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Kick Off the Holidays in the Christmas City!  
 
The Brown Club of Eastern PA will host a Holiday Social at the Twisted Olive restaurant 

in Bethlehem on Saturday, December 7th from 3:00 to 5:00 pm. Come enjoy 

appetizers, have a beverage, and make merry with members of the Brown and the 

Penn Alumni clubs.  

Come a little early, or stay a little later, and explore historic downtown Bethlehem:  

 Stroll around the Christmas City Village, an open-air market modeled after those 

in Germany. Fine crafters display their wares in decorated wooden huts. 

 

 Visit the 

Moravian Book 

Shop – America’s 

oldest – or the 

other fine merchants on Main Street.  

 

 Arrange a guided walking tour of the city or horse-

drawn carriage ride at the Historic Bethlehem Visitor 

Center.  

 

 Check out the newly renovated and expanded Kemerer Museum of Decorative Arts, which displays Pennsylvania 

German textiles and furniture, Bohemian glass, and antique toys and dollhouses. 

  

 

 

Join Us Saturday, 

December 7, 2013 

Holiday Social 
3:00-5:00 p.m. 

Twisted Olive  
51 W. Broad Street 

Bethlehem, PA 

 
 

 

Twisted Olive   
Located in the old Star Fish location 51 W. Broad St.
the menu features some wonderful drinks and appetizers.   
 
The Brown Club hosted a similar holiday event two years 
ago at The Apollo Grill, and everyone had a great time. 

 
   

                                      

 

Brown Club of Eastern Pennsylvania 
Newsletter 
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Featured Alum:  Founding Manager of WLVT-TV, Sheldon Siegel, ‘56 
 
Sheldon Siegel '56 is the founding General Manager—and former CEO—of Lehigh Valley’s esteemed public television 
station, WLVT-TV, Channel 39. He retired from WLVT in 1994 after 30 years of service. Sheldon resides in Allentown with 
his wife Lolly (Wellesley '57). We are delighted to share Sheldon's personal remembrances of his time at Brown. 

 
I retired in 1994 after 30 years as President/CEO of WLVT-TV Channel 39 in the Lehigh Valley. Prior to that, I ran KAET-
TV, Channel 8, in Phoenix.   
 
Brown-blooded. Our family has a long legacy at 
Brown. My father and two uncles graduated in 
the 1920s, two cousins in the 1950s, my son in 
1983, and I managed to emerge successfully in 
1956.  
 
I have unforgettable and fond memories of my 
time at Brown, many of which revolve around 
WBRU, where I was Sports Director during my 
last three years. 
 
“Radiator Days.” I handled the play-by-play 
broadcasts of Brown’s hockey, football, 
baseball, and basketball games at 560 on the 
radio dial—heard mostly via the radiators in the 
campus dorms. Now, of course, WBRU is a super 
FM station heard throughout New England. If I 
were given the chance again, I probably would 
last two semesters before flunking out.  
 
I broadcast the first "away" games of Brown’s hockey and football teams. I recall a drive through the smoke of a forest fire 
to broadcast a game at Princeton. 
 
BRU-ha-ha. My dear friend, the late Don Silverman, handled the color. One year, he was put on “college discipline” (do 
they still have that?), and was prohibited from working at WBRU. This didn't stop Don. He said he would change his name, 
disguise his voice, and still do the Brown-Yale game color. I said it would never work. On the afternoon of the game, Don 
and I were walking up the stairs at the Yale Bowl, headed for the press box. Halfway up, sitting on the aisle, was the dean 
Don had hoped to avoid, a retired Navy Rear Admiral and stern disciplinarian. Without missing a beat (or a stair), Don 
turned to him and said, "Your office Monday morning?"  The dean simply nodded "yes." Don continued on up the stairs 
and broadcast the game with me! 
 
The Ivy Room beneath the Ratty was the locale for nighttime snacks in those days. It was run by three priceless Italian 
gents, nicknamed "The Chiefs." When Brown played hockey at the Providence Arena, we dedicated a few goals to the 
Chiefs. That's me in the photo during that game. After that, the Chiefs occasionally presented us with a gift hamburger 
now and then. That might have been the first recorded payola! 
 
A moment frozen in time. My last — and most lasting — memory of WBRU was giving a tour of the station to a sophomore 
at Wellesley, now my wife of 56 years. It was during a campus dance in my junior year. She said she wasn't at all interested 
in radio. With that, she kissed me — and the rest is history. 

—Sidney Sheldon, October 2013 

 

“This broadcast is dedicated to the Ivy Room Chiefs.” 
 

 

 

 

Dedicated to the Ivy Room Chiefs! 
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Brown Club of Eastern PA Demographics:  Who We Are  
By BCEP Co-President Jeff O’Connell ’77  

 
The Brown Club of Eastern Pennsylvania covers an area stretching from Scranton in the north to Reading in the southwest 
and the Lehigh Valley in the southeast. Within that area live more than 300 people who attended Brown either as an 
undergraduate or a graduate student. Some of us moved here at some point after having attended Brown, others are 
Eastern PA natives. Most folks I’ve spoken to about it are surprised that there are that many Brown alums in the area. 
 
