
 

5 
STUDENT LEARNING GOALS 

for English/Language Arts 
The student will 
  increase communication skills                                                 develop an appreciation for literature 
  use a variety of resources to prepare presentations                  read fiction, nonfiction, and poetry 
  plan, write, revise, and edit writing                                         read subject area textbooks with understanding 
  write to describe, entertain, explain, and persuade 
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LEARNING/ 
THINKING/ 

STUDY 
SKILLS 

 
Classifying 
Communicating 
  ideas 
Comparing/ 
  contrasting 
Constructing 
  logical sequences 
Distinguishing  
  between fact/ 
  opinion 
Distinguishing 
  between fiction/ 
  nonfiction 
Drawing 
  conclusions 
Following directions 
Formulating 
  questions 
Increasing 
  Vocabulary 
Inferencing 
Listening 
Managing time 
Monitoring/self 
  evaluation 
Observing 
Organizing 
Paraphrasing 
Participating in 
  group activities 
Predicting outcomes 
Proofreading 
Reading critically 
Recognizing cause/ 
  effect 
Recognizing main  
  idea/details 
Reporting 
Revising 
Sequencing 
Solving problems 
Summarizing 
Taking notes 
Taking tests 
Using background 
  knowledge 
Using standard 
  Grammar 
Using technology 
 

INSTRUCTION:  The following concepts, skills, and strategies will be emphasized so that students can 
                                successfully progress to the next level of learning. 

Oral Language 
(listening/speaking) 

 
Listen, draw conclu- 
  sions, and share 
  responses in group 
  learning activities 
   participate in 
    discussion 
   organize and 
    summarize  
    information 
Use effective non- 
  verbal 
  communication 
   maintain eye 
    contact 
   use gestures, 
    facial expression, 
    and posture to 
    support verbal 
    message 
Make planned oral 
  presentations 
   determine content 
   organize 
    information 
    around major idea 
   summarize main 
    point before and 
    after 
   use visual aids 
Recite poetry adjust- 
  ing voice to mood 
  and content 
Follow a list of oral 
  instructions 
Use correct and  
  proper vocabulary 
  when communi- 
  cating  
Approach speaking 
  tasks with self- 
  confidence 
Participate in class  
  discussions.               
Participate in  
  speaking activities, 
  such as plays and  
  choral readings 
Use correct 
  grammar 
   

Reading/Literature 
 
Read and learn unfamiliar 
  words using 
   context clues 
   knowledge of roots  
    words, prefixes, and 
    suffixes 
   dictionary, glossary, 
    thesaurus, and other 
    materials 
Learn content area  
  vocabulary 
Read a variety of literary 
  forms 
Make inferences 
Read trade books to ex- 
  pand knowledge of 
  topics 
Describe story elements 
   character development 
   plots and resolving 
    conflicts 
   setting 
Describe characteristics of 
  free verse, rhymed, and 
  patterned poetry 
Set a purpose for reading 
Skim material before  
  reading 
Read content area texts for 
  information using text 
  organizers, such as  
  headings and graphics 
Make predictions 
Locate information in the 
  text to support opinions, 
  predictions, and 
  conclusions 
Use graphic organizers to 
  categorize information 
Identify cause/effect 
  relationships 
Identify sequence of  
  events 
Recognize the author’s 
  purpose 
   persuade 
   entertain 
   explain/inform 
   narrate or tell a story 
   describe 
Compare/contrast types of 
  literature. 
Distinguish between fact and  
  opinion. 

Writing 
 
Process Writing 
Follow the steps for 
  writing 
   prewriting (generate  
    ideas, think, plan) 
   organizing ideas 
   writing/revising 
   editing the writing for 
    punctuation, capitals, 
    spelling, paragraphing, 
    and standard English 
    usage 
   editing writing for 
    possessives and 
    quotation marks 
   rewriting the draft to be 
    shared/published 
Use word processing to 
  produce documents  
  including text and  
  graphics 
Import electronic informa- 
  tion and graphics for 
  use in writing 
Use similes and metaphors 
  appropriately 
Use a variety of sentence 
  structures with transitions 
Write a summary 
Take and organize notes  
Use a variety of source 
  materials 
Use appropriate, specific 
  vocabulary 
Use proper dialogue  
  format 
Express ideas in prose and 
  poetry 
Use details and facts to 
  support a topic 
Communicate ideas through 
  written language in a variety 
  of different genres 
Spell correctly in final drafts 
 
Handwriting 
Use cursive writing in 
  In final drafts 
Write legibly and neatly 
 
Keyboarding 
Type a minimum of 15 wpm  
  with no errors 
 
   

