
Access Point
An access point is a device, such as a wireless router, that allows wireless devices to connect to a 
network.

ATA
Stands for "Advanced Technology Attachment." It is a type of disk drive that integrates the drive controller 
directly on the drive itself. Computers can use ATA hard drives without a specific controller to support the 
drive.

Base Station
The term "base station" was first used to refer to the towers you see on the side of the road that relay cell 
phone calls. These stations handle all cellular calls made within their area, receiving information from one 
end of the call and transmitting it to the other.

Blu-ray
Blu-ray is an optical disc format such as CD and DVD. It was developed for recording and playing back 
high-definition (HD) video and for storing large amounts of data.

Boot Disk
a disk that a computer can start up or "boot" from. The most common type of boot disk is an internal hard 
drive, which most computers use to start up from.

Cable Modem
used for connecting to the Internet and is much faster than a typical dial-up modem.

Card Reader
he generic term for an input device that reads flash memory cards. It can be a standalone device that 
connects to a computer via USB or it may be integrated into a computer, printer, or multifunction device.

CD-ROM
a CD that can be read by a computer with an optical drive. The "ROM" part of the term means the data on 
the disc is "read-only," or cannot altered or erased

Clone
software that serves the same purpose as another more mainstream software program. It can also refer 
to electronic devices other than computers that are similar to other electronics

Compact flash
a type of flash memory. Compact flash cards are most commonly used for storing pictures in digital 
cameras, but are also used in devices such as PDAs and portable music players

CPU
Stands for "Central Processing Unit." This is the pretty much the brain of your computer. It processes 
everything from basic instructions to complex functions.

CRT
Stands for "Cathode Ray Tube." CRT is the technology used in traditional computer monitors and 
televisions.

Digital camera
similar to a traditional film-based camera, but it captures images digitally. 
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DIMM
Stands for "Dual In-Line Memory Module." It is a type of computer memory. A DIMM is a small circuit 
board that holds memory chips.

Disk Drive
a device that reads and/or writes data to a disk

Dongle
This is a little hardware device that plugs into the serial or USB port of a computer. Its purpose is to 
ensure that only authorized users can use certain software applications. 

DSL
Stands for "Digital Subscriber Line." It is medium for transferring data over regular phone lines and can be 
used to connect to the Internet.

DVD
Stands for "Digital Versatile Disc." It can also stand for "Digital Video Disc," 

DVI
Stands for "Digital Video Interface." DVI is a video connection standard created by the Digital Display 
Working Group (DDWG). Most DVI ports support both analog and digital displays.

DVR
Stands for "Digital Video Recorder." A DVR is basically a VCR that uses a hard drive instead of video 
tapes. It can be used to record, save, and play back television programs. 

Ethernet
Ethernet is the most common type of connection computers use in a local area network

Expansion Card
A printed circuit board that can be installed in computer to add functionality to it. 

External Hard Drive
typically have one of two interfaces - USB or Firewire. USB hard drives commonly use the USB 2.0 
interface because it supports data transfer rates of up to 480 Mbps. 

Fiber-Optic Cable
Cable made up of super-thin filaments of glass or other transparent materials that can carry beams of 
light.

Firewire
Used to connect devices such as digital video cameras, hard drives, audio interfaces, and MP3 players, 
such as the Apple iPod, to your computer

Flash Drive
A small data storage device that uses flash memory and has a built-in USB connection.

Flash Memory
A type of electrically erasable programmable read-only memory (EEPROM). 

Hard Drive
The hard drive is what stores all your data.
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HDMI
Stands for "High-Definition Multimedia Interface." HDMI is a digital interface for transmitting audio and 
video data in a single cable.

Internal Hard drive
A hard drive that resides inside the computer. 

iPad
A tablet computer developed by Apple. It is smaller than a typical laptop, but significantly larger than the 
average smartphone. The iPad does not include a keyboard or a trackpad, but instead has a touchscreen 
interface, which is used to control the device.

iPhone
A sleek, minimalist design, and differs from other smartphones in its lack of buttons. Most operations on 
the iPhone are performed using the touch screen display

iPod
The iPod is a portable music player developed by Apple Computer. Though it is an Apple product, the 
iPod can be used with both Macs and PCs. 

Jumper
A small metal connector that acts as an on/off switch and is used to alter hardware configurations. A 
jumper is typically made of two wires and a small piece of metal.

