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A decade ago the Bartlesville Public 
Schools Foundation initiated an 
Educator Hall of Fame to recognize 
outstanding former district educators 
who made a positive impact on students 
and the community. Each year, three or 
four inductees are named. On Thursday, 
March 28, 2019 Helen Raible, Earl Sears, 
and Barbara Tunin will be inducted as 
the tenth class, and each of them is 
profiled in this issue of The Bruin. 
 
Each spring the latest class of educators 
are inducted at a breakfast event which 
is a major fundraiser for the Foundation. 
The event benefits Foundation 
programs such as grants to classrooms, 
funding for professional growth, and 
compensating experts in residence.  
 
The presenting sponsor for this year’s 
event is Truity Credit Union. Individual 
tickets are $35 and will be available 
through March 20 at 
bpsfoundation.org/educator-hall-of-
fame/ 
 

Over the past decade, 30 former 
educators have been named to the 
Hall of Fame. On the next page are their 
names and photo thumbnails. You can 
click on a photo or a name for that 
educator’s online profile. 
 
The Bartlesville Public Schools 
Foundation has been investing in 
students and staff members within the 
district since 1985. Over the decades, 
the non-profit organization has funded 
more than $2.9 million in creative 
projects outside of the traditional state, 
local and federal sources to support 
state-of-the-art instruction. 
 
In addition to its long-standing grant 
programs, the Foundation also partners 
with the NOK ACS to offer science 
grants. It has also led a multi-year effort 
to raise funds for the elementary school 
STEM initiative, collaborates with the 
Richard Kane YMCA and Run the Streets 
to sponsor Bruins on the Run, and has 
sponsored a variety of special projects. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BHS, Central, and Madison named 
PLTW Distinguished Schools 
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Academic All-Staters 
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Raible, Sears, & Tunin to 
join Educator Hall of Fame 
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2010  Olehy, Harold  

2010  Baird, John  

2010  Hershberger, Myrna  

2010  Craighead, Della  

2011  Goetzinger, Carolyn  

2011  Barbara Potter  

2011  Brock, Mary  

2011  Lola Kelley  

2012  Simmons, Dan  

2012  Ballard, Mary  

2012  Wilson, Lelan  

2013  Martin, June  

2013  Cuplin, Mort  

2013  Green, Carol  

2014  Williams, Marilyn  

2014  Jared, Ron  

2014  Schmid, Betty  

2015  Williams, Karen  

2015  Smith, Sue  

2015  McMahon, Ann Purvis  

2016  Freeman, Kathleen  

2016  Kelly, Jack  

2016  Kelly, Joan  

2016  Mueller, Susan  

2017  Brock, Leonard  

2017  Dronyk, Cindy  

2017  Fee, Ed  

2018  Dixon, Diane  

2018  Cone, Carol Ann  

2018  Thompson, Gerald  

BARTLESVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS FOUNDATION 
EDUCATOR HALL OF FAME 

2010-2018 
CLICK A PHOTO OR A LINK AT RIGHT FOR AN ONLINE PROFILE 

 

   
  

     

   
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

     

