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3 
STUDENT LEARNING GOALS 

For English/Language Arts 
The student will 
  read a variety of literature                                       compare important people and events                               
  use effective communication skills                         plan, draft, revise, and edit stories 
  present brief oral reports                                         write simple explanations and reports 
  apply reading strategies to all subjects                    gather and use information 
  solve word problems in math                                  write legibly in cursive 
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LEARNING/ 
THINKING/ 

STUDY SKILLS 
 
 

Classifying 
Communicating 
  ideas 
Comparing/ 
  contrasting 
Constructing  
  logical sequences 
Distinguishing 
  between fact/ 
  opinion 
Distinguishing 
  between fiction/ 
  nonfiction 
Drawing con- 
  clusions 
Following 
  directions 
Formulating  
  questions 
Increasing 
  vocabulary 
Listening 
Managing time 
Monitoring/self 
  evaluation 
Observing 
Organizing 
Paraphrasing 
Participating in 
  group activities 
Predicting 
  outcomes 
Proofreading 
Reading critically 
Recognizing 
  cause/effect 
Recognizing main 
  idea/details 
Reporting 
Revising 
Sequencing 
Solving problems 
Summarizing 
Taking notes 
Taking tests 
Using background 
  knowledge 
Using standard 
  grammar 
Using technology 
 

 
INSTRUCTION:  The following concepts, skills, and strategies will be emphasized so that students 
                                can successfully progress to the next level of learning. 
 

Oral Language 
(listening/speaking) 
 
Listen and speak in 
  group activities 
   make eye contact 
   face the speaker 
   ask questions 
   paraphrase 
Follow oral 
  directions 
Explain what has 
  been learned 
Speak clearly at an 
  understandable rate 
Use appropriate  
  volume and pitch 
Present oral reports 
  in proper sequence 
Use specific rather 
  than general voca- 
  bulary 
Expand vocabulary  
  to include techno- 
  logy terms such as 
  database, file,  
  record, fields/ 
  category, sort/ 
  arrange, select/ 
  search, and report 
Ask and respond to 
  questions 
Participate in pre- 
  sentations of stories 
  plays, and skits 
Use proper subject/ 
  verb agreement in 
  speaking 
Use complete sen- 
  tences to express 
  thoughts 
 

Reading/Literature 
 
 

Apply word analysis skills in 
  reading and writing 
Use reading strategies to read 
  fiction, nonfiction, and poetry 
   use prior knowledge 
   preview the text before  
    reading 
   use meaning and context 
     clues 
   use structural clues including 
    prefixes, suffixes, root  
    words, homographs, and 
    homophones 
   use phonics clues 
   reread and self-correct 
   skim the text to locate facts 
Make and revise predictions 
Sequence 5 events in a story 
Demonstrate comprehension of 
  a variety of printed materials 
Identify the characteristics of  
  folk tales and biographies 
Compare/contrast the  
  characters in 
   two folk tales 
   biographies/autobiographies 
Use a glossary/dictionary to 
  determine 
   word meaning 
   spelling 
   pronunciation 
   part of speech 

Writing 
 
 
Process Writing 
Write descriptive 
  paragraphs 
Follow the steps for 
  writing 
   prewriting (generate, 
    ideas, think, plan) 
   organizing ideas (a 
    central idea with 
    details) 
   writing/revising 
   editing the writing for 
    punctuation, capitals, 
    spelling, paragraphs, 
    and standard English 
    usage 
   rewriting the draft to be 
    shared/published 
Write stories, letters, 
  simple poetry, simple 
  explanations, and short 
  reports 
Edit work using Spell 
  Check 
Use word processing to 
  produce documents  
  including text and 
  graphics 
 
Handwriting 
Learn to write in cursive 
Write neatly in both 
  manuscript and cursive 
 
Keyboarding 
Use both hands on the  
  home row keys 
Type a minimum of 5  
  wpm with no errors 
 
  

Research 
 
 

