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OUR MISSION IS EDUCATING AND ENRICHING LIVES   IN THIS ISSUE DECEMBER 7, 2017 

Jennifer Landers, a kindergarten teacher at 
Hoover Elementary School, was named a 
Bartlesville Public School District’s Teacher 
of the Month by Arvest Bank and Oakley 
Chevrolet Buick.  

Ms. Landers was presented a plaque and a 
$300 check by Annah Fischer, Arvest Bank 
Marketing Manager, and David Oakley Jr., 
owner of Oakley Chevrolet Buick. Although 
the award was presented in November, Wikel 
is officially the district’s September Teacher 
of the Month, with another kindergarten 
teacher, Deborah Wikel of Wilson 
Elementary, having been the honoree for 
August. 

Ms. Landers has 12 years of classroom 
teaching experience. She taught 
prekindergarten for ten years and is in her 
second year of teaching kindergarten. 

The person who influenced Ms. Landers’ 
decision to pursue the path of teaching was 
her first grade teacher, Ms. Eidson. “I still 
remember her coffee aroma that she carried 
with her every day. She made teaching look 
so fun and easy. She also gave me the 
confidence I often lacked.”   

Ms. Landers feels her students must feel 
loved, safe, and respected in order to achieve 
his or her highest potential. Her goal is for 
her students to never feel afraid to make 

mistakes but to learn from them. She also 
strives to accommodate different levels of 
learning with hands-on teaching and 
frequent monitoring and assessing.  

“I feel that becoming a family in the 
classroom allows us to work on character and 
problem solving,” said Landers. “My students 
are not only in my classroom to learn 
academics but to also learn skills that will 
mold them to be exceptional and 
independent people.”  

Ms. Landers shows her love for children and 
the community through her church as well. 
She is an active member of Christ 
Community Church and has volunteered in 
the kids’ church, in the nursery, and 
occasionally serves dinners to the homeless 
families that visit her church. 

“I am very honored and proud to be a teacher 
in Bartlesville, and I care deeply about our 
kids in the community,” said Landers. “I am 
proud to have served all 11 years of my 
teaching career in Bartlesville at Hoover 
Elementary. I treasure my connections that I 
have made with students, families, Hoover 
staff, and the district staff.” 

Bartlesville Public Schools is proud to join 
Arvest Bank and Oakley Chevrolet Buick in 
honoring Jennifer Landers as a Bartlesville 
Teacher of the Month. 

 
Former Globetrotter brings anti-
drug message to Central 
Captain Magic, or Valentino Willis, entertained and 
spoke about anti-drug and alcohol awareness at Central 
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STEM program recognized; 
students and staff travel & train 
The phenomenal growth of the district’s STEM program 
earned it kudos at the state PLTW conference 
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Landers at Hoover named a 
Teacher of the Month 
by Laci McClintock 
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Tina Steele, who teaches business classes at 
Bartlesville High School, has been awarded 
$500 by Arvest Bank as of one of thirty-three 
such awards given to teachers throughout 
the state as part of the bank's We Love OK 
Teachers campaign.  

Ms. Steele teaches a range of business 
computer classes at the Bartlesville High 
School including Business Computer 
Applications, Desktop Publishing 1 and 2, 
and Web Page 1 and 2. She plans to use the 
money to purchase additional curriculum to 
enhance what she is already teaching in the 
classroom. “I am always looking for ways not 
only to improve my teaching and curricula, 
but to build meaningful relationships with my 
students,” Steele said. “It is an honor to 
receive this award. I feel quite privileged to 
be working in Bartlesville, which is the best 
district in Oklahoma!” 

In mid-October Arvest launched its 
initiative to honor educators from a pool 
of more than 90 communities throughout 
the state, awarding more than $15,000 in 
prize money based on nominations via the 
Arvest Bank Facebook page.  

The bank's program comes at a time when 
many school budgets across the state 
have been cut. “Arvest is so happy to help 
support Ms. Steele and all of our award 
recipients,” Arvest Marketing Manager 
Annah Fischer said. “Teachers work 
tirelessly to shape and educate the 
children of Oklahoma, and we are grateful 
for their efforts. We hope these prizes can 
make their jobs a little easier.” 

