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STUDENT LEARNING GOALS 
For English/Language Arts 

The student will 
 communicate orally                                            summarize information 
 read classics and contemporary literature          draw conclusions 
 read a variety of authors                                     use technology to retrieve information 
 read content area materials                                 locate and read primary sources of information 
 use graphic organizers                                        plan, organize, write, revise, and edit writing 
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LEARNING/ 
THINKING/ 

STUDY SKILLS 
 
 

Classifying 
Communicating  
  ideas 
Comparing/contrast- 
  ing 
Constructing logical 
  sequences 
Distinguishing  
  between fact/ 
  opinion 
Distinguishing 
  between fiction/ 
  nonfiction 
Drawing    
   conclusions 
Following directions 
Formulating 
  questions 
Increasing 
  vocabulary 
Listening 
Managing time 
Monitoring/self 
  evaluation 
Observing 
Organizing 
Paraphrasing 
Participating in 
  group activities 
Predicting outcomes 
Proofreading 
Reading critically 
Recognizing cause/ 
  effect 
Recognizing main 
  idea/details 
Reporting 
Revising 
Sequencing 
Solving problems 
Summarizing 
Taking notes 
Taking tests 
Using background 
  knowledge 
Using standard  
  grammar 
Using technology 

INSTRUCTION:  The following concepts, skills, and strategies will be emphasized so that students  
                                can successfully progress to the next level of learning. 

Oral Language 
(listening/speaking) 

 
Give/follow 
  directions 
Contribute to group 
  discussions 
Seek the ideas/ 
  opinions of others 
Use evidence to 
  support opinions 
Participate in 
  discussions 
Use correct grammar 
Listen to and record 
  Information 
Organize information 
  for clarity 
Make oral presenta- 
  tions and reports 
Use subject-related 
  vocabulary 
Use technology terms 
  correctly 
Use oral language to 
   inform 
   persuade 
   entertain 

Reading/Literature 
 
 

Increase vocabulary 
Develop appropriate 
  vocabulary skills using 
   context clues 
   homonyms/synonyms/ 
    antonyms 
   suffixes/prefixes/root 
    words 
   multiple meanings of 
    words 
   knowledge of word 
    origins 
   consonant blends/ 
    vowel patterns 
   a glossary, dictionary, 
    thesaurus, and tech- 
    nology resources 
Read fiction, nonfiction, 
  biography, historical  
  fiction, mystery, myths, 
  and folktales 
   explain the author’s 
    purpose 
   distinguish between 
    fact/fantasy 
   compare/contrast 
Describe the relationship 
  between text and previously 
  read materials 
Read for pleasure and 
  information 
Comprehend different  
  literary forms 
Read subject area texts 
   identify/retrieve infor- 
    mation from parts of 
    the book including  
    table of contents, 
    index, glossary 
   locate copyright, 
    authors, length of text 
   use text organizers, 
    such as headings and 
    graphics 
   formulate questions 
    prior to reading 
Identify and use sensory   
  words 
Identify main idea/details 
Make inferences 
Summarize what is read 
Evaluate 
Recognize story parts 
Recall the sequence of events 
Read and write poetry 
Use figurative language 

Writing 
 
 
Process Writing 
Write narratives, letters, 
  journals, paragraphs, 
  stories, and responses 
  to literature 
Follow the steps for 
  writing 
   prewriting (generate 
    ideas, think, plan) 
   organizing ideas (a 
    central idea with  
    details) 
   writing/revising 
   editing for correct 
    English 
   rewriting the draft to be 
    shared/published 
Use elements of style 
  including 
   clear, specific words 
   appropriate tone 
   “real” voice 
   a variety of sentences 
Edit for 
   correct grammar 
   capitalization 
   punctuation (, . ! ?) 
   spelling 
   correct verb tenses 
   subject-verb agreement 
   noun-pronoun agreement  
   double negatives 
   use of nouns, pronouns, 
    verbs, adjectives, adverbs,   
    prepositions, and  
    prepositional phrases 
   correct homophone usage 
Use word processing to 
  produce documents,  
  including text and  
  graphics 
 
Handwriting 
Form letters correctly 
Use cursive writing in 
  written work 
 
Keyboarding 
Type a minimum of 
  10 wpm with no errors 
   

Research 
 
 

