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Student Learning Goals for Social Studies 

The student will  
   -  cultivate respect for authority and others.                            -  link the effects of the past to the present. 
   -  understand democratic concepts                                           -  relate Geography to society, economics and politics.         
   -  promote responsibilities of citizenship.                                -  examine the characteristics and contributions of 
   -  develop local, state, national and global perspectives.             diverse cultures. 
   -  integrate technology skills with content.                              -  relate economic concepts to daily life. 

Social Studies                                   E
ssentials of the C

urriculum
 

G
rade 3                                                                    B

otetourt C
ounty Public Schools   

LEARNING 
THINKING 

STUDY 
SKILLS 

 
Applying  

standard 
grammar and 
usage 

Classifying 
Comparing and 

contrasting 
Constructing 

logical 
sequences 

Critical thinking 
Detecting 

fallacies 
Distinguishing 

between fact 
and opinion 

Drawing 
  conclusions 
Following     
  directions 
Formulating 
  questions 
Increasing  
  vocabulary 
Listening 
Observing 
Organizing 
Paraphrasing 
Participating in 
  group 
  activities 
Predicting 
  outcomes 
Problem solving 
Recognizing 
  cause  and 
  effect 
Recognizing 
  main idea and 
  details 
Sequencing 
Speaking 
Taking notes 
Taking tests 
Using mass 
  media 
Using resources 
Writing 

 
OVERVIEW:  The Essentials of the Curriculum for third grade students of Botetourt County Public Schools include an introduction to 
the heritage and contributions of the people of ancient Greece and Rome and the West African empire of Mali.  Students should continue 
developing map skills and demonstrate an understanding of basic economic concepts.  Students will explain the importance of the basic 
principles of democracy and identify the contributions of selected individuals.  Students will recognize that Americans are people who 
have diverse ethnic origins, customs, and traditions, who all contribute to American life, and who are united as Americans by common 
principles. 
 
INSTRUCTION:  The following concepts, skills, and strategies will be emphasized so that students can successfully progress to the 
next level of learning. 

History 
The student will explain 
how the contributions of 
ancient Greece and Rome 
have influenced the present 
world in terms of 
architecture, government 
(direct and representative 
democracy), and sports. 
 
The student will study the 
early West African empire 
of Mali by describing its 
oral tradition (storytelling), 
government (kings), and 
economic development 
(trade). 
 
The student will study the 
exploration of the Americas 
by 
a) describing the  
    accomplishments of 
    Christopher  
    Columbus, Juan 
     Ponce de Leon, 
    Jacques Cartier, and 
    Christopher Newport; 
b) identifying reasons 
    for exploring, the 
    information gained,  
    and the results from 
    the travels, and the   
    impact of the travels on  
    American Indians. 

Geography 
The student will develop map skills 
by 
a) locating Greece, Rome, and 
    West Africa; 
b) describing the physical and 
    human characteristics of 
    Greece, Rome, and West  
    Africa; 
c) explaining how the people of 
    Greece, Rome, and West 
    Africa adapted to and/or 
    changed their environment to 
    meet their needs. 
 
The student will develop map skills 
by 
a) positioning and labeling the 
    seven continents and five 
    oceans to create a world map; 
b) using the Equator and Prime 
    Meridian to identify the four 
    hemispheres: 
c) locating the countries of  
    Spain, England, and France; 
d) locating the regions in  the 
    Americas explored by 
    Christopher Columbus (San 
    Salvador in the Bahamas),  
    Juan Ponce de Leon (near St. 
    Augustine, Florida), Jacques 
    Cartier (near Quebec, Canada), 
    and Christopher Newport  
    (Jamestown, Virginia); 
e) locating specific places on a 
    simple letter-number grid 
    system. 
 
The student will interpret  
geographic information from 
maps, tables, graphs, and charts. 

Economics 
The student will explain 
how producers in Ancient 
Greece, Rome and Mali 
used natural resources 
(water, soil, wood, and 
coal), human resources 
capital 
resources,(machines, 
tools, and buildings) to 
produce goods and 
services for consumers. 
 
The student will recognize 
the concepts of 
specialization (being an 
expert in one job, product, 
or service) and 
interdependence 
(depending on others) in 
the production of goods 
and services (in ancient 
Greece, Rome, the West 
African empire of Mali, 
and in the present). 
 
The student will identify 
examples of making an 
economic choice and will 
explain the idea of 
opportunity cost (what is 
given up when making a 
choice).   

Civics 
The student will recognize why 
government is necessary in the 
classroom, school, and 
community by 
a) explaining the purpose of  
    rules and laws; 
b) explaining that the basic  
    purposes of government  
    are to make laws, carry out 
    laws, and decide if laws  
    have been broken; 
c) explaining that government  
    protects the rights and 
    property of individuals. 
 
