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Brandeis Swingers’ Constitution 
 
Article I: General 
 

A. Name 
  The name of this club shall be the Brandeis Swingers. 

B. Purpose 
  The group is a chartered Brandeis Club whose purpose is to promote the love of 
 Swing  to the Brandeis and local community through dances, lessons and performances.  
 
Article II: Membership 
 

A. Who can Jump & Jive 
  Any member of the Brandeis Community may become an active member of the 
 Brandeis Swingers regardless of race, religion, gender, national origin, disability, age, 
 creed, martial status, economic status, sexual orientation, skill, or number of left feet.  
 
Article III: Meetings 
 

A. General Meetings 
  There will be a general meeting at the beginning of the Fall semester after the 
 Activities fair. At this meeting elections will be held if they were not held in the 
 preceding spring.  
 

B. Executive Board Meetings 
  Executive Board meetings will take place on to two times a month. They are most 
 necessary at the beginning and end of each semester and two weeks prior to any 
 Swingers’ Event. If necessary these meetings can take place via email though in person 
 meetings are preferred and strongly strongly suggested.  
 
Article IV: Officers (Leads and Follows) 
  

A. Executive Board Offices and Duties 
 

1. President 
  The president will ensure the smooth operation of the club 

(1) The President will become very good friends with the Conference and Events 
Staff as He/She will be responsible for reserving rooms for the dances and 
possibly the lessons if the Lessons cordinator is unable to.  
(a) These reservations will be made one semester in advance to ensure that 

rooms are held.  
(2) The President will preside over all executive board meetings and any general 

club meetings that are held.  
(3) The President will be in charge of orchestrating the dances and delegating 

tasks necessary to their success, such as decorating times and who will 
purchase all the necessary items and when.  



 

2 

(4) The President will also be the liaison between the club and the 
administrations such as Conference & Events, Student Activities, and Public 
Safety.  

 
2. Secretary 

  The Secretary will be in charge of disseminating information to the club  
 members. This includes: 

(1) Maintaining all club mailing lists.  
(2) Maintaining contact with outside Swing Dance organizations and Swing 

Clubs from other neighboring Universities 
(3) Organizing the Swingers’ Coffeehouse 
(4) Taking notes at all meetings 
(5) Sending weekly emails to the club about upcoming swing events and lessons 

schedules 
(6) Will update and maintain our web space or appoint a webmaster to do so 

 
3. Treasurer 

  The Treasurer’s job is to handle all financial affairs. This includes, but is not  
 limited to:  

(1) Keeping track of the club funds 
(2) Determining the budget for each event 
(3) Being the liaison between the club and the F-Board and the student Union 

Treasurer and any other financial administrators on Campus 
(4) Orchestrating fundraisers 

 
4. 2 Public Relations Officers 

  The Public Relations officers will ensue that all Swingers’ events are publicized.  
 This entails:  

(1) Making flyers 
(2) Copying the flyers 
(3) Posting the flyers 
(4) Making sure that all upcoming events are on the Brandeis Calendar, the 

Student Union Announcements the week prior to the event and in Alwina’s 
(or the equivalent thereof) Thursday announcement if they are timely 

 
5. Lessons and Performance Coordinator 

  The Lessons and Performances Coordinator will schedule and coordinate general  
 lessons as well as Performance Troupe performances and rehearsals.  

(1) Lessons will occur on a weekly or biweekly basis dependent upon interest 
and space availability. They will be taught by the Coordinator and any other 
members who show an interest and are capable of teaching others. Swingers 
learn from one another! 

(2) Troupe Rehearsals will occur before all major performances and on a 
schedule determined by the Performances Coordinator in accordance with 
Troupe Members’ availability.  
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(3) The Lessons and Performances Coordinator will be abreast of performance 
opportunities around campus. 

(4) The Lessons and Performances Coordinator will be the liaison between the 
Swingers and any outside Swing instruction. 