Towns included in the contest were: Adair, 
Ada, Afton, Aqua Park, Arkoma, Badger Lee, 
Bartlesville, Bethel, Bixby, Blackgum, Broken 
Arrow, Box, Catoosa, Chickasha, Choctaw, 
Choteau, Commerce, Copic Slab, 
Cottonwood, Coweta, Del City, Dale, Dewey, 
Duncan, Edmond, Elgin, Eufaula, Fairland, 
Foreman, Ft. Gibson, Gans, Glenpool, Gore, 
Gore Landing, Grove, Heavener, Jay, Jenks, 
Kansas, Lawton, Liberty, Marble City, Maple, 
McAlester, McLoud, Meeker, Miami, 

Midwest City, Moffett, Moore, Muldrow, 
Muskogee, Nicut, Norman, Nowata, 
Oklahoma City, Okmulgee, Owasso, 
Panama, Paradise Hill, PawPaw, Pocola, 
Poteau, Porter, Pryor, Quapaw, Redland, 
Reeder Ford, Roland, Sallisaw, Sand Springs, 
Sapulpa, Seven Oaks, Shawnee, Spiro, 
Stillwater, Stilwell, Stoney Point, Sycamore, 
Tahlequah, Talihina, Tecumseh, Tulsa, Vian, 
Vinita, Wagoner, Walters, West Fort Smith, 
Westville, Wister, Wyandotte and Yukon.

 

A former member of the Harlem 
Globetrotters, Valentino Willis, aka “Captain 
Magic,” entertained and spoke about anti-
drug and alcohol awareness to students at 
Central Middle School on Friday, 12/1/2017. 

The entire student body filled the school’s 
new gym on Friday morning. Mr. Willis 
showed off a couple of quick tricks with the 
basketball and ran around the gym high-
fiving the students. He then let them know 

his purpose wasn’t to talk 
about basketball but to talk 
about staying away from 
drugs, cigarettes, and alcohol 
as well as respecting each 
other, teachers, principals, 
and parents.  

His well-choreographed 
presentation was interactive. 
At times he would bring up a 
student and teach him/her a 

trick with the basketball while reiterating his 
message about respect and substance abuse. 
He also had some teachers go up to learn 
some of the tricks, naturally making it funny 
for the kids.  

Initially drafted by the New Jersey Nets, 
Valentino played in the Eastern Professional 
Basketball League where he averaged 25 
points per game. He conducts basketball 
clinics and participates in the Special 
Olympics. He has also appeared in several 

commercials and movies, including 
appearing with Michael Jackson and Diana 
Ross in the “The Wiz” and Ray Bolger in “For 
Heaven’s Sake”. 

Central Middle School students and staff 
enjoyed his presentation. Valentino is quite 
the showman and comedian when it comes 
to entertaining this age group. He also went 
out of his way to involve the special needs 
students and took a moment to pose for 
pictures with the students from the multiple-
disabilities class.     

Mr. Ariel Ortega, who is the school’s 
Assistant Principal, said, “We had students 
walk in the door Monday morning still 
repeating some of the things that Mr. Willis 
said on Friday about respecting principals. 
When they saw Principal Gardner and me at 
the door, they waved their hands up in the air 
and said, ‘respect principals’.”  

Tina Steele at BHS 
awarded $500 by 
Arvest 

Former Globetrotter brings anti-
drug message to Central 
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NATIONAL PLTW SUMMIT 
 

District staff members Shannon McKinney, Rachel Hough, Lolly 
Williams, Jeremy Hanks, Stephanie Curtis, LaDonna Chancellor, Angie 
Linthacum, Keri Gardner, Leslie Sexson, and Tri County Tech's Kerensa 
Kester were part of the Oklahoma delegation at PLTW Summit 2017 in 
Orlando, FL in October 

 
 

STUDENTS AT STATE CONFERENCE 
 

Madison Middle School Technology Student Association officers Katy 
Lauritsen, Madeline Lewis, Lindsey Kubsch, Chanah Shpeizer, Ashley 
Healy, and Sadie Stose are advised by STEM teachers Rachel Hough 
and Shannon McKinney 

 