Research 
 
Use a variety of 
  reference  
  sources 
Skim material to 
  develop a 
  general over- 
  view of content 
Locate specific 
  information 
Take notes  
  which include 
   important 
    concepts 
   paraphrases 
   summaries 
   identification  
    of sources 
Organize 
  information on 
  charts, maps, 
  and graphs 
Use search  
  strategies to 
  retrieve  
  electronic 
  information 
Send and  receive 
  electronic infor- 
  mation using local 
  and wide area 
  networks 
Credit reference 
  sources to avoid 
  plagiarism 
Produce a multi- 
  media presenta- 
  tion 
 
 

CONNECTIONS:  The following activities are examples of how this subject will connect knowledge 
                                 across the disciplines. 
Social Studies:  Read and interpret graphs and maps; compare and contrast historical events; read original 
     source material; write reports. 
Science:  Analyze scientific data; draw conclusions from experiments and research; write reports; present 
     oral reports. 
Math:  Keep math journal; read word problems, eliminate extraneous information; answer word problems 
     in complete sentences; locate sources of information to solve problems. 
Fine Arts:  Create reports using multi-media approach; participate in dramatic creations:  recite poetry;  
     give speeches. 
Health & PE:  Develop vocabulary; follow directions appropriate to task; debate the idea of sports figures 
     as role models. 

                            Note:  This summary reflects the major areas of content which most students in Botetourt County Public Schools learn at this level.  (2014) 
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3 Types of reading occur daily in school. 
 
READING TO students:  Students learn what language 
sounds like when someone reads aloud; students build 
their vocabulary; they add to their knowledge base; they 
enjoy it. 
                                 READING BY students:  Students 
                                 should have time to drop everything  
                                 and read; the materials should be 
                                 selected by the students; they 
                                 should read on their own a 
                                 minimum of 15 minutes daily. 
 
READING WITH students:  Students need direct 
instruction in reading; they need to learn how to 
construct meaning from increasingly difficult print and 
graphic information.   

Recommended Family Resources 
 

 writing supplies 
 dictionary 
 thesaurus 
 world map 
 atlas 
 current almanac 
 encyclopedia (print or electronic) 

Writing can be evaluated in 3 areas known as 
domains.  The 3 domains with questions to clarify 
each domain follow: 
 
1)  Composing 

 Is the subject of my paper clear and focused? 
 Is everything in my paper about the subject? 
 Does my paper have examples and details that 

“show” the reader? 
 Is there a beginning, middle, and end? 

 
2)  Written Expression 

 Is my vocabulary clear and specific? 
 Do my verbs and other words create vivid 

pictures in the reader’s mind? 
 Do the sentences begin the same way or with 

the same words? 
 Is my tone/voice clear and appropriate? 
 Does the paper sound like me? 

 
3)  Usage/Mechanics 

 Have I written in complete sentences? 
 Does my paper have any run-on sentences? 
 Have I joined my short, choppy sentences? 
 Are the verb tenses correct? 
 Have I used the correct forms of nouns and 

pronouns? 
 Have I used the correct forms of adjectives and 

adverbs? 
 Is there subject-verb agreement? 
 Is each paragraph indented? 
 Have I used capital letters correctly? 
 Are the words spelled correctly? 
 Have I used all other punctuation marks 

correctly? 

 
                                                Use 
 
                                           P O W E R 
 
                                              Writing: 
 
P rewriting (brainstorm, think) 
O rganizing your thoughts (plan) 
W riting and revising your writing 

 Does it make sense? 
 Have I written clearly so that the 

reader gets my intended message? 
Editing for punctuation, capitals, paragraphing, 
        spelling, subject/verb agreement,  
        possessives, plurals, correct English usage 
Rewriting for sharing or publication 

 
Literary Forms studied in 5th grade: 
Fiction (from the writer’s imagination) 
Non-fiction (biographies, textbooks, essays,  
   newspapers, and magazines) 
Poetry 
Drama 
Short Stories 
 
 
Terms used in 5th grade: 
 
Synonyms – words with similar meaning 
Antonyms – words with opposite meanings 
Homonyms (homophones) – words that  
   sound alike but have different meanings 
   and/or spellings 
Metaphor – comparison of two things by 
   saying that one thing is the other.  (Ex:  The 
   baby was a ray of sunshine to her parents.) 
Simile – comparison of two things using “like” 
   or “as” (Ex:  I went to the store as quick as 
   a wink.)  
Personification – a figure of speech in which 
   human characteristics are given to an animal 
   or an object (Ex:  The elephant said, with  
   tears in his eyes, “Pick on somebody your 
   own size.”) 
Alliteration – the repetition of the same initial 
   letter, sound, or group of sounds in a series 
   of words (Ex:  Great green gorillas grow 
   grapes in a gorgeous greenhouse.) 
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