Record informa- 
  tion from print 
  and nonprint 
  resources 
Use dictionaries, 
  encyclopedias, 
  and other re- 
  ference books 
Use videos,  
  interviews, and 
  cassette  
  recordings 
Use CD Rom  
  for search and 
  retrieval of 
  information 
Produce a multi- 
  media presen- 
  tation with 
  teacher assist- 
  ance 
 

CONNECTIONS:  The following activities are examples of how this subject will connect knowledge 
                                 across the disciplines. 
Social Studies:  Interview a grandparent and report to the class the results of the interview. 
Science:  Make a chart, showing likenesses and differences, of topics studied; make a book illustrating 
     science vocabulary items. 
Math:  Take a recipe and double it; learn key math terms. 
Fine Arts:  Listen to a musical selection and tell how it makes you feel; look at a picture and write a 
     story to go along with it. 
Health & PE:  Record all the action words and naming words that you can think of that relate to physical 
     education; read the “word wall” of physical education terms. 
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3 Types of reading occur daily in school. 
 
READING TO students:  Students learn what language sounds like 
when someone reads aloud; students build their vocabulary; they 
add to their knowledge base; they enjoy it. 

READING BY students:  Students should have 
time to drop everything and read; the 
students; they should read on their own a 
minimum of 30 minutes daily. 

 
READING WITH students:  Students need direct instruction in 
reading; they need to learn how to construct meaning from 
increasingly difficult print and graphic information. 
 
 
   
Recommended Family Resources 
 

 writing supplies  
 dictionary 
 thesaurus 
 world map 
 atlas 
 current almanac 
 encyclopedia  (print or electronic) 

 
 
Use 

 
   P O W E R 
 
       Writing: 
 
 
P rewriting (brainstorm, think) 
O rganizing your thoughts (plan) 
W riting and revising your writing 

 Does it make sense? 
 Have I written clearly so that the reader gets 

my intended message? 
E diting for punctuation, capitals,  
      paragraphing, spelling,  
      subject/verb agreement, 
      possessives, plurals, 
      correct English usage 
R ewriting for sharing or publication 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spelling Rules with Few Exceptions 
 
1. The letter “q” is always followed by “u” in common English words. 

queen   quiet 
2. Proper nouns and most adjectives formed from proper nouns should 

Begin with capital letters. 
  America   American 

3. Most abbreviations end with a period. 
etc.   Nov. 

4. The apostrophe is used to show the omission of letters in contractions. 
don’t   haven’t 

5. Add ‘s to nouns (but not pronouns) to show possession. 
boy’s   its 
dog’s   theirs 

6. Remember this rhyme: 
“i” before “e” 
Except after “c” 
Or when sounded like “a” 
As in neighbor or weigh 

7. Add –es to nouns or verbs that have these endings:  ss, ch, z, x. 
glass  watch  wish  wax 
glasses  watches  wishes  waxes 

8. Add –es to most nouns or verbs ending in “o”. 
tomato + es = tomatoes    potato + es = potatoes    go + es = goes 

9. When a consonant comes before final “y”. change the “y” to “i” and add “es”. 
study (y becomes i) + es = studies             try (y becomes I) + es = tries 

10. When a vowel comes before final –y, do not change the –y; merely add –s. 
boy + s = boys  play + s = plays 

11. Change noun (but not verb) endings from –f or – fe to –ve; then add –s. 
leaf (f becomes ve) + s = leaves      wife (fe becomes ve) + s = wives 
Exceptions:  Belief + s = beliefs  safe + s = safes  chief + s = chiefs 

12. No English words end in “v”. 
glove  love 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Reading Nonfiction – 
Subject Area Materials 

 
In the third grade, students will be 
expected to read subject area 
texts.  These include science, 
social studies, health, and math 
books.  Students will obtain 
information from the text and will 
to the following: 

 use an index 
 use a table of contents 
 use the glossary 
 read charts, maps, and 

graphs for information 
 use visual clues, such as 

headings and bold and 
italicized print, to 
identify main ideas 

 answer questions after 
reading the text 

 take teacher-made tests 
based on instruction and 
student notes 
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