The student will explain the 
importance of the basic principles 
that form the foundation of a 
republican form of government 
by 
a) describing the individual  
    rights to life, liberty, and  
    the pursuit of happiness;  
    and equality under the law; 
b) identifying the contribu- 
    tions of George 
    Washington, Thomas 
    Jefferson, Abraham  
    Lincoln, Rosa Parks,  
    Thurgood Marshall, and 
    Martin Luther King, Jr.,  
    Cesar Chavez; 
c) recognizing that Veterans 
    Day and Memorial Day  
    honor people who have 
    served to protect the  
    country’s freedoms; 
d) describing how people can 
serve the community, state and 
nation. 
 
The student will recognize that 
Americans are a people of 
diverse ethnic origins, customs, 
and traditions, who are united by 
the basic principles of a 
republican form of government 
and have respect for individual 
rights and freedoms. 

TECHNOLOGY:  these are the minimum skills the students will acquire by the end of Grade 5. 
 The student will continue to demonstrate basic understanding of computer theory. 
 The student will continue to develop basic technology skills. 
 The student will continue to process, store, retrieve, and transmit electronic information. 
 The student will continue to communicate through application software. 

CONNECTIONS:  The following activities/assignments are examples of how this subject will connect knowledge  
                                 within and across the disciplines. 
Language Arts – Research the writing skills, languages, and cultural traditions of ancient Greece, Rome, and the West 
                             African empire of Mali. 
Science – Research the advancement of transportation and communication. 
Mathematics – Construct charts, time lines, and graphs to enhance the historical perspectives. 
Fine Arts – Participate in artistic and musical impressions of the Greek and Roman cultures. 
Health and Physical Education – Research the foods and athletic events of these cultures. 

Note:  This summary reflects the major areas of content which most students in Botetourt County Public Schools learn at this level.                                                  2014 
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Terms to Know 
History Geography Economics Civics 

agriculture 
ancient 
aqueducts 
architecture (arches, columns) 
arts (mosaics, sculpture, paintings) 
characteristics 
contributions 
direct/representative democracy 
exploration/explorers 
gold mines/salt 
kings 
Olympic Games 
Storytelling/griots 
Civilization  

adaptation 
charts/tables 
climate 
compass rose 
continents/oceans 
graphs 
grid system 
equator 
hemispheres 
maps/globes 
prime meridian 
regions 
 

barter/trade 
capital resources 
economic choice 
goods/services 
human resources 
interdependence 
natural resources 
opportunity cost 
producers/consumers 
shipbuilding 
specialization 
scarcity 
taxation 

citizens rights 
Civil Rights  
community 
conflicts, resolutions  
Declaration of Independence 
equality under the law 
freedoms 
government 
inalienable rights 
Memorial Day 
republican form of government 
responsibilities 
rules/laws 
Veterans Day 
 

 

First Permanent Settlements 
Country 

(Sponsor) 
 

Location 
Explorer Who 

Discovered the Land 
 

Spain 
America: Landed 
at San Salvador 

(Bahamas) 

Christopher 
Columbus 

 
Spain 

Landed near  
St. Augustine, 

Florida 

Juan 
Ponce de Leon 

 
France 

Explored St. 
Lawrence River 

Valley near 
Quebec, Canada 

 
Jacques 
Cartier 

 
England 

Landed near 
Jamestown, 

Virginia 

Christopher 
Newport 

 

 
Basic Ideals and Principles of 

American Government 
 

government:  people who make laws, carry out laws,    
    and decide if laws have been broken 
republican form of government:  people elect  
    representatives to run the government 
individual rights:  life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
    happiness are privileges that people are born with 
    and that cannot be taken away 
equality under the law:  all people are treated fairly 

People and Places 
 
Africa     Europe       Indian Ocean   Empire of Mali        George Washington         
Antarctica    England      Pacific Ocean   Timbuktu, Mali        Thomas Jefferson      
North America    Spain       Arctic Ocean   Sahara Desert         Abraham Lincoln 
Asia     France       Atlantic Ocean  Coliseum  Martin Luther King, Jr. 
South America    Greece       Southern Ocean  Parthenon                   Thurgood Marshall 
Australia    Rome       Mediterranean Sea      Cesar Chavez     Rosa Parks 

Recreational Reading 
 
House Mouse, Senate Mouse by Peter W. & Sheryl S. Barnes  The Romans Journey into Civilization by Peter Chrisp 
The Milkman’s Boy by Donald Hall    Ancient Greece by Daniel Cohen 
Rosa Parks: Fight for Freedom by Keith Brandt   Ancient Greece by Gilliam Fenton 
How Many Days to America: A Thanksgiving Story   Ancient Rome by Linda Honan 
     by Eve Bunting      Ancient Romans (Worldwise) by Daisy Kerr 
Tattered Sails by Verla Kay     History Opens Windows Series: The Ancient Greeks 
The Cod’s Tale by Mark Kurlansky          by Pat Taylor 
George Washington, Young Leader by Lawrence Santrey  The Amazing Pop-Up Geography Book by Kate Petty 
Modern Rhymes About Ancient Times: Ancient Greece  Maps and Symbols by Angela Royston 
     By Susan Altman      Sundiata: Lion King of Mali by Davis Wisniewski 
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