Sheila ’78 and I ’77 met at Brown back in the 1970s. After living in Florida and North Carolina, we finally settled in the 
Lehigh Valley in 1988. Some ten years or so ago, who should move in right across the street but Brown Med School grad 
Nadeem Ahmad ’89 and wife Teri (Goucher College, ’89). A few years later, Lisa Spacek ’90 and family moved in two streets 
over. As it turns out, Brown grads are all around us: Gary Kocsis ’84 lives within walking distance, and Paul Oberbeck ’84 
is a little more than a mile away. Two or three others live within two miles of us. Who knew? 

 
Area alums: Who we are. With that in mind, I thought I’d look at 
who and where our 300 members are:  

 Almost half of us live in the Lehigh Valley (145, or 46% of the 
total). Berks County is home to 56 Brown alums (19%), and 
the Scranton Wilkes-Barre area to 59 (20%).  

 A total of 44 area alums (15%) attended Brown in the 40s 
and 50s, including 10 during the 1940s. 

 The largest segment of area alums were at Brown during the 
1960s—80 people (27%).  

 The 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s are equally represented, with 
15%-16% each decade. 

 We have 35 people (12%) who graduated since 2000, though 
some more recent grads whose family address is in the area 
may not actually live here now.  

 The average age of our alums is roughly 54. 
 
Club members: Who we are. Among active members — those who have attended one or more BCEP events — the 
graduation decade breakdown is similar, but with fewer 1940s and 1950s graduates (2, or 6%) and a greater share of 
recent grads, from 2000 and beyond (6, or 17%). More stats about club members: 

 Geographically, the vast majority of 
the active members resides in the 
Lehigh Valley (28, or 74%). 

 Club members include 13 couples 
who attended Brown.  

 Another 13 people live down (or up) 
the street from an alum(s). If you live 
on Whitetail Dr. in Coopersburg, W. 
Union Blvd in Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania Ave. in Easton, 
Reading Blvd or Cambridge Ave. in 
Wyomissing, or Kirkland Village, you 
are not alone! 

 The average age of active members 
is about 51. 

Data source: Brown University; Brown Club of Eastern PA.  

About Half of Us Are Valley Dwellers 

 

Classes of the Sixties Predominate in our Area 
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Brown Club of Eastern PA Demographics:  Who We Are, Continued  
 
In the Club’s three years of existence, we have had 39 or so alumni participate in events along with countless spouses, 
family members, and friends.  We are hoping to attract many more area alums to Club events. We would be happy to 
arrange an event in Reading, The Poconos, and/or Scranton if there is interest among the alums in those areas. Events 
could be as simple as a Happy Hour or dinner at a local restaurant, or more structured, like the Lackawanna Mine Tour we 
took back in 2011.   
 
Next year will be Brown’s 250th anniversary! That might be a great excuse to have a Brown social event in your neck of 
the woods. Please feel to contact me if you have an interest in arranging a Brown event near you.  E-mail me at 
joconnellphd@gmail.com.  
 

Upcoming Events  
 
Come explore a different time and place as the BCEP Book 

-
winning Gilead
revered literary graduates, Marilynne 

 

Monday, November 18, at 
7 p.m., at    
South Side.  

-notch modern 
Italian fare!  

obarker@usatoday.com.  

 

Brown Alumni Interviewing Program 
 
Another interviewing season is upon us, and the Brown Alumni Interviewing Program (BAiP) is looking for more volunteers! 
Alumni interviews are an invaluable part of the admissions process. This program provides an exciting opportunity for 
alumni to interview prospective students and give valuable feedback to the Brown Admissions Office. It is a great way to 
stay in touch with the high school crowd and help bring the Brown experience to prospective applicants in your area.  
 
The number of applicants has increased dramatically in recent years. This is due in part to the common application (it is 
easier to apply) and more generous financial aid packages, as well as Brown’s continued reputation as one of the finest 
colleges in the country. With an increase in applications, we are always looking for new volunteers to help with the 
interviewing process. The peak period is in January and early February. Your service represents just a small time 
commitment, and evaluations can be filled out on the user-friendly BAIP webpage (here).   
 

Interested in interviewing in the Lehigh Valley and Reading region? Please contact our regional BAIP chair: 
Nadeem Ahmad ’89, MD’93, ntahmad@msn.com, 610-748-5124 

A Peek at 2014 
 

In 2014, your Brown Club is planning the 
following events: 
 

 A th 
Anniversary! 

 A fun, family event early in the New Year 
 A visit to the new Barnes Museum in 

Philly in April 
 And more. . . . 

 

Watch your inbox for more information about 
these events in the New Year. In the 
meantime, to keep up t
plans and to see photos from past events, 

 click here. 

http://alumni.brown.edu/clubs/brownclubofeasternpa/index.html
mailto:joconnellphd@gmail.com
http://molinarimangia.com/
mailto:obarker@usatoday.com
https://alumni.brown.edu/alumni/ebasc/Welcome.aspx
mailto:ntahmad@msn.com
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Area Alumni News 
 
On August 15, BCEP Secretary Paul Braden ’67 (at right, 
with wife Paula) received the Wright Brothers Master 
Pilot Award, presented by the United States Federal 
Aviation Administration to recognize pilots who have 
practiced safe flight operations continuously for 50 or 
more years during the course of their aviation careers. 
Paul made his first solo flight in 1961 on his 16th 
birthday. 
 