https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/olehy-enjoyed-rewarding-career-with-bpsd/380836802207
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/society-provided-proof-that-john-baird-cared/380830782207
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/hershbergers-orchestra-program-was-second-to-none/380835547207
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/education-still-very-important-to-craighead/380833857207
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/carolyn-goetzinger-2011-bpsf-hall-of-fame-inductee/10150132447132208
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/barbara-potter-2011-hall-of-fame-inductee/10150157114912208
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/mary-brock-2011-bpsf-hall-of-fame-inductee/10150132442437208
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/lola-kelley-2011-hall-of-fame-inductee/10150157115522208
https://www.facebook.com/bpsfoundation/posts/10150732684117079:2
https://www.facebook.com/bpsfoundation/posts/10150732684117079:1
https://www.facebook.com/bpsfoundation/posts/10150732684117079:0
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/june-martin-2013-educator-hall-of-fame-inductee/10151526525427208
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/mort-cuplin-2013-educator-hall-of-fame-inductee/10151526506412208
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/carol-green-2013-educator-hall-of-fame-inductee/10151526520037208
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/williams-followed-her-passion-into-bpsf-educator-hall-of-fame/10152286789227208
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/jared-never-lost-his-passion-for-education-and-making-positive-impact/10152286782202208
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/betty-schmid-thrived-in-the-golden-age-of-early-education/10152257478247208
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/karen-williams-2015-educator-hall-of-fame-inductee/10153151412192208
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/smith-earned-accolades-as-esteemed-educator/10153151432612208
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/among-educators-purvis-mcmahon-stood-tall/10153151420552208
https://www.facebook.com/bpsfoundation/posts/10154058480512079:0
https://www.facebook.com/bpsfoundation/posts/10154072405517079
https://www.facebook.com/bpsfoundation/posts/10154072405517079
https://www.facebook.com/bpsfoundation/posts/10154095884337079
https://sites.google.com/a/bps-ok.org/website/home/district/bpsf-educator-hall-of-fame/2017-bpsf-educator-hall-of-fame#brock
https://sites.google.com/a/bps-ok.org/website/home/district/bpsf-educator-hall-of-fame/2017-bpsf-educator-hall-of-fame#dronyk
https://sites.google.com/a/bps-ok.org/website/home/district/bpsf-educator-hall-of-fame/2017-bpsf-educator-hall-of-fame#fee
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/diane-dixon-selected-for-educator-hall-of-fame/10156214907372208/
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/carol-ann-cone-remembered-in-educator-hall-of-fame/10156216338192208/
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/thompson-named-to-hall-of-fame/10156239946122208/
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/olehy-enjoyed-rewarding-career-with-bpsd/380836802207
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/society-provided-proof-that-john-baird-cared/380830782207
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/hershbergers-orchestra-program-was-second-to-none/380835547207
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/education-still-very-important-to-craighead/380833857207
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/carolyn-goetzinger-2011-bpsf-hall-of-fame-inductee/10150132447132208
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/barbara-potter-2011-hall-of-fame-inductee/10150157114912208
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/mary-brock-2011-bpsf-hall-of-fame-inductee/10150132442437208
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/lola-kelley-2011-hall-of-fame-inductee/10150157115522208
https://www.facebook.com/bpsfoundation/posts/10150732684117079:2
https://www.facebook.com/bpsfoundation/posts/10150732684117079:1
https://www.facebook.com/bpsfoundation/posts/10150732684117079:0
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/june-martin-2013-educator-hall-of-fame-inductee/10151526525427208
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/mort-cuplin-2013-educator-hall-of-fame-inductee/10151526506412208
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/carol-green-2013-educator-hall-of-fame-inductee/10151526520037208
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/williams-followed-her-passion-into-bpsf-educator-hall-of-fame/10152286789227208
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/jared-never-lost-his-passion-for-education-and-making-positive-impact/10152286782202208
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/betty-schmid-thrived-in-the-golden-age-of-early-education/10152257478247208
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/karen-williams-2015-educator-hall-of-fame-inductee/10153151412192208
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/smith-earned-accolades-as-esteemed-educator/10153151432612208
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/among-educators-purvis-mcmahon-stood-tall/10153151420552208
https://www.facebook.com/bpsfoundation/posts/10154058480512079:0
https://www.facebook.com/bpsfoundation/posts/10154072405517079
https://www.facebook.com/bpsfoundation/posts/10154072405517079
https://www.facebook.com/bpsfoundation/posts/10154095884337079
https://sites.google.com/a/bps-ok.org/website/home/district/bpsf-educator-hall-of-fame/2017-bpsf-educator-hall-of-fame#brock
https://sites.google.com/a/bps-ok.org/website/home/district/bpsf-educator-hall-of-fame/2017-bpsf-educator-hall-of-fame#dronyk
https://sites.google.com/a/bps-ok.org/website/home/district/bpsf-educator-hall-of-fame/2017-bpsf-educator-hall-of-fame#fee
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/diane-dixon-selected-for-educator-hall-of-fame/10156214907372208/
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/carol-ann-cone-remembered-in-educator-hall-of-fame/10156216338192208/
https://www.facebook.com/notes/bartlesville-public-schools-foundation/thompson-named-to-hall-of-fame/10156239946122208/
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It has been two decades since Helen 
Raible retired from teaching in 
Bartlesville, and she humbly professes 
her amazement that she is still 
remembered, but her impact on others 
has shown no time limit. A flood of 
nominations from her students and 
colleagues at the former Washington 
and Oak Park elementary schools will 
lead to her being inducted into the tenth 
class of the Bartlesville Public Schools 
Foundation’s Educator Hall of Fame, 
along with two other former teachers in 
the school district.  

Helen grew up in Little Rock, Arkansas. 
In addition to working at a department 
store, she made her way up from 
Brownie to work for several years in the 
1950s at a Girl Scout Camp. She earned 
a bachelor’s degree in Psychology at the 
University of Arkansas, where she met 
her husband, Clarence. His work as a 
research physicist led them to 
Bartlesville. 

When their youngest child went off to 
school, Helen indulged her love for 
working with children by volunteering in 
special education. She found she wanted 
to work with children more than once 
per week and pursued teacher 
certification at Bartlesville Wesleyan 
College. She became a remedial reading 
teacher at Washington elementary from 
1977-79 before teaching fourth-grade 
classes at Oak Park from 1979 until 1998. 

Her experiences in special education led 
her to engage children at whatever level 
they were at, refusing to treat them 
arbitrarily. She set high expectations for 
them and for herself, progressing 
together as far as they could go. She is 
remembered for creating a multitude of 
learning opportunities around even 
mundane topics, such as various fungi, 
creating excitement with manipulatives 
and display items while actively 
incorporating math, science, and 
reading skills.  

