
8th Grade Accelerated Summer Reading Madison Middle School 
 

Body Biography for Jack London’s The Call of the Wild 
Mrs. Childress (childressjm@bps-ok.org) and Mr. Hughes (hughessl@bps-ok.org) 

 
Character Name: _________________________________ 
 
What is a “body biography?” It is a visual and written portrait illustrating several aspects of 
the character's life within the literary work. 
 
Directions: You will create a visual and written “portrait” for a given character by choosing the 
best way to visually represent the following aspects of the character symbolically.  You may 
draw, paint, use magazines, stickers, and/or digital illustrations. The visual portrait must be 
completed in color. 
 
1.       The Heart: Where should it be placed to best represent what this character loves most? 
What should it look like and what shape, color, pictures, or symbols should be included in it? If 
the character's love changes, students should find a way to represent this visually. 
2.       The Head: What conflicts does the character have to overcome? The head should reflect the 
way the character approaches and solves conflicts during the course of the novel. 
3.       The Backbone: This should be represented in a way that visually conveys what motivates 
the character most. 
4.       The Hands: What does the character hold in her or his hands? Items that are associated 
with the character either literally or figuratively should be included. 
5.       The Feet: On what is the character standing? This should be a symbolic representation of 
the character’s most fundamental beliefs about life. 
6.       The Background: You should create some elements that suggest the character's 
environment, background, and conflict. 
7.       Narration: Near the character's head, you should place two passages from the text that 
represent the character and add to an understanding of the character; be sure use direct 
quotes and parenthetical documentation. 
8.       Explanations: ON A SEPARATE DOCUMENT, type a detailed, MLA formatted description and 
explanation for each of the six symbols and both quotations (see a PARTIAL sample on the 
following pages). The paper should be written in 3rd person, size 12, Times New Roman font, 
and double spaced. Each explanation must be at least three detailed complete sentences. 
9.       MLA Bibliography Entry (Please place this information in the bottom right corner of your 
project!):  Author's last name, First name. Book Title. Publisher, copyright date. 
  
  
  
 
  

mailto:childressjm@bps-ok.org


  
  
  
Rubric: Student must turn in this rubric with his or her project. Failure to do so will result in an 
automatic ten point deduction. 
  

Components  Points  Points Earned 

1. Heart  5   

2. Backbone  5   

3. Head  5   

4. Hands  5   

5. Feet  5   

6. Background  5   

7. (Narration) Direct 
Quotations (MLA style) 

2 @ 5 pts each   

8. Explanations  40   

9. MLA Bibliography Entry  10   

Do you care? Is it color? Typed 
or neatly written in pen? 

10   

Total Points  100   

  
Teacher Comments: 
  
  
  
Due Date: All projects are due on the first day of school. Failure to turn in a 
completed or passing project will result in an immediate recommendation 
for placement in a traditional English class. No late projects will be 
accepted. Accelerated English students are expected to carry a B average 
in class. 
  



 Student Name 
 
Mrs. Childress or Mr. Hughes 

 

Accelerated English 

17 August 2019 

                                                      Tennyson Body Biography Explanations (PARTIAL EXAMPLE) 

Character Name: Tennyson 

Heart: The family unit is what Tennyson loves most. She wants her family to be all together again. 

The silhouette of her family is placed over the character’s heart because having her family complete 

and whole is what Tennyson desires more than anything. 

Brain: The conflict Tennyson struggles with is the fact that her mother is never coming home, and 

she has to grow up. The picture of a girl and her shadow represent Tennyson’s struggle to find inner 

strength. Without the internal conflict, Tennyson’s character would have never developed. 

Backbone: Tennyson’s backbone is her mother, Sadie. Her mother is the reason she writes. 

Tennyson writes for Sophisticate (her mother’s favorite magazine) hoping that her mother will 

come home when she reads Tennyson’s articles. 

Continue with explanations…. 
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