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BCEP Events in July, September, and October 

July 27
th

 – The Velodrome and the Class of 2016! 

Come join us on Friday, the 27th at the Velodrome! 

Yes, there will be cycle racing, food available from Rodale 

catering, and other alums and their families. 

But this year, we have also invited the three students from our 

area, who will soon be matriculating as part of the class of 2016, 

to join us for the evening. So, come out and meet these newest 

members of the Brown community. They are a wonderful group 

of students who have recently graduated from the following 

high schools: Nazareth, Reading Senior, & Bangor Area Senior. 

The Velodrome (www.thevelodrome.com) is a popular, family event open to alums, family members and 

friends. This year, cyclists from all over the world will be competing for the Keirin Cup. The festivities 

begin at 6:30 p.m. and the racing at 7:30. Meet us at the front gate at 6:30. Children 12 and under are 

free and we have twenty free tickets to those who reply first. RSVP to jenketay@yahoo.com as soon as 

possible to avail yourself of the free tickets. If you aren’t fortunate to get the free ones, the ticket price 

is $5. Final deadline to confirm your attendance is Monday, July 23. 

September 23
rd

 – Heart Walk 

On Sunday morning, September 23rd, our Brown Club will be participating in the 

Lehigh Valley Heart and Stroke Walk. This event is sponsored by the American 

Heart Association and will bring together up to 3,000 walkers on the campus of 

Northampton Community College for a 2 mile, noncompetitive walk. Our club is 

hoping to have at least 20 walkers on our Brown Alumni team. Friends and 

family are welcome. The goal is to promote the presence of our organization in the 

community while at the same time support life-saving, heart disease research. 

There will be live music, children’s activities, and teams from many familiar companies 

and organizations in the Lehigh Valley. We are working on a T-shirt for our BCEP 

participants to wear for the event. While some of the walkers on our team will be 

fundraising for the event, fundraising is optional and by no means required. 

To register/participate, go to our Heart Walk web page: http://heartwalk.kintera.org/lehighvalley/bcep. 

Please register by August 27, 2012. After this date, registration is still allowed, but we may not be able to 

guarantee a Brown T-shirt for the event. 

Please feel free to contact Nadeem Ahmad ’89, MD’93 with any questions: ntahmad@msn.com. 

  



October – Nurture Nature Center

Featured 

Meet Gabby: Fulbright scholar, photographer extraordinaire, and alum in Easton

After moving to Easton, PA last September, I decided to sign up for 

Brown Alumni Schools Committee,

interview process was a great experience and it also brought my own college 

admissions process to mind. I remember visiting over 15 schools with my 

mother during the summer and critically assessing the merits of each school. 

After that two-week trip, I knew that I wanted to go to Brown. 

I was very fortunate to attend high school at the Early College at Guilford in 

Greensboro, North Carolina. The school was built on a partnership between 

Guilford County Public Schools and Guilford College. In my junior and

year of high school, I was able to take college courses with undergraduate 

students at Guilford College that were taught by college professors. Brown was 

the ideal next step because I was able to delve into upper level classes, 

skipping introductory courses that I had taken in high school.

I entered Brown convinced that I would become an ecologist or field biologist. My freshman seminar in 

“Tropical Marine Biology” changed my mind. Mark Bertness, an inspiring and incredibly committed 

professor, taught the course. We read primary literature each week and our hard work culminated in a 

trip to Belize over winter break for field research

that I wanted to use my communication skills to promote the rese

concentrate in Science and Technology Studies with the intent of studying the public understanding of 

science. 

While at Brown, I continued to pursue nature photography, a hobby I learned from my father at the age 

of 11. During each break, I took photography trips or worked as an intern for professional photographers 

or photography magazines. As time went on, I became more interested in the growing field of 

conservation photography and saw synergies between my studies and

took a semester off from Brown to work in Reston, Virginia for Nature’s Best Photography Magazine. 