Loving the atmosphere and parent 
involvement at the small neighborhood 
schools, she particularly enjoyed 
teaching Oklahoma history. Taking 
advantage of the rich history in the area, 
she invited guest speakers to share their 
experiences with her students. Students 
would be enthralled when a mountain 
man and his Native American wife came 
to class, or two black cowboys with their 
horse, or they staged a Land Run on the 
school playground. It wasn’t just fun and 
games, since tied to that would be a 
research paper with multiple references, 
typed up on a computer in the later 
years. 

For Chinese New Year, she and the art 
teacher would dress up, serve the kids 
food they learned to eat with chopsticks, 
and create a dragon made of kids under 
blankets which paraded to every room 
to give away pennies. You never know 
what may stick with a student: one 
mother reports that her 40-year-old son 
still eats Chinese food with chopsticks, 
thanks to Mrs. Raible. 

Her devotion to children and helping 
others did not end with her retirement, 
as Helen continues to tutor students at 

Jane Phillips elementary twice each 
week and helped write the curriculum 
for the one-room schoolhouse at the 
Bartlesville Area History Museum, 
serving for a time as its schoolmarm. In 
between tutoring days at Jane Phillips, 
she volunteers at Mary Martha. 
Although her husband, Clarence, has 
passed away, their surviving son, 
Steven, lives in Tulsa and their daughter, 
Julie, lives in Oklahoma City. 

The Bartlesville Public Schools 
Foundation has been investing in 
students and staff members within the 
district since 1985. Over the decades, 
the non-profit organization has funded 
more than $2.9 million in creative 
projects outside of the traditional state, 
local and federal sources to support 
state-of-the-art instruction. The money 
generated by the Hall of Fame induction 
ceremonies on March 28, 2019, will help 
fund the organization’s programs.  Helen 
has asked that a $1,000 grant in her 
name go to Jane Phillips Elementary. 

  

 

2019 Hall of Fame Inductee 

Helen Raible 
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For decades, folks have relied on Earl Sears 
to get things done. Earl represented much 
of Bartlesville in the Oklahoma House of 
Representatives from 2006 to 2018 until 
term limits brought an end to a legislative 
career highlighted by his intricate 
knowledge of and influence on the 
appropriations and budget process. Before 
that, he served on the city council from 
1999-2003. But he happily proclaims that 
the 32 years he served in public education 
at Central Middle School from 1974-2006 
are the trophy he wants on his mantle. He 
says, “There is no comparison to the 
impact and journey I took with the 
professionals and students I worked with 
at Central.” His lifelong passion for public 
schools is one reason Sears will be 
inducted into the tenth class of the 
Bartlesville Public Schools Foundation’s 
Educator Hall of Fame, along with two 
other former teachers in the school 
district.  

Earl has deep roots in Bartlesville: his 
mother was born near Circle Mountain in 
1928 and graduated from Bartlesville’s 
College High in 1946. She worked for 
Phillips and managed restaurants in town. 
Earl loved school and being around 
teachers, particularly enjoying making 
furniture in the woodshop classes which 
were taught before the advent of vo-tech 
schools. He followed in his brother Joe’s 
footsteps to Northeastern State University 
and did his intern teaching at College High 
under R.L. Quinton. Fortunately for 
Bartlesville, Central Junior High Principal 
Earl Hammon needed a woodshop 
teacher, and Earl landed the spot. 

Sears was in his sixth year of teaching 
woodshop at Central when both site 
administrators had to be away for a week-
long workshop. They asked Earl to fill in, 
and his dynamism, visibility, and ability to 
solve problems made such an impression 
that he was soon asked to serve as the 

school’s assistant principal. 
A year-and-a-half later, he 
became the principal, a 
position he would hold for 
over 22 years. 

Earl was renowned for 
knowing every student at 
the school, greeting them 
daily. His dedication made 
an impression on Aaron 
Kuntz, who was later hired 
by Earl to teach science at 
the school, back when 
Aaron was a student 
playing soccer. Although 
he speculates that Earl did 
not have a great passion 
for soccer, Aaron 
remembers a game when 
it was freezing and pouring 
rain such that even the 
players’ parents had left to shelter inside 
the stadium during the game. But Aaron 
remembers Earl, sitting by himself in the 
stands, cheering for the kids all the way to 
the very end. 

When his wife, Jane, commuted to 
Tahlequah to earn her master’s degree in 
school counseling, Earl joined in, 
completing his degree in 1982. The 
training enhanced his work as a building 
principal, which he described as a 
wonderful and rewarding experience that 
was far more demanding and challenging 
than being a state representative. Always 
intent on moving kids forward and making 
Central a good school, he also invested in 
Bartlesville, participating and leading in 
many civic organizations and co-chairing 
major school bond issue campaigns. 

As a state representative, Earl naturally 
supported public education, striving to 
protect school appropriations and 
successfully maneuvering behind the 
scenes to save new state science standards 
when they were threatened. In his final 
term, he spearheaded what became 
known in the legislature as the Bartlesville 
plan and the Sears plan, which would lead 

to the largest teacher pay raise in state 
history. His offices became the capitol HQ 
for Bartlesville teachers working on 
legislative strategies during last year’s 
suspension of schools. 

