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Choices and Common Core
Since 1988, Choices curriculum units have helped students develop the competencies now required in the Common Core 
Standards. Our materials have always stressed critical thinking, multiple perspectives, and textual analysis. Choices materi-
als are also an excellent way for social studies teachers to work with ELA educators on Speaking and Listening Standards 
and Writing Standards. Below we document how Common Core matches our role-play activity. We also provide Common 
Core Standards for a representative current issues unit and a historical turning point unit as a model. 

Role Play Organization and Preparation
As students work  to prepare a presentation on their assigned option, they meet the following standards:

RH.11-12.1. 
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of 
primary and secondary sources, connecting insights 
gained from specific details to an understanding of the 
text as a whole.

RH.11-12.2. 
Determine the central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 
summary that makes clear the relationships among the 
key details and ideas.

The Choices Role Play and Common Core
At the heart of every Choices unit is a role play. In a current issues unit, students analyze multiple perspectives on a cur-
rent international issue. In a Choices historical turning point unit, students consider various policy options that were under 
consideration at a moment in time. Students work individually and in small groups to make a persuasive presentation 
advocating for one assigned policy option.   

RH.11-12.3. 
Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and 
determine which explanation best accords with textual 
evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters 
uncertain.

RH.11-12.5. 
Analyze in detail how a complex primary source is 
structured, including how key sentences, paragraphs, 
and larger portions of the text contribute to the whole.
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RH.11-12.7. 
Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information 
presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a 
question or solve a problem.

RH.11-12.8. 
Evaluate an author’s premises, claims, and evidence by 
corroborating or challenging them with other informa-
tion.

W.11-12.1. 
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of 
substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence.

W.11-12.8. 
Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative 
print and digital sources, using advanced searches effec-
tively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source 
in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate 
information into the text selectively to maintain the flow 
of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one 
source and following a standard format for citation.

SL.11-12.1.  
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of col-
laborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 
own clearly and persuasively.

SL.11-12.5.
Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, 
graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in 
presentations to enhance understanding of findings, 
reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.

Role-Play Activity
During a role play, small groups of students make an argument for why their assigned option is the best one to pursue.   
Each group presentation lasts from 3-10 minutes, and often includes a visual representation of the option. Once all groups 
have presented their option, the class enters into a deliberative dialogue on the merits and drawbacks of each option. This 
dialogue sets the stage for the final part of the role play in which students articulate their own views. During the role play 
and the discussion, students meet the following Common Core Standards:

RH.11-12.1. 
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of 
primary and secondary sources, connecting insights 
gained from specific details to an understanding of the 
text as a whole. 

RH.11-12.2. 
Determine the central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 
summary that makes clear the relationships among the 
key details and ideas. 

RH.11-12.3. 
Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and 
determine which explanation best accords with textual 
evidence, acknowledging where the text leaves matters 
uncertain. 

RH 11-12.7.
Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information 
presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a 
question or solve a problem.

RH.11-12.8. 
Evaluate an author’s premises, claims, and evidence by 
corroborating or challenging them with other informa-
tion.

W.11-12.1. 
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of 
substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence.

SL.11-12.1. 
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of col-
laborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 
own clearly and persuasively.

SL.11-12.2.  
Integrate multiple sources of information presented in 
diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve 
problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of 
each source and noting any discrepancies among the 
data.
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Articulating One’s Own Views 
Once all discussion and deliberation on the role play have ended, students typically complete a written and/or oral analysis 
of the activity.  In a current issues unit, students go beyond the options to develop their own policy recommendation, based 
on their personal beliefs.  In an historical turning point unit, students articulate their views on the significance today of 
decisions made in the past. When students debrief the role play and develop their own views on the issue, they address the 
following Common Core Standards:

RH.11-12.1. 
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of 
primary and secondary sources, connecting insights 
gained from specific details to an understanding of the 
text as a whole.

RH 11-12.7.
Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information 
presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a 
question or solve a problem.

W.11-12.1. 
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of 
substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence.

W.11-12.4. 
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the devel-
opment, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience.

W.11-12.6. 
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, 
publish, and update individual or shared writing prod-
ucts in response to ongoing feedback, including new 
arguments or information.

