
Welcome to the 2017 annual reorganization meeting, which marks 

the beginning of a new year for our municipal government.  I would 

like to offer a special welcome to some esteemed members of our 

audience who include past Boonton Alderman Keezer and Morris 

County Freeholders Deborah Smith, Douglas Cabana and Christine 

Myers.  We also enjoy the distinguished honor of having Boonton's 

own Jim Gannon, the new Sheriff of Morris County and 

Assemblyman Bucco with us today.  Thank you all for coming. 

 

Also, before I officially welcome the 2017 of Board of Aldermen, I 

did want to extend my thanks to the 2016 board.  You were 

welcoming, supportive, and while we may not have agreed on 

everything, we worked with a spirit of cooperation that enabled US 

to accomplish many things and for that I am grateful. Thank you. 

 

Turning to our 2017 Board of Aldermen, I would like to welcome 

one returning member, two previous members, and a new 

member.  Aldermen Scott Miniter returns as Alderman for Ward 3.  

Past Alderman Bobby Tullock joins us as Alderman for Ward 2 and 

past Mayor Cy Wekilsky joins us as Alderman for Ward 1. Our new 



member, Jim Plaisted, joins us as Alderman for Ward 4.  

Gentlemen, a warm welcome and congratulations to you all!  

 

I look forward to working together with the entire board as we 

continue to strive for those things that matter to the residents that 

we represent. I am confident that with your help, the same spirit of 

cooperation shared in 2016 will carry through and move us forward 

in 2017 as the people of Boonton are depending on it.   

 

I was reflecting on how best to describe this past year and wonder 

if any of you recall the now famous episode of "I Love Lucy" that 

finds Lucy and her dear friend Ethel running the conveyor belt at 

the candy factory?  Like the chocolates moving down at a pace 

neither can handle, so it often feels with the various issues that 

arrive at a municipality's door step each day. Never did a day go by 

that was normal, nor was there a week where new issues weren't 

heaped on top of the complex ones we are already dealing with.   

 

Now as a business-person-turned-Mayor, I was amazed at not only 

the pace but also the financial, regulatory and legislative challenges 



municipality's face. However, I was equally excited by the many 

opportunities to bring business-like solutions to government.  I 

think part of our success came from approaching our work with a 

business mentality that enabled us to both address what came 

down the line AND to innovate and bring positive change. 

 

My hats off to the men and women (staff, vendors, volunteers and 

elected officials) who like Ethel, stood side by side this past year to 

not only keep it all running, but also to rise above the fray and bring 

new ideas to fruition.  The results of this hard work have set the 

town on a new proactive path that includes increased efficiencies, 

new business practices, improved communications and the delivery 

of conveniences that residents of a modern age have come to 

expect from government. 

 

Some of the business-like solutions we applied allowed us to deliver 

on commitments we made at this time last year.  Those include 

diagnosing town operations which have been completed in almost 

every department and have already resulted in critical action like; 

providing the needed human resources to our police department, 



renegotiating employment and vendor contracts for increased 

accountability, and the exploration of shared services to reduce 

costs without sacrificing quality. We also moved forward on 

addressing long standing issues like downtown parking,  sidewalk 

conditions, a million dollar main street grant application,  increased 

budgeting and forecasting procedures, more diligent and equitable 

code enforcement practices, commencing an entire code book 

overhaul, and tax stabilization efforts…just to name a few. 

 

Some entirely new ideas that came about include the façade 

renovation at the corner of Myrtle Avenue and Main Street which is 

a great example of a public / private partnership where everyone 

involved benefits.  Another example is the addition of paid 

advertising space in my quarterly newsletter. This type of additional 

revenue can help pay for things like web expenses in 2017, a 

burden normally passed onto taxpayers. 

 

Improved communications was yet another commitment we made.  

The NEWS page on the town website, quarterly open houses, audio 

recordings of town meetings, increased social media content, and 



the quarterly water bill newsletter were just some of the ways we 

created more avenues for transparency.  Appreciating that good 

communication is two-way, we added a report-a-concern function 

to allow for additional venues of public input and we sought your 

opinion on multiple surveys which will continue in 2017 as will the 

new website, a FREE email, text and phone notification system and 

the ability to pay water utility and tax bills conveniently on-line.   

 

As you can tell from just some of the examples mentioned, 2016 

kept us busy.  2017 will do the same as we ensure Boonton remains 

on a proactive path. 

 

As we look ahead, one major change coming in 2017 we will be the 

hiring a new Administrator and CFO, both critical operational 

positions that are currently being filled by Terry McCue, who is 

retiring in May.  Breaking up the role into separate Administrator 

and CFO positions is a big deal for Boonton and one I'm confident 

will allow for continued innovation and improvements. 

 



Terry, I want to just take a moment and thank you for doing both of 

these job simultaneously for many years . . .  missing birthdays, 

anniversaries, Saturday mornings to complete the herculean task of 

these two positions combined.  You made my first year as Mayor a 

positive and productive one.  Thank you for your cooperation and 

that of ALL the employees under your direction. 

 

2017 is also an exciting year for our Town because on March 18th 

Boonton turns 150. Thanks to a committee of volunteers, we will be 

celebrating this historic look back by sharing fun facts, photos and 

other information all year long.  In preparation of our 

Sesquicentennial, I commissioned the design of a logo to 

commemorate Boonton's 150th which I am excited to publicly 

unveil today. 

The "post card" style design honors 

the work of famous Boonton resident 

John Hill.  Did you know that 

Boonton’s own John Hill (for which our 

elementary school is named) 

introduced the bill to congress in 1871 for the use of the modern 



day post card in the United States?  Did you also know that 

Boonton was once called "Booneton Falls" due to our falls being 

one of our greatest natural assets, an example of which is 

prominently featured on the card?   As a sign of our appreciation 

for your attendance today, all of you are receiving a FREE postcard 

that residents and visitors alike will be able to purchase at a 

number of locations in town while supplies last.   I'd like to thank 

Metro Printing of Boonton for printing the cards at no cost, to 

Dianne Gorman for designing the logo at no cost and the 150th 

committee co-chairs Debi Hopkins, Jennifer Gallo, Kelly Miniter, 

Steve Bossen and their committee who will help make our 

Sesquicentennial a year to remember. 

 

And now to another unveiling. A lot has changed in Boonton over 

150 years, but what has always remained is the caring spirit of our 

people.  That spirit is embodied by the men and women who work 

and live in Boonton including our police, firemen, ambulance 

squad, volunteers and people like our 2016 Citizen of the year, 99 

years young Steven Bolcar.  In honor of that same spirit, I am happy 

to report the results of the Town motto contest.   With 



overwhelming support, the winner is "Small Town, Big Heart".  And 

that's what we truly are, a modest 2+ square mile town filled with 

some of the most giving and caring people the world has to offer.   

 

2017 will be a look back but it will also be a look ahead…ahead to 

our bright future.  This year we will refine our Master Plan WITH 

public input.  Together, we will use our new plan as a guide to 

define what Boonton will look like in 5, 50 and another 150 years 

from today. A plan that will ensure we not only develop but 

develop wisely. 

 

To conclude, I am sure of our success, because like Lucy and Ethel, 

we will continue to hold together, despite our differences, and 

allow that caring spirit to guide us towards the bright future that 

even now unfolds around us and our beloved small town with a big 

heart.  

 

Happy New Year to all and may God bless Boonton, USA.  Thank 

you. 