Earl and Jane’s son, Ryan, is a partner in a 
law firm in Dallas. Ryan and his wife, 
Krisha, have two children. The Sears’ 
daughter, Hollye, works at the OU medical 
research complex in governmental 
relations, and lives with her husband, John 
Hunt, in Norman. Earl continues to pursue 
his love for quail hunting and training 
English pointers. In his latest role as a 
business development officer at Arvest 
who leads the bank’s weekly Friday 
Financial Forum, he continues to support 
public education, and now focuses his civic 
work on groups which address school 
issues. It is evident that folks will continue 
to rely on Earl Sears to get things done for 
years to come. 

The money generated by the Hall of Fame 
induction ceremonies on March 28, 2019, 
will help fund the Bartlesville Public School 
Foundation’s programs.  Earl has asked 
that a $1,000 grant in his name go to – you 
guessed it – Central Middle School.

2019 Hall of Fame Inductee 

Earl Sears 
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Students may think some of their 
teachers are magical, but Barbara Tunin 
knows better. The best teachers couple 
their innate talents with well-honed 
skills and experience, something this 
outstanding elementary school teacher 
taught her students — through magic. 
Students and teachers at Wayside 
Elementary School remember how she 
had students perform magic shows, 
requiring the students to research ideas, 
formulate and plan their presentations, 
learn to speak and perform for an 
audience, and practice something 
interesting. The real magic going on was 
how the kids were developing lifelong 
skills without consciously realizing it, a 
trick requiring their teacher’s time, 
dedication, and creativity. Over three 
decades of conjuring up great lessons is 
why Barbara Tunin will be inducted into 
the tenth class of the Bartlesville Public 
Schools Foundation’s Educator Hall of 
Fame, along with two other former 
teachers in the school district.  

Barbara grew up in Bartlesville, 
attending Garfield elementary, Central 
Junior High, and College High. Summer 
and after-school secretarial work at 
Phillips convinced her to pursue a 
different career by earning her teaching 
credentials at Oklahoma State 
University. After her student teaching, 
she became a mother and homemaker 
rather than make direct use of her 
degree in the schools. But when she 
became a single mother of three 
children, she worked as an aide at 
Washington elementary for a second-
grade teacher who was leaving, re-
certified in teaching with eight hours of 
college work at the University of Tulsa 
and went on to teach for eight years at 

Washington. When that school closed, 
she moved to Wayside, where she 
taught mostly third-grade students for 
another 23 years.  

During her years at the small 
Washington school, Tunin enjoyed the 
closeness of the kids and teachers, 
noting that she could get to know the 
students well before they came to her 
class in a later year. Things were never 
dull at Washington, and its clientele 
benefited from her empathy and open-
mindedness, where she could help 
children find the humor even in difficult 
situations. Moving to Wayside was a 
dramatic change for her, and she 
enjoyed her decades of work at that 
school. 

Barbara brought the magic of teaching 
to bear on any topic. She had her 
students do rock shows, but not of the 
musical kind, tricking them into learning 
geology, geography, and history as part 
of their preparations. The shows built an 
interest in science not only in her own 
students, but also in those who attended 
the shows.  

Barbara loved how teachers could see 
the results of their work years later. 
Although some of her students still know 
their rock types and formations from her 
classes, she says what students recall of 
their early schooling is often not the 
academics but other things which had a 
lasting impact. She hopes she helped 
create good memories for her students, 
knowing that how she dealt with kids in 
the early grades set the tone for the rest 
of their education. 

Barbara has a surviving son in Stillwater 
whose wife is a teacher, and a daughter 
who works in the Glenpool schools. After 
her retirement in 2002, she did some 
long-term substitute teaching and 
helped with Pinwheels and Popcorn but 
is now enjoying retirement. But she can’t 
hide the twinkle in her eyes that tells you 
she still has some magic up her sleeves. 

The money generated by the Hall of 
Fame induction ceremonies on March 
28, 2019, will help fund the Bartlesville 
Public School Foundation’s programs. 
Barbara has asked that a $1,000 grant in 
her name go to Wayside Elementary. 

  

2019 Hall of Fame Inductee 

Barbara Tunin 
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The outstanding STEM programs at all three 
of the Bartlesville school district's secondary 
schools as well as Tri-County Tech have 
earned each of the schools Distinguished 
School status with Project Lead the Way.  

Bartlesville High School (BHS) is the only 
comprehensive high school in Oklahoma to 
be named a PLTW Distinguished High 
School. The four other state schools to 
receive that honor are all CareerTech 
centers: Tri-County Tech in Bartlesville and 
technology centers in Drumright, Norman, 
and Stillwater. 