SL.11-12.2. 
Integrate multiple sources of information presented in 
diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve 
problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of 
each source and noting any discrepancies among the 
data.

SL.11-12.4.
Present information, findings, and supporting 
evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, 
such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, 
alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and 
the organization, development, substance, and style 
are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of 
formal and informal tasks.

SL.11-12.6.
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communica-
tive tasks, demonstrating command of formal English 
when indicated or appropriate.

SL.11-12.3. 
Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and 
use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the stance, 
premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of 
emphasis, and tone used.

SL.11-12.4.
Present information, findings, and supporting evi-
dence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such 
that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alterna-
tive or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the 
organization, development, substance, and style are ap-
propriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal 
and informal tasks.

SL.11-12.5.
Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., 
textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive 
elements) in presentations to enhance under-
standing of findings, reasoning, and evidence 
and to add interest.

SL.11-12.6.
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and com-
municative tasks, demonstrating command of 
formal English when indicated or appropriate.
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Current Issues Units and Common Core 
In all Choices curriculum units, students typically complete 3-5 lessons in addition to the options role play. Lessons in 
our award-winning unit, The United States in Afghanistan, provide an excellent example of our match with Common Core 
Standards.  Note that each lesson in this unit has accompanying Scholars Online videos that enhance the lessons. This unit 
is provided as a representative sample.  Other units may address different standards.

RI.11-12.1. 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the text, includ-
ing determining where the text leaves matters 
uncertain. 

The United States in Afghanistan 

The United States in Afghanistan
In addition to the options role play, the following lessons are included in the United States in Afghanistan:

The Geography of Afghanistan
The Geography of Afghanistan asks, “How does the physical geography of Afghanistan affect its history?”  This lesson meets:

RH.11-12.7. 
Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of infor-
mation presented in diverse formats and media 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) 
in order to address a question or solve a problem.

http://www.choices.edu/resources/scholars_afghanistan.php
http://www.choices.edu/resources/detail.php?id=202
http://www.choices.edu/resources/detail.php?id=202
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Life Under the Taliban
Life Under the Taliban challenges students to read, compare, and analyze different views of life under the Taliban.  This les-
son addresses:

RH.11-12.6.
Evaluate authors’ differing points of view on the 
same historical event or issue by assessing the 
authors’ claims, reasoning, and evidence 

RI.11-12.5. 
Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the 
structure an author uses in his or her exposition 
or argument, including whether the structure 
makes points clear, convincing, and engaging.

RI.11-12.6. 
Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in 
a text in which the rhetoric is particularly effec-
tive, analyzing how style and content contribute 
to the power, persuasiveness, or beauty of the text.

Looking at Afghanistan 
Looking at Afghanistan asks students to analyze photographs and formulate ideas about Afghan life and society. This exer-
cise in media literacy addresses the following standards:  

RH.11-12.2. 
Determine the central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 
summary that makes clear the relationships 
among the key details and ideas. 

RH.11-12.7. 
Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of infor-
mation presented in diverse formats and media 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) 
in order to address a question or solve a problem.

RH.11-12.8. 
Evaluate an author’s premises, claims, and evi-
dence by corroborating or challenging them with 
other information.

The Cold War and Soviet Invasion 
The Cold War and Soviet Invasion has students analyze an exchange of letters between U.S. President Carter and Soviet 
Premier Brezhnev. This lesson helps students meet the following :

RH.11-12.1. 
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis 
of primary and secondary sources, connecting 
insights gained from specific details to an under-
standing of the text as a whole.

RH.11-12.2. 
Determine the central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 
summary that makes clear the relationships 
among the key details and ideas.

RH.11-12.3. 
Evaluate various explanations for actions or 

events and determine which explanation best 
accords with textual evidence, acknowledging 
where the text leaves matters uncertain.

RH.11-12.4. 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including analyzing how 
an author uses and refines the meaning of a key 
term over the course of a text.

RH.11-12.6. 
Evaluate authors’ differing points of view on the 
same historical event or issue by assessing the 
authors’ claims, reasoning, and evidence.
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Role-Playing the Four Options
The options role play -- described in “The Choices Role Play and Common Core” -- takes place here. In this interactive les-
son, students consider multiple viewpoints on the U.S. role in Afghanistan.

