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Amanda Daniels, who teaches 3rd Grade at Hoover Elementary School, was named the 
Bartlesville Public Schools 2020 Teacher of the Year on February 25 at a fun 
red-carpet-styled evening at the Bartlesville Community Center. The event was organized 
by the Bartlesville Public Schools Foundation and the district PIC Committee and honored 
the Teacher of the Year from each of the nine district schools. Ms. Daniels received a 
$2,500 cash award from the Schmoldt Foundation for Education and two free round-trip 
airline tickets via the 12th Annual Chuck Spears Memorial Teacher of the Year Travel 
Award, presented by Gary Spears of Spears Travel.  
 
The evening’s ceremony included the presentation of the 2020 Kurt Schmoldt Teacher 
Appreciation Award to Karla Cunningham, the Family and Student Support Coordinator at 
Jane Phillips Elementary School. Karla was selected from a pool of over 40 teachers nominated by students, parents, 
coworkers, and community members for the $1,000 cash award funded by Hans Schmoldt.  
 
Alana Murphy, a Special Education teacher at Ranch Heights Elementary, was named the district's Rising Star Teacher for 
2020 and received $500 from the Schmoldt Foundation for Education. The Foundation also funded cash awards for the Rising 
Star Teacher from each site, an outstanding educator with one to four years of completed experience.  
 
Stacy Dennis, who teaches art at Ranch Heights, is the District Elementary Rookie of the Year. Matthew Hildebrand, who 
teaches band at Central Middle School, is the District Secondary Rookie of the Year. The Play for Burk Foundation received 
the Friend of Education Award from the Bartlesville Education Association. 
 
Bartlesville High School senior Stone Yang has been named an Academic All-Stater by the Oklahoma Foundation for 
Excellence. He is among 100 top public high school seniors selected state-wide. Stone has also been tapped to serve on the 
State’s Superintendent Council along with Bartlesville High School junior Elijah Winter. I will be joining Stone at the 
Foundation for Excellence banquet this year, where I will receive the Medal for Excellence in Elementary/Secondary 
Administration. That recognition is a reflection of our students and staff and our amazing community’s support of education, 
and I will humbly represent our Bruin Family at the event. 
 
Thirty-two students from Bartlesville Public Schools qualified for state at the 68th annual Bartlesville District Science Fair. 
Kate Boudreaux, Michael Brockman, and Liam Wisner already qualified at the district fair to compete in the International 
Science and Engineering Fair in Anaheim, California in May. We appreciate all of the corporate and professional society 
sponsors who make our district fair the best one in the state. I commend our Bartlesville teachers who support authentic 
research experiences for their students.  
 
As the month of February came to a close, so did winter sports and activities. The Bruins Swim Team was the  6A State 
Runner-up Champion at the state swim meet in Jenks on February 22. Three students from Bartlesville High School qualified 
for All-State Symphonic Band. Nine students from Bartlesville High School and Central Middle School qualified as Vocal 
Music All-Staters. 
 
All of these recognitions show why this is a great time to be a Bruin. 
 

### 
 

This column is online at https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Hz0WJ3IkfA3WN84kZY0mDz6o9WEusHOaUkx4nufATZ4/edit?usp=sharing 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Hz0WJ3IkfA3WN84kZY0mDz6o9WEusHOaUkx4nufATZ4/edit?usp=sharing