Both Central and Madison Middle Schools 
were again named Distinguished Schools for 
2018-19 in the PLTW Gateway to Technology 
program. They earned the same distinction 
in 2017-18 and were two of only four state 
middle schools to receive the honor for 2018-
19. The other state schools earning the 
recognition are a private school in Lawton 
and Blackwell Middle School. 

Computer Science at BHS 
The high school's Computer Science program 
earned Distinguished School status because: 

• it offers at least three PLTW 
courses: BHS has four PLTW 
Computer Science courses 

• of the students who participate in 
PLTW Computer Science, at least 
33% took two or more PLTW 
courses during their high school 
tenure 

70% or more of students earned a Proficient 
or higher on PLTW End-of-Course 
Assessments in Computer Science 

Jeremy Hanks teaches Computer Science 
Essentials, AP Computer Science Principles, 
AP Computer Science A, and is piloting a 
Cybersecurity course for PLTW at BHS. Josh 
Wolfe also teaches Computer Science 
Essentials at BHS. 

Pre-Engineering at BHS and Tri-County 
Tech 
In partnership with Tri-County Tech, 
Bartlesville High School also offers two Pre-
Engineering courses in its Phillips 66 
Innovation Labs, taught by BHS teacher 
David Ayres. His students then have the 
option of taking additional courses in that 
field at Tri-County Tech. 

Advanced Math Applications and Science 
Research 
Bartlesville High School also offers STEM 
courses outside of PLTW. Advanced Math 
Applications is currently taught by Warren 
Neff, who was a State Teacher of the Year 
Finalist. Betty Henderson, another State 
Teacher of the Year Finalist and member of 
the State Science Fair Hall of Fame, offers a 
Science Research course at BHS available to 
juniors and seniors. 

Middle School Gateway to Technology 
Programs 
For two consecutive years, both Central and 
Madison middle schools have been named 
PLTW Distinguished Schools because they: 

• offer PLTW Gateway units at 6th, 
7th, and 8th grades 

• have at least 50% of the student 
body participating 

• have at least 25% of the students 
advancing to high school 
participate in two or more units 
during their middle school tenure 

Rachel Hough and Shannon McKinney teach 
the PLTW Gateway STEM courses at 
Madison Middle School. Shannon is a PLTW 
Master Teacher and also chairs the district's 
STEM department. Darin Messerli and Lolly 
Williams teach the PLTW Gateway STEM 
courses at Central Middle School, and 
Central hosted a robotics tournament this 
year. Students at Madison and Central take 
their Gateway courses in the Phillips 66 
Innovation Labs at each middle school. 

Elementary School STEM Program 
All of the students in kindergarten through 
fifth grade at each of the district's six 
elementary schools are completing two 
PLTW Launch STEM modules this year: one 
in computer science and another in 
biomedicine or engineering. The Bartlesville 
Public Schools Foundation, in conjunction 
with ConocoPhillips, ABB, and other 
sponsors, has funded the elementary STEM 
program. The Foundation is currently raising 
a final $100,000 in funds to provide two more 
modules for all kindergarten through fifth-
grade classrooms to be implemented in 
2019-20 and 2020-21, focused on 
engineering topics.  

Over 4,000 of the almost 6,000 students in 
the Bartlesville Public Schools are 
completing specialized STEM modules or 
courses in addition to the traditional subjects 
in science and math. The district's strong 
performance in STEM is why Project Lead 
the Way asked it to host a PLTW Showcase 
for 80 state school leaders in February.  

The Project Lead the Way programs help 
students develop STEM knowledge along 
with in-demand, transportable skills they will 
use for a lifetime on any career path they 
pursue. The middle school PLTW Gateway 
programs empower students to lead their 
own discovery and uncover a range of paths 
and possibilities they can pursue in high 
school and beyond. 

BHS, Central, and Madison named 
Distinguished Schools by PLTW 
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Bartlesville High School seniors Margaret 
Drummond and Liza Williams have been 
named Academic All-Staters by the 
Oklahoma Foundation for Excellence. They 
are among 100 top public high school 
seniors, selected from 535 nominations 
statewide, who hail from 83 schools in 75 
Oklahoma school districts. 

Margaret Drummond is the daughter of 
Vanessa and Ford Drummond. She is a leader 
in the Spanish Club, Interact Club, and 
member of the Honor Society, Fench Club, 
Environmental Club, and will be paging for 
Oklahoma Representative Fincher this April. 
Margaret has long been a varsity and state 
6A team runner for cross-country and placed 
twice in the regionals for the U.S. Chemistry 
Olympiad and earned several past science 
fair awards. She plans to attend the 
University of Pennsylvania, majoring in 
International Relations with a minor in 
Spanish or Economics.

