
Introduction to Theater - THEA 101- Fall 2009  
 
Instructor: Carole Whiteleather   Email:  caroleelaine@cableone.net 
Phone:  208-368-0505    Office Hours: By appointment only 

 
THE DETAILS 

 
TEXTBOOK:   Optional: The Wadsworth Anthology of Drama, Brief Fifth Edition  
 
ATTENDANCE: Students who come to class get better grades. There are no excused 

absences except under the most dire of circumstances. It will be your 
responsibility to obtain missed notes or handouts.  

CLASS WORK: Turn in your work on-time. Late papers will not be accepted and there are 
no make-up tests.  If you do your readings prior to coming to class, it will 
be much more fun and interesting. Remember your extra credit possibilities. 

COMMUNICATION: If you stay involved and in touch, most things have a solution. Please talk to 
me if you are concerned about your grade. Remember, there are no miracles 
available at the “11th hour”.   

CLASS ETIQUETTE: Please arrive on time and let me know if you must leave early. NO 
COMPUTERS OR CELL PHONE USE ALLOWED IN CLASSROOM.   

 
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:  Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Disciplinary action will be 

taken. This includes cheating on exams or plagiarizing. Please refer to Section 
I of your Student Handbook.  

 
THE WORK 

 
• Readings – your syllabus contains reading assignments and plays to read.  You will need to 

take notes in class.  NO COMPUTERS ALLOWED.   
• Two Critical Essays – These cover two university productions.  Each paper must be a 

minimum of 2 to 3 pages in length.  Details TBA.  
• City Report – This is a short, “bullet-form” report on two theaters in one city in the U.S. The 

city will be assigned. The information needs to be gathered through internet search, with 
internet info attached. Details TBA.   

• Three Exams – These will cover classroom lecture information, readings, plays, and videos. 
Test study sheets will be provided. 

• Extra Credit – An extra 25 points can be earned by attending an approved production at a 
local theater and submitting a one page, single spaced, Aesthetic Experience Report. (No 
submissions after December 1st.) Details TBA. 

 
THE GRADING:  1000 TOTAL POSSIBLE POINTS  

  
• Exams = 60% of your grade   3 Exams (200 points each) = 600 points 
       
• Writings = 40% of your grade   City Report   = 100 points 

      Critical Writing #1  = 150 points 
      Critical Writing #2  = 150 points 
            

• Grading breakdown    1000 - 990 = A+  780 – 799 = C+ 
        921 – 989 = A   721 – 779 = C 
        900 – 920 = A-   700 – 720 = C- 
        880 – 899 = B+  680 – 699 = D+ 
         821 – 879 = B   600 – 679 = D 
         800 – 820 = B-  599 – Below = F 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

COURSE OBJECTIVES  

 

1.    Critical thinking/problem solving skills…   “You will learn to…” 

• Apply critical analysis to the experience of theatrical performance 
and dramatic literature; (think outside the box of your own experience.) 

• Develop a basic understanding of the structure of theater and the 
themes that develop in both performance and dramatic literature; 
(understand the process of the creation of the work of theatre.) 

2. Communication skills…   “You will learn to…” 

• Formulate and organize an aesthetic response (emotional reaction) to 
performance and be able to articulate that reaction in both verbal 
and written form; (articulate that response.) 

3. Cultural perspective…   “You will learn to…” 

• Appreciate theatrical performance and dramatic literature within 
diverse social contexts; (think outside your own world.) 

• Identify meaningful connections between theatrical productions and 
plays and the historical contexts in which they emerged throughout 
Western Civilization; (understand the timeline.) 

• Cultivate an awareness of diverse perspectives and values of others 
as presented in a variety of plays and productions; (work on your 
empathy.) 

• Develop an awareness of the ephemeral and communal nature of 
theatre; (understand “zeitgeist” -- the true nature of theatre.) 

4. Breadth of knowledge…   “You will learn to…” 

• Apply methodologies and strategies of inquiry specific to the 
performing arts; (ask the right questions.) 

• Develop a basic understanding of the creative production process in 
theatre; (understand what it takes to put on a play.) 

• Recognize similarities, differences, and the relationships between 
theatre and allied art forms; (where does theatre fit in the arts?) 

 

“It’s all about play.  We start out playing as kids and somewhere along the line 
forget what that is all about. In theater, we read plays, write plays, produce plays 

and cultivate a “sense of play” to gain from the experience.” CW 