The Cost of War
The Cost of War analyzes the costs and benefits of the war in Afghanistan: economic, political, and social. Student also for-
mulate their own views on the U.S. role in the world. This lesson addresses:

RH.11-12.3. 
Evaluate various explanations for actions or 
events and determine which explanation best 
accords with textual evidence, acknowledging 
where the text leaves matters uncertain.

RH.11-12.4. 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including analyzing how 
an author uses and refines the meaning of a key 
term over the course of a text.

RH.11-12.6. 
Evaluate authors’ differing points of view on the 
same historical event or issue by assessing the 
authors’ claims, reasoning, and evidence.

RH.11-12.7. 
Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of infor-
mation presented in diverse formats and media 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) 
in order to address a question or solve a problem.

W.11-12.1. 
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis 
of substantive topics or texts, using valid reason-
ing and relevant and sufficient evidence.

W.11-12.4. 
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appro-
priate to task, purpose, and audience.

SL.11-12.2. 
Integrate multiple sources of information pre-
sented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed 
decisions and solve problems, evaluating the cred-
ibility and accuracy of each source and noting any 
discrepancies among the data.

SL.11-12.4.
Present information, findings, and supporting 
evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspec-
tive, such that listeners can follow the line of 
reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives 
are addressed, and the organization, development, 
substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, 
audience, and a range of formal and informal 
tasks. 

Voices from Afghanistan
Voices from Afghanistan challenges students to read, compare, and analyze different views of life in Afghanistan.  This les-
son addresses:

RH.11-12.6.
Evaluate authors’ differing points of view on the 
same historical event or issue by assessing the 
authors’ claims, reasoning, and evidence.

RI.11-12.5. 
Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the 
structure an author uses in his or her exposition 
or argument, including whether the structure 
makes points clear, convincing, and engaging.

RI.11-12.6. 
Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in 
a text in which the rhetoric is particularly effec-
tive, analyzing how style and content contribute 
to the power, persuasiveness, or beauty of the text.
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Historical Turning Point Units and 
Common Core
In all Choices curriculum units, students typically complete 3-5 lessons in addition to the options role play.  Lessons found 
in Iran Through the Looking Glass: History, Reform and Revolution provide an excellent example of our match with Com-
mon Core Standards. Note that each lesson in this unit has accompanying Scholars Online videos that enhance the lessons.  
This unit is provided as a representative sample.  Other units may address different standards.

www.choices.edu ■ watson institute for international studies, Brown university ■ choices for the 21st century education Program ■ 

Iran Through the Looking Glass:
History, Reform, and Revolution 1

Iran Through the Looking Glass:

History, Reform, and Revolution  

 

Iran Through the Looking Glass: History, Reform 
and Revolution
In addition to the options role play, the following lessons are included in the Iran Through the Looking Glass: History, Reform 
and Revolution:

Iran’s Constitutional Revolution: 1906-1911 
In this lesson students examine primary source documents surrounding the constitutional revolution.  Students are 
charged with writing newspaper accounts of the revolution showing multiple viewpoints on the events. This meets: 

RH.11-12.7. 
Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of infor-
mation presented in diverse formats and media 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) 
in order to address a question or solve a problem.

RH.11-12.8. 
Evaluate an author’s premises, claims, and evi-
dence by corroborating or challenging them with 
other information.

RH.11-12.9. 
Integrate information from diverse sources, both 
primary and secondary, into a coherent under-
standing of an idea or event, noting discrepancies 
among sources.

W.11-12.1. 
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis 
of substantive topics or texts, using valid reason-
ing and relevant and sufficient evidence.

W.11-12.2.
Write informative/explanatory texts to exam-
ine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 
information clearly and accurately through the 
effective selection, organization, and analysis of 
content.

W.11-12.3. 
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experi-
ences or events using effective technique, well-cho-
sen details, and well-structured event sequences.

http://www.choices.edu/resources/scholars_afghanistan.php
http://www.choices.edu/resources/detail.php?id=187
http://www.choices.edu/resources/detail.php?id=187
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SL.11-12.1. 
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on topics, 
texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

SL.11-12.2.  
Integrate multiple sources of information pre-
sented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed 
decisions and solve problems, evaluating the cred-
ibility and accuracy of each source and noting any 
discrepancies among the data.