Erica Reisman ’09 is interning with Buy Fresh Buy Local, 

a nonprofit that works to 
strengthen local food 

economies. She writes: “I'm 
helping to organize our 
Harvest event fundraiser 
and writing a chapter on 
Food Waste for the 
Assessment Report of the 
Lehigh Valley Local Food 
Economy as part of a Fresh 

Food Action Plan (FFAP). The 
FFAP is one of five plans being 

prepared to update the Lehigh 
Valley Planning Commission’s Comprehensive Plan, The 
Lehigh Valley . . . 2030.  

 
 
Children’s book author 
Mara Rockliff ‘91, a 
recent winner of the 
Golden Kite Award, has 
been invited along 
with other winners to 
participate in a 
children's literature 

festival in Doha, Qatar 
in December. Mara writes: “Then in 

late January, I’ll be traveling to the Democratic Republic 
of Congo to visit the American School of Kinshasa, which 
has chosen two of my books for its annual all-school 
read: My Heart Will Not Sit Down for the lower school, 
and Get Real: What Kind of World Are You Buying? for 
the middle school.” 

 

 
In early 2014, Gabby Salazar 
'09 plans to leave the Lehigh 
Valley for six months to 
venture to Southeast Asia. 
She will pursue nature 
photography projects in 
Malaysia while her partner 
works with the Malaysian 
Nature Society through a 
postgraduate fellowship. 
Follow Gabby's travels via 
Facebook (here) or her website, 
www.gabbysalazar.com. 
 
BCEP board member and cyclist extraordinaire Kate 
Veronneau ’05 was recently profiled in VeloNews — a 
magazine for serious racers — which called her an “arrow 
in the wind.”  A point of fascination for the cycling 
community, Kate said, is that she has managed to merge 
her passion with her life’s work. As marketing director for 
Barcelona-based Thomson Bike Tours, Kate one week 
might be riding the Pyrenees with tourists for work, 
which helps her endurance training, and the next week 
be participating in a “crit” right here at home. Kate tells 
us that the Lehigh Valley is a cyclist’s mecca (and that 
“crit” is short for “criterium,” a bike race run on a short 
course or track). 

Have news to share? Please do!  Email 
rkotanchik@alumni.brown.edu for inclusion in the next 
BCEP Newsletter.  

http://alumni.brown.edu/clubs/brownclubofeasternpa/index.html
http://www.lvpc.org/pdf/lv2030/compPlan01.pdf
http://www.lvpc.org/pdf/lv2030/compPlan01.pdf
http://www.facebook.com/gabbysalazarphotography
http://www.gabbysalazar.com/
http://velonews.competitor.com/
http://www.thomsonbiketours.com/
mailto:rkotanchik@alumni.brown.edu
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Recent BCEP Events 
 

 
 
Above: On 8/16, alums and guests soaked in good vibes beneath historic steel stacks at the Sultans of String concert.  

 

  

 

 

Left: On Sunday, 9/22, the Brown Club of Eastern 
PA was represented at the American Heart 

-kilometer walk at Northampton 
Community College.  
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Meet the BCEP Board  
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 BCEP Board of Directors 
 

  
 
Co-Presidents: 
 

Bob Kotanchik ’67, P’91 
rkotanchik@alumni.brown.edu 
 

Jeff O’Connell ’77, P’09 
joconnellphd@gmail.com 

 
Treasurer: 
 

Sheila S. O’Connell ’78, P’09 
sheila.s.oconnell@gmail.com 
 
 

  
 

 
Secretary: 
 

Paul Braden ‘67 
pbraden@rcn.com  

 
BAIP Area Chair & Club Liaison: 
 

Nadeem Ahmad  ’89, MD’93 
ntahmad@msn.com  
 
Newsletter Editor: 
 

Sandra L. Cohan ’81  
sandracohan@alumni.brown.edu 

 
 
Board Members at Large: 
 

Olivia Barker ’96  
obarker@usatoday.com 
 

Jennifer Ketay Brock ‘63 
jenketay@yahoo.com  
 

Paul Oberbeck ’84 
pbo@magneticsgroup.com 
 

Kate Veronneau ’05 
kateveronneau@me.com  
 

 

 

 

 

Here we are after the 
August 1, 2013 board 
meeting, graciously 
hosted by Paul 
Braden ’67 at the 
Northampton 
Country Club in 
Easton, PA.  
 
L to R, back row: 
Nadeem Ahmad ’89 
and Kate Veronneau 
’05. Middle row: Jeff 
O’Connell ‘77, Olivia 
Barker ’96, and Bob 
Kotanchik ’67. Front 
row: Sheila O’Connell 
’78, Sandy Cohan ’81, 
Paul Braden ’67, and 
Jennifer Ketay Brock 
’63. Missing from 
picture: Paul 
Oberbeck ’84. 
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