
 
 

AP English Literature and Composition--Seniors 
Summer Reading Assignment for Fall 2018 

 
Welcome to AP English for your senior year at Bartlesville 

High School! Incoming AP English Literature and Composition students are required to read 
and analyze an assigned text in preparation for the class and the AP exam. One essay in the 
Free Response section of the exam demands that students taking the exam have familiarity 
with a wide body of literary works from which they can draw when writing the essay. The 
primary goal for the summer reading, however, is to provide you with the opportunity to 
interact and reflect on texts that will engage you and challenge your thinking.  
 

Read one of the following novels:  
 

Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison (an Oklahoma City native); this contains graphic depictions.  
Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte.  
Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey; This novel contains explicit language.  
  

Assignment 
Essentially, literature is the study of the human condition. The list below offers a sampling of 
aspects that play a significant role in humanity.  Choose a topic off the list or select a topic of 
your own. In a 2-3 page analytical essay, analyze what point the characters, plot, setting, and 
devices of the novel make about the topic. Work to state an original position and defend your 
assertions using ample evidence from the text; avoid merely summarizing the plot. Using 
your voice to argue is the key to this assignment. You do not need outside sources for this 
assignment, but if you consult any, please provide a works consulted list.  
 

• Control 
• Relationships 
• Gender roles 
• Forgiveness 
• Self-Reliance 
• Justice 
• Love 

• Perception 
• Leadership 
• Equity 
• Equilibrium 
• Friendship 
• Morality 

• Appearance vs. 
reality 

• Expectation vs. 
reality 

• Innocence vs. 
Experience 

 
 
 
 
 
*** Please see Mrs. Ward in room 216 if you need to borrow a 
copy of one of the summer reading novels.  
 

Reading and Essays are due Thursday, August 26, 2018 