SL.11-12.3. 
Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and 
use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the stance, 
premises, links among ideas, word choice, points 
of emphasis, and tone used.

SL.11-12.4.
Present information, findings, and supporting 
evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspec-
tive, such that listeners can follow the line of 
reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives 
are addressed, and the organization, development, 
substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, 
audience, and a range of formal and informal 
tasks.

RH.11-12.1. 
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis 
of primary and secondary sources, connecting 
insights gained from specific details to an under-
standing of the text as a whole.

RH.11-12.2. 
Determine the central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 
summary that makes clear the relationships 
among the key details and ideas.

RH.11-12.3. 
Evaluate various explanations for actions or 
events and determine which explanation best 
accords with textual evidence, acknowledging 
where the text leaves matters uncertain.

RH.11-12.4. 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including analyzing how 
an author uses and refines the meaning of a key 
term over the course of a text.

RH.11-12.5. 
Analyze in detail how a complex primary source 
is structured, including how key sentences, para-
graphs, and larger portions of the text contribute 
to the whole.

RH.11-12.6. 
Evaluate authors’ differing points of view on the 
same historical event or issue by assessing the 
authors’ claims, reasoning, and evidence.

RH.11-12.7. 
Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of infor-
mation presented in diverse formats and media 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) 
in order to address a question or solve a problem.

RH.11-12.8. 
Evaluate an author’s premises, claims, and evi-
dence by corroborating or challenging them with 
other information.

RH.11-12.9. 
Integrate information from diverse sources, both 
primary and secondary, into a coherent under-
standing of an idea or event, noting discrepancies 
among sources.

Iranian Oil Nationalization
In Iranian Oil Nationalization, students explore points of view of the parties involved in the oil nationalization movement 
 - the National Front, the Shah, Great Britain, and the U.S. - and make an oral presentation expressing the interests of their 
assigned party. Students must be able to analyze competing claims. 
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U.S. Documents of the 1953 Coup
In this primary source based lesson, students consider classified documents to answer the broad question, “How does per-
spective affect interpretation of events?”  The following standards are addressed in this lesson:

RH.11-12.1. 
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis 
of primary and secondary sources, connecting 
insights gained from specific details to an under-
standing of the text as a whole.

RH.11-12.2. 
Determine the central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 
summary that makes clear the relationships 
among the key details and ideas.

RH.11-12.3. 
Evaluate various explanations for actions or 
events and determine which explanation best 
accords with textual evidence, acknowledging 
where the text leaves matters uncertain.

RH.11-12.4. 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including analyzing how 
an author uses and refines the meaning of a key 
term over the course of a text.

RH.11-12.5. 
Analyze in detail how a complex primary source 
is structured, including how key sentences, para-
graphs, and larger portions of the text contribute 
to the whole.

RH.11-12.6. 
Evaluate authors’ differing points of view on the 
same historical event or issue by assessing the 
authors’ claims, reasoning, and evidence.

RH.11-12.7.
Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of infor-
mation presented in diverse formats and media 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) 
in order to address a question or solve a problem.

RH.11-12.8. 
Evaluate an author’s premises, claims, and evi-
dence by corroborating or challenging them with 
other information.

Role-Playing the Three Options
The options role play -- described in “The Choices Role Play and Common Core” -- takes place here. In this interactive les-
son, students explore multiple Iranian viewpoints on the future of Iran on the eve of the 1979 departure of the Shah, takes 
place here.

Charting Iran’s Political Climate
Charting Iran’s Political Climate has students choose the one event they believe has had the most profound effect on the 
political climate in Iran in the 20th century and explain how it has created change in Iran. This helps students:

RH.11-12.1. 
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis 
of primary and secondary sources, connecting 
insights gained from specific details to an under-
standing of the text as a whole.

RH.11-12.7. 
Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of infor-
mation presented in diverse formats and media 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) 
in order to address a question or solve a problem.

RI.11-12.3. 
Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events 
and explain how specific individuals, ideas, or events 
interact and develop over the course of the text.

W.11-12.1.
 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis 
of substantive topics or texts, using valid reason-
ing and relevant and sufficient evidence.

W.11-12.2. 
Write informative/explanatory texts to exam-
ine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 
information clearly and accurately through the 
effective selection, organization, and analysis of 
content.

