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Student Learning Goals for Social Studies 

The student will 
 cultivate respect for authority and others 
 understand democratic concepts 
 promote responsibilities of citizenship 
 develop local, state, national and global perspectives 
 integrate technology skills with content 
 link the effects of the past to the present 
 relate geography to society, economics and politics 
 examine the characteristics and contributions of diverse cultures 
 relate economic concepts to daily life  
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LEARNING 
THINKING 

STUDY SKILLS 
 

Applying standard  
  grammar and 
  usage 
Classifying 
Comparing and 
  contrasting 
Constructing  
  logical 
  sequences 
Critical thinking 
Distinguishing 
  between fact and 
  opinion 
Drawing  
  conclusions 
Following  
  directions 
Formulating 
  questions 
Increasing 
  vocabulary 
Listening 
Observing 
Organizing 
Paraphrasing 
Participating in 
  group activities 
Predicting  
  outcomes 
Problem solving 
Recognizing 
  cause and effect 
Recognizing main 
  idea and details 
Sequencing 
Speaking 

OVERVIEW:  The Essentials of the Curriculum introduce second grade students in Botetourt County Public 
                          Schools to the cultural contributions of ancient China and Egypt and of the tribes of  
                        American Indians. Second grade students will continue the 
                        development of map skills and demonstrate enhanced understanding of basic 
                          economic and community concepts.  Civics standards include identifying contributions of selected  
                          Americans whose contributions improved the lives of other Americans.   
INSTRUCTION:  The following concepts, skills, and strategies will be emphasized so that students 
                                can successfully progress to the next level of learning. 

History 
The student will 
explain how the 
contributions of 
ancient China and 
Egypt have 
influenced the 
present world in 
terms of 
architecture, 
inventions, and 
written language. 
 
The student will 
compare the lives 
and contributions of 
American Indian 
culture to present 
day life, with 
emphasis on the 
Powhatan of the 
Eastern Woodlands, 
the Lakota of the 
Plains, and the 
Pueblo of the 
Southwest. 
 
The student will 
identify and 
compare changes in 
community life over 
time in terms of 
buildings, jobs, 
transportation, and 
population.  

Geography 
The student will develop map 
skills by 
a) locating The United States, 

China and 
Egypt on world maps; 

b) locating the regions 
of the Powhatan,  
Lakota, and Pueblo 
Indians on United 
States maps; 

c) comparing the climate,  
land, and plant life of 
these regions; 

d) describing how  
people in these regions 
adapt to their environment. 

The student will develop map 
skills by 
a) locating the 
       Equator, the seven 
       continents, and the 
       five oceans on maps 
       and globes; 
b) locating selected 

rivers (James River, 
Mississippi River, Rio 
Grande, Huang He, Nile 
River), mountain ranges 
(Appalachian Mountains 
and Rocky Mountains), and 
the general area of the 
Great Lakes in the United 
States and other counties. 

The student will demonstrate 
map skills by constructing 
simple maps, using title, map 
legend, and compass rose. 

Economics 
The student will 
describe natural 
resources (water, 
soil, wood, and 
coal), human 
resources (people at 
work), and capital 
resources 
(machines, tools, 
and buildings). 
 
The student will 
distinguish between 
the use of barter 
and the use of 
money in the 
exchange for goods 
and services. 
 
The student will 
explain that scarcity 
(limited resources) 
requires people to 
make choices about 
producing and 
consuming goods 
and services. 
 
 

Civics 
In conjunction with the Character 
Counts program, the student will 
explain the responsibilities of a 
good citizen with emphasis on 
a) respecting  and 

protecting the rights and 
property of others; 

b) taking part in the 
voting process when making 
classroom decisions; 

c) describing actions that  
can improve the school and 
community; 

d) demonstrating self- 
discipline and self- reliance; 

e) practicing honesty and 
trustworthiness. 
 

The student will identify George 
Washington, Abraham Lincoln, 
Susan B. Anthony, Helen Keller, 
Jackie Robinson, and Martin 
Luther King, Jr. as Americans 
whose contributions improved the 
lives of other Americans. 
 
The student will understand that the 
people of Virginia have state and 
local government officials who are 
elected by voters; diverse ethnic 
origins, customs, and traditions, 
who make contributions to their 
communities and who are united as 
Americans by common principles. 

TECHNOLOGY:  These are the minimum skills the students will acquire by the end of Grade 5. 
- The student will continue to demonstrate basic understanding of computer theory. 
- The student will continue to develop basic technology skills. 
- The student will continue to process, store, retrieve, and transmit electronic information. 
- The student will continue to communicate through application software. 