 
B. Unassigned Duties 

  Some Duties will be unassigned until the officers are elected and have their first  
 Executive Board Meeting. These duties include:  

(1) Which officer/officers will be responsable for purchasing decorations and 
food based onwho can provide transportation and if possible a Sam’s Club, 
BJs or Costco Card.  

(2) Who will contact Brandeis groups to perform at Swingers’ Coffeehouses 
 

C. Term Length 
  One school year 
 

D. Elections 
1. When: 

  Elections will take place in the fall UNLESS it is deemed necessary in the spring  
 to hold them before the next school year due to an excess of officers leaving the  
 club and thus would be unable to fulfill their duties throughout the summer. 
 

2. The Order 
  Elections will take place via a roll-down system in the following order:  
  President, Secretary, Treasurer, One PR position, Other PR position, Lessons and  
 Performance Coordinator 
 

3. The Election Process 
(1) Nominations 

   Someone nominates a member (a member can nominate his/herself) 
(2) Seconds 

   The nomination must be seconded by another member 
(3) This continues until there are no more nominations 
(4) Speeches 

   Each candidate is allowed 1-2 minutes to express why he/she would be  
  good for the job (no mudslinging allowed, just simply state the   
 candidates’s own attributes) 

(5) Rinse and Repeat: 
   Elections for the next office are held the same way until all positions are  
  filled. A member who was a candidate for one office and was not elected   
 may run for any subsequent offices through the same process.  
 

4. Who Runs It: 
  Elections will be officiated by the current resident with the following exceptions: 

(1) If the current President is running again the next available current officer will 
take over for that race 
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(2) If the current President is unable to attend the meeting the next available 
current officer will take over that race 

(3) If the current President decides to run for a different position once a new 
President is elected he/she will immediately preside over the elections for the 
subsequent positions 

 
E. Resignations/Positions Vacancies: 

 Should an E-board member choose to resign, go abroad, or join a national dance team 
 his/her position will become vacant. The vacancy will be filled by an active member 
 appointed by the President with the input of the rest of the executive board. Should the 
 vacancy be that of the President the President may appoint his/her successor. If he/she 
 does not do so the bard ca choose to appoint one of the current members and then fill the 
 subsequent void as per the prior stated rules or the board can choose to elect a new 
 President from the general membership. 
 

F. Forced Resignation: 
 If an E-board member consistently fails to do his or her duties the rest of the board may 
 vote to ask that person to resign if just cause is shown to do so. 
 
Article V: Swingin’ Events 
 The Executive Board will make all attempts to adhere to the following schedule of events 
 

A. Dances 
1. One Live Band Intercollegiate Dance per semester 
2. Two to three smaller dances per semester 
3. At least one dance per year known as the Jive Drive all proceeds from which will be 

donated to a charity designated by the executive board 
 

B. Lessons 
 Pursuant to Article III Section A 5: Lessons will occur on a weekly or biweekly basis 
 dependent upon interest and space availability. They will be taught by the Coordinator 
 and any other members who show an interest and are capable of teaching others. 
 Swingers learn from one another! 
 

C. Troupe Rehearsals and Performances 
 As long as there is sufficient interest in Performing there will be a performance troupe. 
 Members must be willing to rehearse on a fairly regular basis. All skill levels are 
 welcome to join the troupe. Who will perform when will be determined by the Lessons 
 and Performances Coordinator dependent upon who often the member attends rehearsals 
 and has practiced with the other members.  
 

D. Coffeehouses: 
 Swingers’ will attempt to hold one coffeehouse per semester as a fundraising event. 
 
Article VII: Miscellaneous Procedural Mumbo-Jumbo 
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A. Amendments 
 Amendments to the constitution must be presented to the Executive Board in writing and 
their necessity explained in detail. The board will then vote to accept the amendment, reject it, or 
call upon the general membership for a vote.  
 

A. Adding or Subtracting Officers 
 Prior to the new election each year the current board will evaluate the current positions 
and decide if any new positions should be added or old ones removed. It is suggested that the 
board never become larger than 7 people.  