 

Liza Williams is the 
daughter of Stevie and 
John Williams. She was 
the 2018 Team Captain in 
Varsity Girls Cross 
Country and is the 
President of the Spanish 
Club, Founder and 
President of the 
Environmental Club, and 
involved in Varsity Track, the National Honor 
Society, and the Chemistry Olympiad.  She 
represented Oklahoma in the 2017 National 
Stockholm Junior Water Prize competition. 
Liza is doing a senior year internship at 
ConocoPhillips. In her spare time, she is a 
waitress at Bartlesville’s Szechuan Chinese 
Restaurant and a lector at St. James Church. 
Liza was recently named a National Merit 
Finalist, is an AP Scholar with Distinction, 
and was a Bartlesville Examiner-
Enterprise/Patriot Student of the Month and 
E-E Athlete of the Week. Liza intends to 
major in Chemical Engineering with an 
environmental concentration and might 
double-major or pursue a minor in Spanish.

The 2019 Academic All-State Class is the 33rd 
to be selected by the Oklahoma Foundation 
for Excellence.  Since the award program’s 
inception in 1987, the foundation has 
awarded more than $4.7 million in merit-
based scholarships and awards. 

Each of this year’s All-Staters will receive a 
$1,000 merit-based scholarship and a 
medallion. The All-Staters will be recognized 
at the foundation’s 33rd annual Academic 
Awards Banquet on Saturday, May 18, at a 
banquet at the Renaissance Tulsa 
Convention Center that will later be televised 
statewide on OETA. 

  

THE BRUIN NEWSLETTER 

Visit our website at www.bps-ok.org 

The Bruin is now only published for special occasions by 
Granger Meador 
Exec. Dir. of Technology & Communications 
Education Service Center 
1100 SW Jennings Ave 
Bartlesville, OK 74003-4730 
GMeador@bps-ok.org 

Since The Bruin is now only published for special occasions, you 
are urged to use the Delivery by email link on the district 
homepage at bps-ok.org to subscribe to email deliveries of 
newsfeed articles as they are published.  

Drummond & Williams 
named Academic All-
Staters 

http://www.bps-ok.org/
mailto:GMeador@bps-ok.org
http://eepurl.com/bWvnjD
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Central's John Alexander Ortiz and 
Madison's Jacob Duhon are not only 
their schools' champions in the annual 
Geography Bee, but they each made it 
into the top 100 for Oklahoma and will 
compete in the 2019 National 
Geographic GeoBee Oklahoma State 
Competition in Norman on March 29, 
2019. 

That is the second level of the National 
Geographic GeoBee competition, which 
is now in its 31st year. School GeoBees 
were held in schools with fourth- 
through eighth-grade students 
throughout the state, including Central 
and Madison Middle Schools in 
Bartlesville, to determine each school 
champion. School champions then took 
an online qualifying test, which they 
submitted to the National Geographic 
Society. The National Geographic 
Society has invited up to 100 of the top-

scoring students 
in each of the 50 
states, the District 
of Columbia, 
Department of 
Defense 
Dependents 
Schools and U.S. 
territories to 
compete in the 
State GeoBees. 

This year, National Geographic 
increased the prize money for all State 
GeoBees. State champions will receive a 
medal, $1,000 in cash, and other prizes, 
as well as a trip to Washington, D.C., to 
represent their state in the National 
Championship to be held at National 
Geographic Society headquarters, May 

19-22, 2019. Students that come in 
second and third place will receive cash 
awards of $300 and $100, respectively. 

Each State Champion will advance to 
the National Championship and 
compete for cash awards and college 
scholarships.

Congratulations to the Bartlesville High 
School varsity pom team which recently 
competed at the National Dance Association 
National competition in Orlando.  The poms 
placed second in large varsity Pom, 
fourteenth in large varsity Hip Hop and won a 
Technical Excellence Award for their pom 
technique. 

The Pom and Hip Hop routines were 
choreographed by varsity pom coach 
Stephanie Stewart. This is her 9th year of 
coaching Bartlesville varsity pom, and she 
has made Bartlesville a powerhouse in the 
pom/dance world with her creative routines 
and themes. Each year the team learns the 
new routines early in the school year and 
spends over 10 hours each week perfecting 

them along with working 
on technical skills. As the 
season comes to a close, 
six seniors are recognized 
for leading the team 
throughout the year: Kat 
Clary, Mika Gillman, Kelsi 
Graves, Gillian Guise, Cassie 
Harding, and Jadyn Keeler. 

You can come out and watch all the 
pom routines at the Pom Spring 
Show on Saturday, March 30 at 
6:00 p.m. in the Fine Arts Center at 
Bartlesville High School.  Admission 
is $7.00. 

  

Ortiz & Duhon advance 
to state GeoBee 

Pom take 2nd in large 
varsity pom at nationals 

https://sites.google.com/site/oklahomastatebee/
https://sites.google.com/site/oklahomastatebee/
https://sites.google.com/site/oklahomastatebee/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/student-experiences/geobee/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/student-experiences/geobee/
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Beginning in August 2019, 
Bartlesville will begin offering 
agricultural education courses at 
the middle schools and high school. 
The Board of Education named 
Marty Jones as a new agriculture 
teacher at its meeting on March 11, 
2019. 