CONNECTIONS:  The following activities/assignments are examples of how this subject can connect knowledge within and 
 across the disciplines. 
Language Arts – Conduct simple research projects.  
Science – Compare climates and the causes and effects on living and nonliving things; explore the study of animal and plant life. 
Mathematics – Interpret data graphically; participate in a classroom bank/store; measure items in the classroom. 
Fine Arts – Participate in art and music activities.  Explore the art of ancient cultures. 
Health and Physical Education – Experience American Indian dances and games. 

Note:  This summary reflects the major areas of content which most students in Botetourt County Public Schools learn at this level.                 2014 
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Terms to Know 
 

  History                                    Geography                                            Economics                                       Civics 
ancient   climate                land                        barter                        human resources         customs 
architecture  compass rose      map title                 capital resources      money                          good citizen 
community  continent            map legend             consumer                  natural resources         traditions 
contribution                       environment        regions                   economic choice      producer                       responsibility 
hieroglyphics                     Equator                                              goods & services      scarcity              diversity 
population                                        limited resources          property 
transportation                                                                                                                                                      self- discipline  

Geographic Locations 
 
Africa                 Great Wall of China 
Antarctica                                         Indian Ocean 
Arctic Ocean                          James River 
Asia                                           Mississippi River 
Atlantic Ocean                         North America 
Appalachian Mountains            Pacific Ocean 
Australia                                    Plains Region 
China                                         Pyramids 
Eastern Woodland Region        Rio Grande 
Egypt                                         Rocky Mountains 
Europe                                       South America                                                                               
Great Lakes                                      Southern Ocean 
                                            Southwest Region 
 

 Climate Land Plant Life 
China Variety of 

weather 
conditions 

Forests, hills, 
mtn, deserts, 
Huang He 

Great variety 
of plant life 

Egypt Hot, dry 
conditions 

Nile River, 
deserts, 
flooding 

Grasses along 
the Nile River 

Eastern 
Woodlands 
(Powhatan) 

Mild winters 
Hot, humid 
summers 

Rivers, hills, 
mountains, 
coastland 

Forests 
Variety of 
plant life 

Plains 
(Lakota) 

Harsh, cold 
winters 
Hot summers 

Plains, 
prairies, 
rolling hills 

Grasses 

Southwest 
(Pueblo) 

Hot days, 
cold nights 
Little rainfall 

High 
flatlands 

Cactus 

 

People To Know 
 
Susan B. Anthony:    She lead the struggle to give women equal rights, including the right to vote. 
Helen Keller:     She overcame disabilities and worked to help others who were blind and deaf. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.:   He was an African American minister who worked so that all people would be treated  
                                              fairly.   He led peaceful marches and gave speeches. 
Abraham Lincoln:    He was the president of the United States who helped free African American slaves. 
Jackie Robinson:    He was the first African American player in the major leagues of baseball.  His actions 
      helped to bring about other opportunities for African Americans.  
George Washington:    He led the fight for freedom from England and helped establish a new country.  
Lakota:      American Indians who lived in the Plains Region of the United States. 
Powhatan:     American Indians who lived in the Eastern Woodland Region of the 
              United States.  The Powhatans farmed, fished, hunted, and used trees for homes and 
      canoes.  They gathered plants for food. 
Pueblo:      American Indians who lived in the Southwest Region of the United 
      States.  The Pueblo farmed the land.  They lived in villages in adobe (clay) houses. 

The Lakota were nomadic, moving around the region to hunt for buffalo.  They used 
horses for transportation.  

 
Recreational Reading 

A New Coat for Anna by H. Ziefert and A. Lobel   Indians in Seventeenth-Century Virginia 
Ancient China by A. Cotterell         by B. McCary 
Ancient Egypt by J. Crosher     Legend of Bluebonnet by Tomie dePaola 
Caps For Sale by E. Slobodkina     Maps and Globes by J. Knowlton 
Count Your Way Through China by J. Hapkins   Martin Luther King, Jr. by C. and P. Roop 
Egyptian Cinderella by S. Climo     Mummies Made In Egypt by Aliki 
George Washington, Young Leader by L. Santrey   North American Indian by D. Murdoch 
How to Make an Apple Pie and See the World   Oxcart Man by D. Hall 
    by M. Priceman      Pyramid by D. Macaulay 
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