
AP English Language and Composition -- Juniors 
2018 Summer Reading Assignment 

 
Dear Students, 
 

Let me commend you on your decision to take AP English Language and Composition.  This course 
challenges students with the rigor and relevance suitable to a college-level course and requires students to take 
responsibility for their educational goals.  I hope you will find this course a rewarding experience.   
 

Note that the title of the course focuses on the usage of language in written form.  Students in AP Lang 
will analyze how authors use language and rhetorical devices for meaning and purpose.  While we will do some 
reading in and out of class to analyze the writing style of published authors, a major focus will be developing 
your own mature writing styles through written compositions.  Throughout this year, we will write numerous in-
class and out-of-class essays and strive to develop strong and effective communication skills.   
 

A major focus of this course is to analyze, take apart, examine closely, and point out the details of 
language in nonfiction works such as autobiographies, biographies, memoirs, personal narratives, speeches, 
essays and editorials.  To that end, the summer reading assignment is given to not only encourage independent 
reading and thinking but also give depth to your exposure to non-fiction writing and broaden your world view.   
 

Read Long Walk to Freedom written by Nelson Mandela.  Start reading early and finish reading the 
autobiography before school starts.  Suggested reading activities are provided below.  These activities will not 
be collected or graded; however, you may use any notes you create as a resource during the in-class essay.  All 
students will write an in-class essay during the first week of school.  The essay will give you an opportunity to 
demonstrate reading comprehension and writing skills and to show your commitment to actively participating in 
an advanced placement course at BHS. 
 
I look forward to working with you in AP Language next year.  Have a great summer! 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Mrs. Hendrix 

 
Boost reading comprehension by actively reading text.  Suggested reading activities include: 
 

1. Select passages from the autobiography to read closely and annotate. 
2. Use a dictionary to define unknown words. 
3. Look for language which clarifies or emphasizes the author’s key points. 
4. Think about how the language works in the passage to connect author-subject-audience. 
5. Look for words which contribute to the author’s tone in the passage. 
6. Look for appeals to ethos, pathos, and logos. 
7. Look for analogies, imagery, repetition, and sentence structures which contribute to the author’s 

meaning, purpose, and style. 
8. Look closely at author’s word choice – How do the connotations of the words contribute to the meaning 

of the passage? 
9. Restate the main ideas.  What is the author saying?   
10. What is the author’s message in this passage, and how do you know? How does this passage contribute 

to the overall message(s) in the book? 
 

 
 


