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COURSE DESCRIPTION - GRADES 6-8

Subject Area: Drama - Theatre Arts
Course Number: 0400010
Course Title: M/J Drama 2

A. Major Concepts/Content.  The purpose of this course is to enable students to
increase fundamental knowledge and skills in the elements of theatre arts, with an
emphasis on performance.

The content should include, but not be limited to, the following:

- acting and characterization
- movement and vocal production
- pantomime and improvisation
- theatre terminology
- dramatic literature
- historical, cultural, and societal perspectives
- technical theatre
- playwriting
- role of the director
- artistic discipline
- audience etiquette
- roles and careers in theatre arts

This course shall integrate the Goal 3 Student Performance Standards of the
Florida System of School Improvement and Accountability as appropriate to the
content and processes of the subject matter.

Course student performance standards must be adopted by the district, and they
must reflect appropriate Sunshine State Standards benchmarks.
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B. Special Note.  The content of this one-year course may be adjusted to
accommodate a shorter schedule such as a wheel or one-semester course.  This
course generally requires students to participate in extra rehearsals and
performances beyond the school day.

Materials (theatre literature) used for instruction in this course must comply with
the standards used to determine propriety of such materials as specified in
Selection and Adaptation of Instructional Materials in section 1006.34(b)(2),
Florida Statutes.

C. Course Requirements.  These requirements include, but are not limited to, the
benchmarks from the Sunshine State Standards that are most relevant to this
course.  Benchmarks correlated with a specific course requirement may also be
addressed by other course requirements as appropriate.  Some requirements in this
course are not addressed in the Sunshine State Standards.

After successfully completing this course, the student will:

1. Demonstrate use of fundamental acting techniques and character
analysis to create and sustain believable characterization in
performance.
TH.A.1.3.1 develop characters, relationships, and environments from

written sources (e.g., plays, stories, poems, and history).
TH.D.1.3.1 understand a character in a play through exploration of

internal characterization (e.g., emotions and motivations)
and external characterization (e.g., background, posture,
mannerisms, and dress).

2. Demonstrate use of fundamental movement and vocal production
techniques (e.g., diction, breathing, projection) individually and in
groups to communicate thought, feeling, and characterization in
performance.

3. Demonstrate use of fundamental pantomime techniques to create and
present a performance expressing character, emotion, setting, and the
illusion of concrete objects.
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4. Demonstrate use of improvisation to create and explore
characterization and to illustrate awareness of plot.

5. Demonstrate use of appropriate theatre terminology.

6. Analyze dramatic literature in terms of plot, structure, style, and
thematic content.
TH.D.1.3.2 understand the relationship of plot, conflict, and theme in a

play.
TH.D.1.3.3 develop criteria for the evaluation of dramatic texts and

performances.
TH.D.1.3.4 understand that theatre experiences involve empathy

(e.g., vicarious identification with characters and actions)
and aesthetic distance (e.g., recognition that the play is not
real life).

7. Demonstrate awareness of major historical periods and playwrights
and the impact of events, culture, and society on theatre arts.
TH.C.1.3.1 understand how social and universal concepts in various

cultures and historical periods are expressed through
universal themes in theatre.

TH.C.1.3.2 understand the social impact of historical and cultural
events on the theatre (e.g., art imitates life; life imitates art).

TH.C.1.3.3 understand the lives, works, and influences of
representative theatre artists from various cultures and
historical periods.

TH.E.1.3.5 know about significant playwrights, performers, directors,
and producers and their contributions to theatre.

8. Demonstrate awareness of the construction and acquisition of
technical elements for theatre.
TH.A.3.3.1 safely select and create elements of scenery, properties,

lighting, costumes, make-up, and sound to signify a
character and setting.
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TH.A.3.3.2 develop and use technical sound effects such as
microphones, synthesizers, tapes, and CDs to emphasize
and enhance the meaning of a play.

9. Identify the contributions of technical elements of theatre to the mood
and setting of a drama.
TH.E.1.3.1 understand the influence that various arts media have on

theatrical productions.

10. Demonstrate use of fundamental playwriting skills to create a
monologue or scene using dialogue and apply relevant aspects of
Aristotle’s Poetics to the writing.
TH.A.2.3.1 use the elements of dramatic form (e.g., plot, character,

dialogue, conflict and resolution, and setting) to stage a
play.

TH.B.1.3.1 collaborate with actors to refine original scripts and justify
writing choices.

11. Demonstrate awareness of the contributions and responsibilities of the
director.

12. Demonstrate cooperative skills and artistic discipline required to
participate in rehearsals and theatre productions.
TH.E.1.3.4 understand the value of collaboration in creating a

theatrical production.

13. Demonstrate responsible behavior in dramatic activities as a
participant or audience member.
TH.E.1.3.2 understand the reasons for personal reactions and audience

reactions to various media and multiple art forms
(e.g., staging environment, past experiences, and culture).

14. Identify opportunities and requirements for a career in theatre arts.
TH.E.1.3.3 know the pertinent skills, discipline, and knowledge needed

to pursue careers and recreational opportunities in theatre,
film, television, and electronic media.