Nurture Nature Center 

In the autumn, Gabby Salazar ’09, the 

Program Manager at the N

Center (NNC) in Easton,

family event for our Club. 

inspiring suspended globe displays up to 

250 views of earth and space including 

oceans, tsunamis, earthquakes 

planets. The schedule and details for t

not-to-be-missed event are being finalized 

and more information will be 

shortly. In the meantime, you can learn 

more about Gabby and the NNC in the 

following article as Gabby is our featured 

alum in this issue of the Newsletter. 
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With the help of the publishers, I founded “Nature’s Best Photography Students”, a magazine featuring 

photography and writing by young people 21 years of age and younger. I edited the magazine from my 

dorm room and continue to edit the publication, now an online magazine (see 

www.naturesbeststudents.org).  

In the summer after my junior year, I received an unpaid internship 

scholarship from Brown to work for the Amazon Conservation Association 

(ACA) in Peru as a media intern. I spent six weeks trekking in the Andes 

and lowland Amazon with my camera, documenting the biodiversity of the 

region and creating videos about the scientific research taking place at 

ACA’s biological stations. Brown made that incredible experience possible 

– an experience that I would not have had without the financial support 

from Brown alumni and the career center. 

During my summer in Peru, I learned about the Interoceanic Highway, a 

new transcontinental highway that would transect Peru and Brazil. 

Primarily funded by Brazil, the highway was designed to open up trade 

routes between Brazil and the Pacific Ocean. I decided that I wanted to 

return to Peru to document local conservation efforts along the highway, 

particularly in a conservation corridor of connected lands being created 

between the Andes and Amazon in Southeastern Peru. I approached the Brown Fellowship Office with 

the idea and I won a Fulbright Scholarship to Peru in the fall of 2010.  

From September of 2010 through June of 2011, I lived in the jungle. With a backpack and camera bag, I 

spent my time walking trails in the Andes and in the lowland rainforest, searching for spectacular vistas 

and sightings of rare wildlife. During my 10-month stint in Peru, I visited national parks, private 

conservation areas, and family-owned conservation projects – all united in their goal of protecting 

natural areas from the encroachment of the Interoceanic Highway. Some of my photographs can be 

seen on my website at www.gabbysalazar.com and others on my trip blog at 

www.roadtoamazonia.com.  

So, how did I end up in Easton, Pennsylvania? I heard about a job at the Nurture Nature Center (NNC) 

through a family friend and quickly jumped on the opportunity to put my studies to work. I like 

adventures and moving from North Carolina to Pennsylvania via Peru seemed like good next step. The 

Nurture Nature Center’s mission is “To help communities address environmental risks through science, 

art, and dialogue.” My work at NNC fits my background perfectly and has given me practical experience 

in Informal Science Education that published case studies could never provide.  

Since I am new to the area, I spend many weekends visiting my friends from Brown. They are in 

Philadelphia, New Haven, New York, and Boston. Even at a distance, my classmates from Brown are my 

strongest support network. Brown gave me so much more than a four-year degree. In new 

environments, from high-altitude treks with indigenous communities in the Andes to meetings with local 

business officials in Easton, I feel confident in my ability to make meaningful contributions. During 

school, I did not always understand how ‘critical thinking’ gained from classes in comparative literature 

and modern architecture would help me succeed later in life. Now, I am positive that the education that 

I received at Brown, from both my professors and my peers, is one of my most valuable assets.   

[Editor’s note: You are encouraged to visit Gabby’s web sites to see her stunning photographs and learn 

more about her travels and explorations.] 



Alumni News 
In this continuing feature to the Newsletter, we are reporting on 

events involving alumni in our area:

Bob Kotanchik ’67 –In May, Bob had the pleasure 

honor of being invited to serve as a 

class marshal in the Commencement 

Procession. Here is photo of Bob and 

two of his classmates who also served 

as marshals. Bob is on the left and, 

Elias Safdie ’67 of Providence in the 

middle and, perhaps, some of you will 

recognize John M. Robinson ’67, on the 

right. John served as Dean of Students 

at Brown from 1979 to 1988 when he 

became Dean of Student Life. John 

works in DC where he is an adviso

Hillary Clinton.  

