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Course Selections 
 
All sixth grade students will be enrolled in a six 
hour day.  Four hours will be required core 
classes (Math, English, Western Hemisphere & 
Science).  Two hours will be elective classes.  
Students and their parents should carefully 
consider the curriculum offerings prior to 
determining course selection. The counselor will 
assist students and parents in pre-enrollment 
and in planning for the future.   Consideration 
should be given to prior successes as well as 
special interests and aptitudes.   Your child’s 
instructional team will consist of the four core 
teachers, a counselor, and an administrator.   

Schedule Changes 
 
The class schedule for the 2017-2018 will be         
constructed to fit the needs indicated by spring       
pre-enrollment. Students will be given a one 
week window to change classes at the beginning 
of each  quarter.  Schedules will not be changed 
after the   window has closed.  

Special Programs 
 
Title 1 Reading classes are offered for students who 
require additional support mastering grade level 
reading objectives.  These students will receive 
extensive hands on applications to enhance their 
reading/spelling skills.  
 
Gifted education is provided through enrollment in          
Advanced courses. 

Advanced Classes 
 
Sixth graders have the opportunity to be considered 
for advanced classes in Math.  Advanced classes are 
open to a student who feel he/she is capable of 
handling a more rigorous workload. Students who 
have excelled academically are encouraged to 
consider advanced classes.  Self motivated and 
independent learners who are excited about 
challenging tasks and ideas in a subject area will 
succeed in these classes.  Typically these classes 
move at a faster pace and require an increased time 
commitment to homework and study. Teacher 
recommendation is not mandatory for students to take 
advanced classes; however, we do find the teachers’ 
input to be very valuable.  A student who signs up for 
an advanced course but do not meet the minimum 
grade criteria will have his/her schedule changed.   

Elective Classes 
 
Students will enroll in two hours of elective 
classes. Each student may choose at least one 
full year elective of Choir, Orchestra, or Band. 
Students may then choose one more full year 
elective or a rotation of electives which include 
the following classes: Physical Education, 
Spanish, Art, Gateway, Computer Applications, 
STEM (Automation and Robotics) and Music 
which will rotate every 9 weeks. Sixth grade 
elective classes are exploratory in nature and are 
designed to give students an idea of which   
elective classes might be a fit for them as they 
move through Bartlesville Public Schools.  

Counselors 
 
We are excited about having your student at Central 
Middle  School and look forward to a successful year.  
We want to offer our support and guidance as you 
prepare your child’s enrollment form.  Central  Middle 
School counselors are available to answer any 
questions you might have regarding course selections 
or the enrollment process. 

 
Allison Ebert and Jane Sears. (918-336-9302) 
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Traditional Math:  
 
The sixth grade math curriculum includes the 
following: rational numbers, decimals, fractions, ratios, 
percent, measurement, geometry, integers, 
probability, data and an introduction to algebraic 
reasoning and basic algebra. By continuing to deepen 
math knowledge in these areas, students should learn 
to value mathematics, become confident in their own 
math reasoning ability, and become math problem 
solvers. 

Science:  
 
Students study physical science while 
participating in a unique hands-on approach 
providing the basic knowledge of science as it 
relates to everyday experiences. This program is 
also designed to provide science inquiry skills 
such as identifying, measuring, inferring, 
hypothesizing, interpreting, and predicting. The 
content will cover the scientific method, 
 graphing, properties of matter, basic chemistry, 
Newton’s Laws, forms of energy, energy transfer, 
gravitational forces, magnetic forces, and 
conservation of mass and energy in a 
developmentally appropriate setting.     

Western Hemisphere Geography:  
 
World Geography is the study of the earth’s surface 
and the processes that shape it, the relationships 
between people and environments, and the 
connections between people and places.  Students 
will use this geographic knowledge as a tool for 
understanding the concepts of economics and the 
impact of recent history on contemporary events. 
Students will focus on spatial patterns of human and 
physical characteristics of the world and its peoples, 
and will explore how these patterns form, change over 
time, and relate to one another in the Western 
Hemisphere. 

Traditional English/Language Arts:  
 
This course will be a combination of reading 
instruction and enhancement of grammar skills 
learned at the elementary level.  The purpose is 
to develop communication skills through 
instruction in oral and written communication, 
spelling, grammar, and mechanics, research 
study skills, vocabulary and reading 
comprehension. 

Advanced Math (Honors):  
 
Sixth Grade Advanced Math Classes are comprised of students who have mastered elementary arithmetic, 
and are ready to advance in math.  This course prepares students to enroll in Pre-Algebra in 7th grade or 
possibly Algebra in 7th grade.  Using a 7th grade textbook the advanced math class covers 7th grade math 
concepts needed to prepare students for pre-algebra and 6th grade math concepts taught at an accelerated 
rate.  These students will be held to a high accountability with their behavior, responsibility, and grades.  If a 
student elects to enroll in Advanced Math they are expected to maintain a certain grade point average.  If 
students’ grades drop below a B average we reserve the right to make decisions about their math 
placement. 
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Math Sequence / School Testing 

Test Grade Date Delivery Other Info 

Writing 8th  April Computer  

Reading 6, 7, and 8th April Computer  

Mathematics 6, 7, and 8th April Computer Calculator  Permitted 

Science 8th April Computer Calculator  Permitted 

Middle School Testing Information: 



Band: 
 
Be Part of the Band! 6th Grade beginning band is offered to any middle school student who wishes to learn 
to play a band instrument. Students may choose to enroll in one of 5 separate classes: Flute, Clarinet, 
Trumpet, Trombone, or Percussion. During the spring of our students’ 5th grade year, the Bartlesville Band 
staff visits all of the district elementary schools to give students an opportunity to explore all of the 
beginning band instruments and choose the instrument they were born to play. If your student did not get a 
chance to pick an instrument, they will all receive an opportunity during the first few days of school. 
 
