stocking rooms, folding linen, running general errands, and transporting patients.  For the legacy portion of my community service I hope to create a website that could be linked to the Martha Jefferson Hospital website, the NBC29 website, and possibly other community websites.  This website would be created in an attempt to educate the community about the differences between the different emergency medical facilities in an attempt to cut down on the abuse of the system and also on the number of individuals that find themselves at the wrong facility.  
I fully understand the expectations that I must fulfill as a Blue Ridge Virtual Governor's School student.  I will abide by all of the rules outlined in the students handbook and avoid violating any of the restrictions found therein. I will uphold the honor code to the best of my abilities, and I am fully aware of the consequences I will face in the event that I violate any of the rules set before me.  
 Thank you for your time. 
 Sincerely 
  
Ashley Mills  
  
  
         
  
  
  
  