Gabby Salazar ‘09 –Local Food Event 

event at the Nurture Nature Center on July 26 that will include the new Science on a Sphere film “

Billion Coming to Dinner.” The evening will include local food tastings, a presentation about Buy Fresh 

Buy Local of the Lehigh Valley, and a community dialogue about local food access in the Lehigh Valley.

As noted above in the item about the Velodrome event, three students have been accepted for the class 

of 2016 from the Lehigh Valley – 

available). The full stats for the LV-Reading

Applied:  62 (11 for 

Rejected:  49 (incl. 1 early 

Wait list:  10 

Accepted:  3 (incl. 1 early

  

For the Class of 2016, there were a t

scheduled to matriculate. 

In the coming weeks, Paul Oberbeck will be retiring as area chairperson for BASC and Nadeem 

’89, MD’93 will be taking up the reins as the new chairperson. We are 

officers of your Club in thanking Paul for all of his support these past years as our regional BASC 

chairperson and in welcoming Nadeem as our new chairperson.

 

The next meeting of the Book Club 

determined, the book selection has already been made. If you plan to participate, the book is 

Booker Prize-winning The Sense of a

the mutable past”: For further information contact Olivia Barker ’96 

Veronneau ’05 kateveronneau@me.com
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Local Food Event at the Nurture Nature Center: Gabby invites you to a really fun 

Nurture Nature Center on July 26 that will include the new Science on a Sphere film “

The evening will include local food tastings, a presentation about Buy Fresh 

of the Lehigh Valley, and a community dialogue about local food access in the Lehigh Valley.

BASC Update 

As noted above in the item about the Velodrome event, three students have been accepted for the class 

 Reading region (statistics from the Scranton-Wilkes Barre 

Reading region are as follows: 

for early decision) 

49 (incl. 1 early decision & 9 from the early decision wait list)

1 early decision); of these, one is a legacy. 

For the Class of 2016, there were a total of 28,742 applicants; 2,760 were accepted and 1569 are 

In the coming weeks, Paul Oberbeck will be retiring as area chairperson for BASC and Nadeem 

’93 will be taking up the reins as the new chairperson. We are confident 

officers of your Club in thanking Paul for all of his support these past years as our regional BASC 

ing Nadeem as our new chairperson. 

The BCEP Book Club 

The next meeting of the Book Club will be in August. While the date and venue are still to be 

determined, the book selection has already been made. If you plan to participate, the book is 

The Sense of an Ending by Julian Barnes, “the story of a man coming to terms with 

For further information contact Olivia Barker ’96 obarker@usatoday.com

kateveronneau@me.com 
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BCEP  Board of Directors  

We are pleased to announce the addition of Nadeem Ahmad ’89, MD’93 to the Board. 

John Morris ’62 has submitted his resignation to the Board but has offered to provide support for events 

in the Scranton – Wilkes Barre region. 

Jeff O’Connell ’77 is the Club’s new Webmaster and Kate Veronneau ’05 will support Jeff in his new role.  

Olivia Barker ’96 is on a temporary leave of absence from her position as Newsletter Editor. Bob 

Kotanchik ’67 is providing support in the interim. 

 

Co-presidents: 

Jennifer Ketay Brock ‘63 

jenketay@yahoo.com   

Bob Kotanchik ’67 

rkotanchik@alumni.brown.edu 

Treasurer: 

Sheila S. O’Connell ’78 

soconnell@dataworksintl.com 

Newsletter Editor: 

Olivia Barker ’96 (On leave of absence) 

obarker@usatoday.com  

Board Members at Large: 

Nadeem Ahmad   ’89, MD’93 
ntahmad@msn.com 
Kate Veronneau ‘05 

kateveronneau@me.com  

Webmaster: 

Jeff O’Connell ‘77 

joconnell@dataworksintl.com 

BASC Area Chair and Liaison to Club: 

Paul Oberbeck ‘84 

pbo@magneticsgroup.com 

 

 