Use a variety of 
  resources 
   media center 
   encyclopedia 
   dictionary 
   atlas 
   thesaurus 
   CD ROM 
   databases 
   telecommunications 
   electronic encyclo- 
    pedia, almanac, 
    indexes, and catalogs 
Construct questions 
Synthesize information 
  from resources 
Skim materials 
Develop note taking 
  skills 
Organize and record 
  information using 
   charts 
   maps 
   graphs 
Credit reference 
  sources 
Produce a multimedia 
  presentation with a 
  partner 
 

CONNECTIONS:  The following activities are examples of how this subject will connect knowledge 
                                 across the disciplines. 
Social Studies:  Write a children’s book or poem related to early Virginia history; develop a scrapbook 
     about Virginia using Hyperstudio or Power Point. 
Science:  Read a book on weather folklore and determine if there is a scientific basis for the ideas. 
Math:  Keep a math journal; create word problems using correct math terms. 
Fine Arts:  Give a dramatic reading/oral interpretation of a piece of prose or poetry. 
SOL ASSESSMENT: Reading and Math 
Health & PE:  Research a body system; use “Body Scope” and report to the class.  



 
Grade 4 LA Essentials  (2014) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 Types of reading occur daily in school. 
 
READING TO  students:  Students learn what language 
sounds like when someone reads aloud; students build their 
vocabulary; they add to their knowledge base; they enjoy it. 
 
                             READING BY students:  Students should                              
                             have time to drop everything and read; the 
                             materials should be selected by the    
                             students; they should read on their own a  
                             minimum of 30 minutes daily. 
 
READING WITH students:  Students need direct 
instruction in reading; they need to learn how to construct 
meaning from increasingly difficult print and graphic 
information. 

Recommend Family Resources 
 

 writing supplies 
 dictionary 
 thesaurus 
 world map 
 atlas 
 current almanac 
 encyclopedia  (print or electronic) 

Writing can be evaluated in 3 areas known as domains.  
The 3 domains with questions to clarify each domain 
follow: 
 
1)  Composing 
          Is the subject of my paper clear and focused? 
          Is everything in my paper about the subject? 
 Does my paper have examples and details that 

“show” the reader? 
  Is there a beginning, middle, and end? 

 
2)  Written Expression 
 Is my vocabulary clear and specific? 
 Do my verbs and other words create vivid pictures in 

the reader’s mind? 
 Do the sentences begin the same way or with the 

same words? 
 Is my tone/attitude clear and appropriate? 
 Does the paper sound like me? 

 
3)   Usage/Mechanics 
 Have I written in complete sentences? 
 Does my paper have any run-on sentences? 
 Have I joined my short, choppy sentences? 
 Are the verb tenses correct? 
 Have I used the correct forms of nouns and 

pronouns? 
 Have I used the correct forms of adjectives and 

adverbs? 
 Is there subject-verb agreement? 
 Is each paragraph indented? 
 Have I used capital letters correctly? 
 Are the words spelled correctly? 
 Have I used all other punctuation marks correctly? 

 

 
                                            Use 
                                    
                                       P O W E R 
 
                                          Writing: 
 
P rewriting (brainstorm, think) 
O rganizing your thoughts (plan) 
W riting and revising your writing 

 Does it make sense? 
 Have I written clearly so that the 

reader gets my intended message? 
E diting for punctuation, capitals,  
         paragraphing, spelling, subject/verb 
         agreement, possessives, plurals, correct 
         English usage 
R ewriting for sharing or publication 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Writing Rules: 
 
  1.  Every sentence should make sense. 
  2.  Every sentence should begin with a capital  
       letter. 
  3.  Every sentence should keep to the topic. 
  4.  Every question should end with a question 
       mark. 
  5.  Sentences that are not questions should end 
       with a period or an exclamation point. 
  6.  Every sentence should be a complete  
       sentence. 
  7.  Indent the beginning of every paragraph. 
  8.  Combine short, choppy sentences. 
  9.  Do not use run-on sentences. 
10.  Use commas to separate words in a series.  
11.  Punctuate quotations correctly. 
12.  Use / and me, we and us, he and him, she 
       and her, and they and them correctly. 
13.  Do not use double negatives. 
14.  Both the subject and verb of a sentence 
       should be singular or both should be plural. 
15.  Use the correct form of every regular verb. 
16.  Both a pronoun and the noun it stands for 
       should be singular or both should be plural. 
 
       Source:  James W. Cunningham, UNC  
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