Keyboard
Basically a board of keys. Along with the mouse, the keyboard is one of the primary input devices used 
with a computer.

Laptop
Laptops are portable computers that you can take with you and use in different environments.

Laser Printer
A printer that uses a focused beam or light to transfer text and images onto paper.

LCD
Stands for "Liquid Crystal Display." super-thin displays that are used in laptop computer screens and flat 
panel monitors.

MAC Address
Stands for "Media Access Control Address," hardware identification number that uniquely identifies each 
device on a network.

Memory
it usually refers to RAM, or random access memory. When your computer boots up, it loads the operating 
system into its memory, or RAM. 

Memory Module
Another name for a RAM chip. It is often used as a general term used to describe SIMM, DIMM, and SO-
DIMM memory.
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Memory Stick
A type of flash memory developed by Sony. It is used to store data for digital cameras, camcorders, and 
other kinds of electronics.

Modem
communications device that can be either internal or external to your computer. It allows one computer to 
connect another computer and transfer data over telephone lines.

Motherboard
The main circuit board of your computer and is also known as the mainboard or logic board.

Mouse
Along with the keyboard, the mouse is one of the primary input devices used with today's computers.

Optical Drive
In the computer world, however, "optical" refers to lasers, which can "see" and read data on optical discs. 
These discs include CDs and DVDs, which are made up of millions of small bumps and dips

PCI
Stands for "Peripheral Component Interconnect." It is a hardware bus designed by Intel and used in both 
PCs and Macs

Plug and Play
Plug and Play, sometimes, abbreviated PnP, is a catchy phrase used to describe devices that work with a 
computer system as soon as they are connected

Processor
This little chip is the heart of a computer. Also referred to as the "microprocessor," the processor does all 
the computations such as adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing.

RAM
Stands for "Random Access Memory," and is pronounced like the male sheep. RAM is made up of small 
memory chips that form a memory module

ROM
Stands for "Read-Only Memory." Please do not confuse this term with RAM or a hard drive, as many 
people already do. ROM is memory containing hardwired instructions that the computer uses when it 
boots up, before the system software loads.

SATA
Stands for "Serial Advanced Technology Attachment," or "Serial ATA." It is an interface used to connect 
ATA hard drives to a computer's motherboard. SATA transfer rates start at 150MBps, which is significantly 
faster than even the fastest 100MBps ATA/100 drives.

Scanner
An input device that scans documents such as photographs and pages of text. When a document is 
scanned, it is converted into a digital format. This creates an electronic version of the document that can 
be viewed and edited on a computer.

Serial Port
A type of connection on PCs that is used for peripherals such as mice, gaming controllers, modems, and 
older printers.
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Shift Key
A modifier key on the keyboard. Its primary purpose is to capitalize lowercase letters. When the Shift key 
is not being pressed, letters are entered as lowercase by default (unless Caps Lock has been activated)

Solid State (SSD)
Solid state electronic devices are made up of solid components that do not move.

Storage Device
Any type of hardware that stores data. The most common type of storage device, which nearly all 
computers have, is a hard drive.

Tablet
A portable computer that uses a touchscreen as its primary input device.

Toggle Key 
The input from a group of keys on a keyboard between two different input modes. 

Touchscreen
A display that also serves as an input device. Some touchscreens require a proprietary pen for input, 
though most modern touchscreens detect human touch

Trackball
An input device used to enter motion data into computers or other electronic devices

USB
"Universal Serial Bus." USB is the most common type of computer port used in today's computers. It can 
be used to connect keyboards, mice, game controllers, printers, scanners, digital cameras, and 
removable media drives.

VGA
Stands for "Video Graphics Array." It is the standard monitor or display interface used in most PCs. 
Therefore, if a monitor is VGA-compatible, it should work with most new computers.

Video Card
A video card can be used to process the graphics portion of the processing load

Webcam
Typically small cameras that either attach to a user's monitor or sit on a desk. Most webcams connect to 
the computer via USB, though some use a Firewire connection. Webcams typically come with software 
that allows the user to record video or stream the video on the Web. 

Workstation
a place where work gets done. It refers to a computer (and often the surrounding area) that has been 
configured to perform a certain set of tasks, such as photo editing, audio recording, or video production.
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