The district's 2020 Strategic 
Plan includes a Community 
Partnerships component. That led 
to a districtwide staff survey in the 
2017-18 academic year for "Big 
Dreams" about programs and 
offerings the district might 
implement with community 
partners. Courtney Gagan, an 
English teacher at Madison Middle 
School who is the district's 2019 
Teacher of the Year, 
suggested a Future Farmers of 
America (FFA) program.  

The district determined that almost 
all of the state's districts with Class 
6A schools offer agriculture 
education. District administrators 
Matt Hancock and Dr. Stephanie 
Curtis formed a committee to 
research state and area agriculture 
education programs and seek 
community partners to assist with 
implementation. Committee 
members toured programs in 
Owasso and Jenks and just up the 
road in Dewey. 

Hancock and Curtis have presented 
to the groups such as Washington 
County CattleWomen and the 
Bartlesville Public Schools 
Foundation's Board of 
Trustees. Community partners are 
stepping up to assist. Trevor Dorsey 
and Regent Bank have contributed 

$10,000 to purchase a 
trailer for a Future 
Farmers of America 
program. The Barry W. 
Lowe & Karen Sue Lowe 
Education Foundation 

has contributed $3,000 to purchase 
middle school and high school 
agriculture curricula for 2019-20. 

The district has identified a spot at 
Bartlesville High School for a 
classroom/shop building for the 
new program. It is likely that in 
August 2019 voters will consider a 
bond issue that will include funding 
for the construction of that facility 
at the south end of the parking lot 
near the Bruin Activity Center 
indoor practice facility. It would not 
be an animal barn but would 
provide classroom and shop space. 

The state's CareerTech Agricultural 
Education Division administers 
offerings in 362 high schools to 
prepare students for careers in 
production agriculture, 
agribusiness, and other emerging 
agricultural-related 
occupations.  Programs may 
include offerings in: 

• Agricultural 
Communications 

• Agribusiness and 
Management 

• Agricultural Power, 
Structures, and Technology 

• Animal Science 
• Food Products and 

Processing 
• Natural Resources and 

Environmental Science 
• Plant and Soil Science 

Hiring an agriculture teacher has 
been identified as one of the 
district's 2019-2020 Budget 
Priorities. The district's program will 
commence by offering an 

introductory class at each middle 
school and an Introduction to 
Agriscience course at the high 
school in 2019-2020. The instructor 
will help identify which curricular 
offerings best suit the needs of 
Bartlesville students. It is projected 
that the program might eventually 
grow to require two agriculture 
instructors. 

The Board of Education will 
consider hiring Marty Jones as the 
initial instructor. An Oklahoma 
native, Jones earned a BS in 
Agricultural Education from 
Oklahoma State University and was 
named the Outstanding Senior by 
the OSU Alumni Association and 
crowned Homecoming King. He has 
taught agriculture at Elgin and 
Guthrie high schools. During his five 
years of teaching agriculture, his 
students have done well at the 
national FFA convention, and he 
has advised FFA degree recipients, 
trained students who qualified for 
district and state competition in 
speech and spearheaded a variety 
of other program achievements. 

 

 

Agriculture teacher 
hired 

https://sites.google.com/a/bps-ok.org/website/home/district/strategic-plan
https://sites.google.com/a/bps-ok.org/website/home/district/strategic-plan
https://sites.google.com/a/bps-ok.org/website/home/news/courtneygaganis2019districtteacheroftheyearotherhonorsannounced
https://sites.google.com/a/bps-ok.org/website/home/news/courtneygaganis2019districtteacheroftheyearotherhonorsannounced
https://www.ffa.org/
https://www.ffa.org/
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=1985207728168017&id=1979100168778773&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBJlsiYaDTN0JSYoZC16K4klHbaZg4t1KQig8e7NTVpDrTTUzI6ExmfyJgLfqmMZDIOGRVyUNevMqhYBxVMPA5PsKWqTbk1mUwROOUM1JqFEAQofQd1aNuZ8J1pp3wPr7eE2VEuaf6mRxJ6GllaTdkKHSItvhtM7dQGi56RLlD03GqRsk-Y164gU-4diNy2SfAfaSL0yg41W8S0d-1JJnabWjcay2JkqTG3UZAOJ5kYffXrtRt3UTSXUL6nAiByeuu55stGHBM5wX34JZkzAET8fY9Ute7ASdhNr5qBHxFhxfEPUHob7QU-xIudf-uFxuCun0nS39DTzuL6ghOE4xZbKHJC&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=1985207728168017&id=1979100168778773&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBJlsiYaDTN0JSYoZC16K4klHbaZg4t1KQig8e7NTVpDrTTUzI6ExmfyJgLfqmMZDIOGRVyUNevMqhYBxVMPA5PsKWqTbk1mUwROOUM1JqFEAQofQd1aNuZ8J1pp3wPr7eE2VEuaf6mRxJ6GllaTdkKHSItvhtM7dQGi56RLlD03GqRsk-Y164gU-4diNy2SfAfaSL0yg41W8S0d-1JJnabWjcay2JkqTG3UZAOJ5kYffXrtRt3UTSXUL6nAiByeuu55stGHBM5wX34JZkzAET8fY9Ute7ASdhNr5qBHxFhxfEPUHob7QU-xIudf-uFxuCun0nS39DTzuL6ghOE4xZbKHJC&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/1979100168778773/photos/a.1985207721501351/2023968120958644/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/1979100168778773/photos/a.1985207721501351/1998015123553944/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/1979100168778773/photos/a.1985207721501351/1998015123553944/?type=3&theater
https://sites.google.com/a/bps-ok.org/website/home/district/budget-development/2019-2020budgetpriorities
https://sites.google.com/a/bps-ok.org/website/home/district/budget-development/2019-2020budgetpriorities
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Events Flyers  
 

