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Overview
The Pirates of Silicon Valley is the story of two men 
and their companies; Steve Jobs of Apple and Bill 
Gates of Microsoft.
 
The story chronicles their journey from college to the 
business world as they struggle for supremacy in the 
computer industry. Along the way, alliances are 
formed and enemies identified as each company 
vigorously fights to stay one step ahead of the other. 

In the end, bitter rivalries turn into mutually beneficial 
partnerships as both men learn from their mistakes 
and grow wiser with age.



Steve Jobs
• The founder and 

“Face” of Apple 
Computer.

• Driven by a 
determination to 
bring down IBM.

• Has difficulty seeing 
Microsoft as a threat 
until it’s too late.

• Fired from Apple but 
rehired in 1997.



Steve Wozniac
• The co-founder and 

“Brains” behind 
Apple Computer.

• Parted ways with 
Apple in the 
mid-1980s.



Mike Markkula
• Made an initial 

investment of 
$250,000 in Apple 
that helped them 
get off the ground 
financially.



Bill Gates
• Founder and 

President of 
Microsoft.

• Successfully 
negotiated a deal 
with IBM to license 
DOS.

• Created the 
Windows operating 
system which built 
Microsoft’s fortune.



Paul Allen
• Co-founder of 

Microsoft.
• Secured an operating 

system from another 
engineer which 
ended up becoming 
MS-DOS.

• Worked in 
collaboration with Bill 
Gates to produce and 
market Windows.



Steve Ballmer
• Joined Microsoft in 

1980.
• Known for his 

flamboyant and 
“over the top” 
behavior later in his 
career.

• Named the Chief 
Executive Officer of 
Microsoft in 2000.



Microsoft
Primarily a software 
company that 
succeeded by putting 
Windows on personal 
computers.
Copied the Apple 
operating system.

Apple
A hardware and 
software company 
that saw IBM as a 
threat.
Successfully brought 
about the GUI to 
personal computers.

IBM
The biggest computer 
company in the late 
70s and 80s.
Developed the IBM PC 
which used 
Microsoft’s DOS 
operating system.

Xerox
Invented the GUI 
(Graphic User 
Interface) and passed 
on the technology to 
other companies 
including Apple and 
Microsoft.