W.11-12.4. 
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appro-
priate to task, purpose, and audience.
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Human Rights in Iran 
Human Rights in Iran asks students to compare human rights in Iran under the Shah with human rights in Iran today. The 
following standards are addressed in this lesson:

 RH.11-12.6. 
Evaluate authors’ differing points of view on the 
same historical event or issue by assessing the 
authors’ claims, reasoning, and evidence.

RH.11-12.7.
Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of infor-
mation presented in diverse formats and media 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) 
in order to address a question or solve a problem.

RH.11-12.8. 
Evaluate an author’s premises, claims, and evi-
dence by corroborating or challenging them with 
other information.

RI.11-12.6. 
Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in 
a text in which the rhetoric is particularly effec-
tive, analyzing how style and content contribute 
to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the text.

Online Lessons 
There are four online lessons that accompany the unit: Reporting the Revolution, Looking at Iran, The United States and the 
Iranian Nuclear Program, and Women in Iran.  These lessons ask students to complete diverse activities, such as writing 
articles on the 1979 revolution, analyzing photos to formulate hypotheses about contemporary Iran, and debating current 
policy toward Iran. Students can also explore a timeline of Iranian history using multimedia sources.  Some of these lessons 
include Scholars Online videos. These lessons address the following Common Core Standards: 

RH.11-12.1. 
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis 
of primary and secondary sources, connecting 
insights gained from specific details to an under-
standing of the text as a whole.

RH.11-12.2. 
Determine the central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 
summary that makes clear the relationships 
among the key details and ideas.

RH.11-12.3. 
Evaluate various explanations for actions or 
events and determine which explanation best 
accords with textual evidence, acknowledging 
where the text leaves matters uncertain.

RH.11-12.5. 
Analyze in detail how a complex primary source 
is structured, including how key sentences, para-
graphs, and larger portions of the text contribute 
to the whole.

RH.11-12.6. 
Evaluate authors’ differing points of view on the 
same historical event or issue by assessing the 
authors’ claims, reasoning, and evidence.

RH.11-12.7. 
Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of infor-
mation presented in diverse formats and media 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) 
in order to address a question or solve a problem.

RH.11-12.8. 
Evaluate an author’s premises, claims, and evi-
dence by corroborating or challenging them with 
other information.

RH.11-12.9. 
Integrate information from diverse sources, both 
primary and secondary, into a coherent under-
standing of an idea or event, noting discrepancies 
among sources.

RI.11-12.3. 
Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of 
events and explain how specific individuals, ideas, 
or events interact and develop over the course of 
the text.

W.11-12.2. 
Write informative/explanatory texts to exam-
ine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 
information clearly and accurately through the 
effective selection, organization, and analysis of 
content.
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W.11-12.4. 
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are appro-
priate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W.11-12.5. 
Develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying 
a new approach, focusing on addressing what is 
most significant for a specific purpose and audi-
ence.

W.11-12.6.
Use technology, including the Internet, to pro-
duce, publish, and update individual or shared 
writing products in response to ongoing feedback, 
including new arguments or information.

SL.11-12.1.
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on topics, 
texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

SL.11-12.2.  
Integrate multiple sources of information pre-
sented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed 
decisions and solve problems, evaluating the cred-
ibility and accuracy of each source and noting any 
discrepancies among the data.

SL.11-12.3. 
Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and 
use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the stance, 
premises, links among ideas, word choice, points 
of emphasis, and tone used.

SL.11-12.4. 
Present information, findings, and supporting evi-
dence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, 
such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, 
alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, 
and the organization, development, substance, and 
style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a 
range of formal and informal tasks.

SL.11-12.5.
Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, 
graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) 
in presentations to enhance understanding of find-
ings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.
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RH1	   RH2	   RH3	   RH4	   RH5	   RH	  6	   RH	  7	   RH8	   RH9 RH10

Cite	  specific	  Textural	  
evidence

Determine	  central	  
ideas	  from	  sources

Evaluate	  various	  
explanations

Determine	  meaning	  
of	  words	  &	  phrases.