Event 
Name 

Organization Description Event Start 
Date 

Event End 
Date 

Grade 
Levels 

Flyer Weblink Sponsored 
by BPSD? 

Free & 
Reduced 
Meals 
Applications  

Bartlesville 
Public 
Schools  

Online and paper 
applications  

  All Grade 
Levels  

Free & Reduced 
Meals Flyer 

YES  

Aspiring 
School 
Leaders 

BPSD For area teachers 
interested in 
school 
administration 

3/25/2019 3/25/2019 Adults Aspiring School 
Leaders Flyer 

 

M.A.D. Week 
5K & Fun 
Run 

Bartlesville 
High School 
Student 
Council 

Race/walk to 
raise money for a 
needy family 

3/30/2019 3/30/2019 All ages BHS MAD Week 5K 
Flyer 

YES 

CLICK A THUMBNAIL TO DOWNLOAD THE FLYER 

 

  

 

 

  

Download flyers using the links below or visit www.bps-ok.org and click Event Flyers to access them 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1YOGMPeJ1iwiBpdQsyPs0XzckigIQXRf7
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1YOGMPeJ1iwiBpdQsyPs0XzckigIQXRf7
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-oDCCEnPEuk0-s_oPkOk55FDUMR_8NgO/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-oDCCEnPEuk0-s_oPkOk55FDUMR_8NgO/view
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1nMgiIb_irGTTJpioxVaJh9GcvKdLpnwR
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1nMgiIb_irGTTJpioxVaJh9GcvKdLpnwR
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1YOGMPeJ1iwiBpdQsyPs0XzckigIQXRf7
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1nMgiIb_irGTTJpioxVaJh9GcvKdLpnwR
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-oDCCEnPEuk0-s_oPkOk55FDUMR_8NgO/view
http://www.bps-ok.org/
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3rd Party Events Flyers  
 

THIRD-PARTY FLYERS Bartlesville Public Schools is not sponsoring, endorsing, or recommending the activities 
announced below. Student participation is voluntary and subject to parental approval. 

Event 
Name 

Organization Description Event Start 
Date 

Event End 
Date 

Grade 
Levels 

Flyer Weblink Sponsored 
by BPSD? 

Excursion 
Train Rides 

Friends of 
Locomotive 
No. 940 

Three train rides 
from the 
Bartlesville 
Depot 

March 23, 
2019 

March 23, 
2019 

All Grade 
Levels 

Train Excursion 
Flyer 

NO 

1st Annual 
KickDown 
Fundraiser 

Bartlesville 
Youth & 
Family 
Services 

Kickball games; 
register online 

April 5, 
2019 

April 6, 
2019 

High School 
& Adults 

Kickball 
Tournament Flyer 

NO 

You’ve Been 
Egged! 

Lowe Family 
Young 
Scholars 

Purchase eggs 
filled with candy 
for delivery 

April 15, 
2109 

April 15, 
2019 

 Lowe Family 
Young Scholars 
Egged Flyer 

NO 

CLICK A THUMBNAIL TO DOWNLOAD THE FLYER 

   

 

 

 

Download flyers using the links below or visit www.bps-ok.org and click 
Event Flyers to access them 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ubQrwsNhC-6oV8D3SnoalOSdjnGqsesK
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ubQrwsNhC-6oV8D3SnoalOSdjnGqsesK
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TC_KzMb6hCrDHuS_B5DYYYn487HhOVTt/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TC_KzMb6hCrDHuS_B5DYYYn487HhOVTt/view
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1tncyy-a9WKn4ILBjsBdqI3XEoBxyPo31
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1tncyy-a9WKn4ILBjsBdqI3XEoBxyPo31
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1tncyy-a9WKn4ILBjsBdqI3XEoBxyPo31
https://drive.google.com/a/bps-ok.org/file/d/1TC_KzMb6hCrDHuS_B5DYYYn487HhOVTt/view?usp=drive_web
https://drive.google.com/a/bps-ok.org/file/d/1tncyy-a9WKn4ILBjsBdqI3XEoBxyPo31/view?usp=drive_web
http://www.bps-ok.org/
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