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As part of our wellness initiative at BPS, my wife and I helped sponsor the Run the 
Streets Woolaroc 8K on October 12, which allowed any district school employee to 
participate in the run for less than half the original cost. Wilson Elementary school had 
the most participation with 51 registrants. I am very pleased that a total of 233 district 
employees registered for the race! 

The fourth annual Hands-On, Minds-On Bartlesville Math & Science Night event for 
middle school students will be held on Monday, November 4 from 6-8:30 p.m. at 
Madison Middle School. That event is open to all middle school-age students in the 
Bartlesville area. Last year, over 700 middle school students attended to learn more 
about STEM education and careers in the oil and gas industry. 

Congratulations go to the Bruin middle school cross country teams. The girls placed first overall at the 26th Annual 
Oklahoma Junior High All-Star Class 6A Cross Country Championships in Chickasha, and the boys were runner-ups in their 
division.  

On Monday, October 21, the Bartlesville Board of Education voted to approve the first major bid funded by the bond 
issues over 80% of voters approved in August. General Sports Surfaces will be installing artificial turf on the baseball 
infield at Bill Doenges Memorial Stadium and the softball infield near Madison Middle School. 

The board also approved naming the baseball field as Rigdon Field at Bill Doenges Memorial Stadium to recognize 
long-time Bruin baseball coach Spence Rigdon. Spence has been our district’s Athletics and Activities Director since June 
2018. He was diagnosed with stage 4 colon cancer three-and-a-half years ago. After numerous surgeries and extensive 
treatment, he will now be transitioning to hospice care. Spence is the toughest person I have ever known. 

Spence has positively influenced many lives through his coaching, teaching, church, athletics administration, and 
community involvement. A Bartlesville native, Spence graduated from BHS in 1991. He taught social studies for us for 18 
years, including a long stint in our Bruin Academy alternative high school program. He served as a district varsity baseball 
coach for thirteen years. In 2015, he was the recipient of the annual Kurt Schmoldt Teacher Appreciation Award and 
soon after that earned a master’s degree.  

Spence’s wife, Christina, is a Family Support Coordinator for Title I schools in the district. They have three children: Rilee 
(19), Bradee (16), and Cy (11). A Go Fund Me account has been created to support the Rigdon family at 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/7u39w-bless-the-spence-rigdon-family.  

Spence was instrumental in the process of transferring Bill Doenges Memorial Stadium from the city to the district, 
which has allowed the district to invest in significant renovations of that treasured historical venue. The name of the 
stadium will continue to honor Bill Doenges’ support for American Legion baseball, and I am pleased that Rigdon Field at 
the stadium will be a lasting reminder of Spence’s own legacy to our district and our community. 
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