Analyze	  how	  a	  
primary	  source	  is	  

structured

Evaluate	  different	  
points	  of	  view	  on	  an	  
historical	  event	  or	  

issue

Integrate	  and	  
evaluate	  multiple	  
sources	  in	  diverse	  

formats

Evaluate/	  challenge	  
authors’	  premise,	  

claims,	  and	  evidence

Integrate	  information	  
from	  diverse	  sources	  

Read	  and	  
comprehend	  text	  
independently	  and	  

proficiently

Current	  Issues	  Titles
	  	  The	  United	  States	  in	  Afghanistan 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

	  	  Confronting	  Genocide:	  Never	  Again? 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

	  	  U.S.	  Immigration	  Policy	  in	  an	  Unsettled	  World 4 4 4 4 4 4

	  	  The	  Middle	  East	  in	  Transition:	  Questions	  for	  U.S.	  Policy 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

	  	  Competing	  Visions	  of	  Human	  Rights:	  Questions	  for	  U.S.	  Policy 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

	  	  Global	  Environmental	  Problems:	  Implications	  for	  U.S.	  Policy 4 4 4 4 4 4

	  	  Responding	  to	  Terrorism:	  Challenges	  for	  Democracy 4 4 4 4 4 4

	  	  The	  United	  Nations:	  Challenges	  and	  Change 4 4 4 4 4 4

	  	  China	  on	  the	  World	  Stage:	  Weighing	  the	  U.S.	  Response 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

	  	  Caught	  Between	  Two	  Worlds:	  Mexico	  at	  the	  Crossroads 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

	  	  Dilemmas	  of	  Foreign	  Aid:	  Debating	  U.S.	  Policies 4 4 4 4 4 4

	  	  The	  Challenge	  of	  Nuclear	  Weapons 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

	  	  International	  Trade:	  Competition	  and	  Cooperation	  in	  a	  Globalized	  World 4 4 4 4 4 4

	  	  Russia's	  Transformation:	  Challenges	  for	  U.S.	  Policy 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

	  	  Contesting	  Cuba's	  Past	  and	  Future 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

	  	  The	  U.S.	  Role	  in	  a	  Changing	  World 4 4 4 4 4 4

U.S.	  History	  Titles 	   	   	   	   	   	  

	  	  A	  Forgotten	  History:	  The	  Slave	  Trade	  and	  Slavery	  in	  New	  England 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

	  	  A	  More	  Perfect	  Union:	  American	  Independence	  and	  the	  Constitution 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

	  	  Challenge	  to	  the	  New	  Republic:	  The	  War	  of	  1812 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

	  	  Westward	  Expansion:	  A	  New	  History 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

	  	  Beyond	  Manifest	  Destiny:	  America	  Enters	  the	  Age	  of	  Imperialism 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

	  	  To	  End	  All	  Wars:	  World	  War	  I	  and	  the	  League	  of	  Nations	  Debate 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

	  	  Between	  World	  Wars:	  FDR	  and	  the	  Age	  of	  Isolationism 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

	  	  Ending	  the	  War	  Against	  Japan:	  Science,	  Morality,	  and	  the	  Atomic	  Bomb 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

	  	  The	  Origins	  of	  the	  Cold	  War:	  U.S.	  Choices	  after	  World	  War	  II 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

	  	  The	  Cuban	  Missile	  Crisis:	  Considering	  its	  Place	  in	  Cold	  War	  History 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

	  	  Freedom	  Now:	  The	  Civil	  Rights	  Movement	  in	  Mississippi 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

	  	  The	  Limits	  of	  Power:	  The	  United	  States	  in	  Vietnam 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

	  	  A	  Global	  Controversy:	  The	  U.S.	  Invasion	  of	  Iraq 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

World	  History	  Titles 	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

	  	  Iran	  Through	  the	  Looking	  Glass:	  History,	  Reform,	  and	  Revolution 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

	  	  Freedom	  in	  Our	  Lifetime:	  South	  Africa's	  Struggle 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

	  	  Brazil:	  From	  Colony	  to	  Democracy 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

	  	  The	  Haitian	  Revolution 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

	  	  Weimar	  Germany	  and	  the	  Rise	  of	  Hitler 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

	  	  The	  Russian	  Revolution 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

	  	  Indian	  Independence	  and	  the	  Question	  of	  Pakistan 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4

	  	  The	  French	  Revolution 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4


