
 
Dear Families, 
 
During the third unit of 2nd grade, Money, students are engaged in active, hands-on 
experiences based on real-life situations involving money.  Our young learners will 
develop many concepts and skills about money throughout this unit, specifically, 
identifying and counting various coins and dollar bills, paying for items with coins, 
and using the $ and ¢ symbols appropriately. Students will also be introduced to 
the concept of making change.  
 
Students begin by identifying dollar bills, quarters, dimes, nickels, and pennies. 
When figuring out the value of a combination of coins, children are encouraged to 
start with the coin of largest value then mentally add coins of the next highest 
value, and so on. Adding tens (counting on by 10) may be comfortable for your child, 
so encouraging him/her to look for dimes or pairs of nickels as he/she adds may be 
helpful and make counting coin amounts easier.  Remember that your child probably 
does not yet know any multiplication facts, so when finding the value of a pile of 
like coins, they may need to skip count.  For example, “Four nickels: 5, 10, 15, 20 
cents,” or “Six dimes: 10, 20, 30, 40, 50, 60 cents.”  It is helpful for your child to 
recognize that 4 quarters make 1 dollar and to be able to skip count by 25 to 100.  
 
Once students have developed comfort with identifying and counting coins, they 
will compare combinations of coins, and conduct simple transactions where there is 
no change.  Talk about prices when you shop with your child, and encourage him/her 
to help you count out coins to pay for small purchases to develop familiarity with 
coins and the prices of everyday objects. It is only after children have had many 
such experiences that they develop a sense of the value of money, recognizing 
what sorts of things can be bought for 25¢, $1, $5, or $20.  While students will be 
exposed to the concept of making change, this is not a required skill for 2nd grade 
and is not expected to be mastered.  Encouraging your child to count up from the 
amount purchased to the amount paid may make this challenging work easier.  For 
example, count from 27¢ (the cost of an eraser) to 50¢ (the amount paid) and 
discuss the coins that can be used to show this amount.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
The Grade 2 Teachers  
 

 

 



 
 
 

Unit 3 Skills 
(What will students be able to do) 

• Recognize and name coins  
• Tell the value of coins individually 
• Count the value of a set of coins 
• Compare the value of two sets of coins 
• Make and recognize equivalent collections of coins 
• Select coins for a given amount 
• Make change (not a required skill- introduction only) 
• Solve problems using dollar bills, quarters, dimes, nickels, and pennies 
• Use dollar and cent symbols appropriately 
 