No previous music instruction is required to join band! We will teach you everything you need to know to 
play in the band. Start your exciting journey in 6th grade band as we learn performance skills suited to your 
instrument in individualized classes. 
 
About halfway through the school year, switches to specialty wind instruments are explored. Students 
interested in Oboe, Bassoon, Alto Saxophone, French Horn, Euphonium, or Tuba should plan on starting in 
one of the Flute, Clarinet, Trumpet, or Trombone classes.  
 
Have a blast learning about introductory music concepts, tone production, instrument care, ear training, and 
ensemble performance. The 6th grade band performs 2-3 times throughout the school year with extra-
curricular activities available, such as Solo and Ensemble Contest and summer band camps. 

Orchestra: 
 
Sixth grade orchestra is beginning string students.  Students may choose the instruments they wish to play 
from the symphonic string family.  These instruments are violin, viola, cello and bass violin. Students will 
learn basic music skills unique to string instruments such as counting methods, notes on four strings, basic 
fingerings for their instruments, and basic bowing.  Sixth grade orchestra students play in three concerts at 
Central and BHS and compete in the spring Heartland Music Festival followed by an afternoon at Frontier 
City Theme Park.   

Choir: 
 
Choir is a class designed to help students improve their singing technique including posture, breathing, 
diction, blend, harmony, and tone production.  Class instruction stresses the study of all classifications of 
choral literature.  Attendance at public performances outside of class time is required as part of the class 
assignment.  There are approximately three required evening performances as well as participation in one 
choir contest.    
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Full Year Courses 
(Students  may choose 1 or 2) 



Physical Education: 
 

Sixth grade students will 
participate in physical activities and 
health classes throughout the 
semester.  Physical activities will 
include life long sports/activities, 
team sports, and personal fitness.  
Students will learn to take 
responsibility for their own health 
through a variety of class activities.  
Students will learn about nutrition, 
substance abuse, making positive 
health choices, and other health 
related issues.  Students will be 
required to dress out as this 
promotes positive personal 
hygiene. 

 Music: 

 

This quarterly class is a study of 
the history of music from the 
Medieval Period through modern 
music.  The course is designed 
to introduce students to a variety 
of music throughout history along 
with the basic fundamentals of 
music.  The materials 
concentrate on the composers, 
instruments, forms and cultural 
elements of each period.    

Gateway: 
 
Gateway is an activity-oriented 
middle school curriculum—a 
program designed to help students 
in grades six through eight explore 
math, science, and technology. 
There are five independent, nine-
week units; schools are expected 
to offer a minimum of two units, 
Design and Modeling™ and 
Automation and Robotics™. Most 
schools elect to offer four or more 
of the following: 
 

 Design and Modeling™ 

 The Magic of Electrons™ 

 The Science of Technology™ 

 Automation and Robotics™ 

 Flight and Space™ 

Art: 
 
Emphasis is on learning and 
applying the Elements of Art and 
the Principles of Design to both 
two dimensional and three 
dimensional art projects. 
Drawing, shading, color mixing 
and painting, oil pastels, and 
watercolors are explored with 
proper technique stressed. The 
class objectives are derived from 
the state pass objects.  An Art 
supply list is provided and 
suggested for purchase.  

Computer Application: 
 
This is a project-based class.  This 
class begins with computer safety 
and internet skills. The main 
emphasis in this class is learning 
the basics of word-processing and 
presentation programs.  Students 
will also practice keyboarding 
skills. 

Spanish: 
 
Students will explore vocabulary 
themes such as food, colors, 
numbers, weather and school to 
enable them to begin basic 
communication.  They will play lots 
of games to reinforce the 
vocabulary they are learning and 
participate in cultural activities, 
music and art appreciation.   
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9-Week Courses 
(Enrollment is dependent on class size) 

STEM (Automation & Robotics): 
 
Students learn about the history and impact of automation and robotics as they explore mechanical systems, 
energy transfer, machine automation, and computer control systems. Using the VEX Robotics® platform, 
students apply what they know to design and program traffic lights, robotic arms, and more. 



Required Classes: 

 Western Hemisphere 
 

 Science 
 

 English 

Additional Required: 

 Math 

or 

 Honors Math 

 

Fine Arts: (1 Year) 

 Band 
  Trombone 

  Flute 

  Trumpet 

  Clarinet 

      Percussion 
 

 Orchestra 

 Choir 

Revolving: (9 Week) 

 Physical Education 

 Spanish 

 Art 

 STEM (Automation & 

Robotics) 

 Computer Apps 

 Gateway  

 Music 

Science 

World History 

6TH GRADE 

COURSE SELECTION WORKSHEET 
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SY 2017-2018 

X 

X 

X 

Student Name: 

If you are taking Band, Orchestra, or 

Choir you will also choose 4 of the      

revolving electives listed. 
 

 

If you are not taking Band, Orchestra, 

or Choir then you will take all the re-

volving electives listed below in random 

order.  