Central Middle School's Technology Student Association officers Jack 
Auschwitz, Cooper Johnson, Megan Sanders, Jaxon Hand, and Caisen 
Miser-Fees are advised by STEM teachers Lolly Williams and Darin 
Messerli 

 

Enrollment in Bartlesville's specialized STEM 
programs has exploded in recent years. New 
Innovation Labs at each secondary school 
funded by a $1.7 million grant from Phillips 
66 plus federal training funds for staff has 
allowed Bartlesville High School to offer 
seven different specialized courses that 
collectively serve 157 students. New 
Innovation Labs and the retraining of staff 
has more than doubled the enrollment in the 
middle school Gateway to Technology 
courses to almost 1,300 students. Plus this 
school year over 2,600 students in each of 
the district's kindergarten through fifth grade 
classes will be doing computer science 
modules funded by an $85,000 Challenge 
Grant from the Bartlesville Public Schools 
Foundation and a $35,000 grant from 
ConocoPhillips. 

BARTIANS AT NATIONAL PLTW SUMMIT 

Most of the new STEM courses and modules 
implemented in the Bartlesville Public 
Schools since 2015 are part of the national 
Project Lead the Way (PLTW) program. In 
October the PLTW Summit 2017 in Orlando, 
Florida offered 250 professional 
development opportunities for teachers, 
administrators, and counselors. Nine district 
staff members participated.  

Shannon McKinney, the district's STEM 6-12 
Department Chair, said, "There were 
opportunities to learn more about PLTW as 
well as networking with industry partners to 
inspire our teachers and students." 

STUDENTS LEARN TO LEAD AT STATE 
CONFERENCE 

In November, the Central and Madison 
students who are officers of the schools' 
Technology Student Association attended 
the Fall Leadership Conference in Midwest 
City. The students learned leadership skills 
that will help them guide their chapters. 

DISTRICT RECOGNIZED AT STATE 
CONFERENCE 

Several district teachers, administrators, and 
a counselor also attended the PLTW State 
Conference later in November in Stillwater. 
The event featured teacher training, a 
student showcase, breakout sessions, college 
information booths, and demonstrations. 
Both of Madison's STEM teachers presented 
at the event. Rachel Hough conducted 
breakout sessions on GeoGebra and Social 
Media. Shannon McKinney presented a 

session on the PLTW Medical Detectives 
module and its classroom implementation. 

 
District administrators LaDonna Chancellor 
and Dr. Stephanie Curtis participated in a 
panel discussion on PLTW Funding Solutions. 
They shared with other school districts how 
and why BPS has invested in PLTW at the 
elementary, middle school, and high school 
levels. 

The district PLTW course enrollment of 
secondary students grew from 534 in 2015-16 
to 1,316 in 2016-17. This year's PLTW Launch 
modules in all kindergarten through fifth 
grade classes will mean almost 3,900 of the 
district's 6,000 students will be part of a 
hands-on PLTW module or course this school 
year. 

The district was recognized at the state 
PLTW conference for "exemplary vision, 
leadership and overall support of the 
Bartlesville STEM programs and Launch 
expansion." Granger Meador, who served as 
the district's STEM department chair for the 
first two years of the build-out, attributes the 
success of the effort to how the community 
has come together to make STEM a priority. 
He said, "None of this would have happened 
without the tremendous support of 
community partners, a group of talented and 
dedicated teachers who have devoted much 
time and effort in offering great new courses, 
administrators who supported us every step 
of the way, and how students and parents 
have embraced STEM as a key component of 
public education." 

The district is working to continue to 
improve, with the Bartlesville Public Schools 
Foundation currently about halfway to its 
$100,000 goal to fund another wave of PLTW 
Launch modules in all elementary school 
classrooms. The modules for 2018-2019 
focus on biomedical and engineering topics.  

STEM program recognized; 
students and staff travel & train 
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The BHS Choir Concert was 
on Tuesday, 12/5/2017, but it 
is not too late to attend 
other free holiday concerts 
at the Fine Arts Center at 
Bartlesville High School at 
18th Street and Hillcrest 
Drive.

 

               CENTRAL 5K ON 2/24/2018 

 

Celebrate a "Classic" - Central Middle 
School! 

The “Central Classic 5K Race” returns to 
Bartlesville at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
February 24, 2018. 

The event will support continued 
improvements to the historic building. 
Previous participants have helped the 
school completely upgrade the 
audio/visual equipment in its 
distinguished auditorium and assisted 
with the purchase of carpet squares that 
protect its new gymnasium and make it 
useful for many events. 

This is a chip-timed event on a certified 
course. We hope that you will consider 
joining Central Middle School for this 
event in support of Central’s youth and 
the entire community of Bartlesville. 

Registration Link 
Questions? Please contact Alisha 
Winward or Allison Ebert at (918) 336-
9302 or via 
CentralClassic5K@gmail.com 

ALL-CITY ORCHESTRA 

Thursday, 12/7, 7:30 p.m. 

 
ALL-CITY BAND 

Friday, 12/8, 7 p.m. 
 

ALL-CITY PERCUSSION 

Monday, 12/11, 7 p.m. 

 
MADISON CHOIR 

Thursday, 12/14, 7 p.m. 

 
CENTRAL CHOIR 

Monday, 12/18, 7 p.m. 

 

https://runsignup.com/Race/OK/Bartlesville/CentralClassic5KRaceand1mileFunRun


THE BRUIN: BARTLESVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS NEWS SUMMARY  
Issue 11-2  

5 

 

 

 Events Flyers 
 

Download flyers using the links below 
or visit www.bps-ok.org and click Event 
Flyers to access them 

Event Name Organization Description 
Registration 
Deadline 

Event Start 
Date 

Event End 
Date 

Grade 
Levels 

Flyer Weblink 
Sponsored 
by BPSD? 

Volunteers 
needed for 
various BPSD 
programs  

BPSD  Tutors, crossing 
guards, 
mentors, 
monitors, etc. 
are all needed  

      All Grade 
Levels  

Volunteers 
Flyer  

YES  

Youth Cheer 
Clinic  

BPSD Bruins 
Cheer Program  

3-hour clinic for 
PreK-6th, with 
halftime 
performance 
later  

December 
9, 2017  

December 
9, 2017  

December 
9, 2017  

Elementary 
School  

Youth Cheer 
Clinic Flyer  

YES  

Central Classic 
5K Race and 
Fun Run  

Central Middle 
School  

Fundraiser to 
help maintain 
the historic 
school and its 
services  

February 
24, 2018  

February 
24, 2018  

February 
24, 2018  

All Grade 
Levels  

Central Classic 
5K Race and 
Fun Run Flyer  

YES  

   

THIRD-PARTY FLYERS FOR NON-PROFIT COMMUNITY EVENTS 

Event Name Organization Description 
Registration 
Deadline 

Event Start 
Date 

Event End 
Date 

Grade 
Levels 

Flyer Weblink 
Sponsored 
by BPSD? 

Free Christmas 
Day Dinner  

Friends In Deed, 
Inc.  

Free lunch meal 
on 12/25/2017 
at Adams Blvd 
Church of 
Christ  

  December 
25, 2017  

December 
25, 2017  

All 
Grade 
Levels  

Friends in Deed 
Christmas Day 
Dinner  

NO 

 

        

 

 

http://www.bps-ok.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B3SRJwMFy015ZWZ5ZnBRTnRPMjA/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B3SRJwMFy015ZWZ5ZnBRTnRPMjA/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B3SRJwMFy015T3dnQWIzMEFNWGc
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B3SRJwMFy015T3dnQWIzMEFNWGc
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1eiyDtWynAgoinkViv37a-fYQVR8JAncg
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1eiyDtWynAgoinkViv37a-fYQVR8JAncg
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1eiyDtWynAgoinkViv37a-fYQVR8JAncg
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1QysoyaKGw1bdXhYgMunm2p4gQZiXzroB
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1QysoyaKGw1bdXhYgMunm2p4gQZiXzroB
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1QysoyaKGw1bdXhYgMunm2p4gQZiXzroB
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B3SRJwMFy015T3dnQWIzMEFNWGc
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B3SRJwMFy015ZWZ5ZnBRTnRPMjA/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1QysoyaKGw1bdXhYgMunm2p4gQZiXzroB
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