
2 
STUDENT LEARNING GOALS 

For English/Language Arts 
The student will 
  use a combination of reading strategies                    examine a variety of texts 
  strengthen and refine reading skills                          communicate ideas orally   
  apply comprehension strategies in all subjects         integrate literature and writing with technology 
  read nonfiction and fiction                                        locate information in reference materials 
                                                                                      apply simple grammatical principles to writing  
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LEARNING/ 
THINKING/ 

STUDY SKILLS 
 
 

Classifying 
Communicating 
  ideas 
Comparing/con- 
  trasting 
Constructing 
  logical sequences 
Distinguishing 
  between fact/ 
  opinion 
Distinguishing 
  between fiction/ 
  nonfiction 
Drawing conclus- 
  ions 
Following 
  directions 
Increasing vocabu- 
  lary 
Listening 
Managing time 
Monitoring/self 
  evaluation 
Observing 
Organizing 
Paraphrasing 
Participating in 
  group activities 
Predicting 
  outcomes 
Proofreading 
Questioning 
Reading critically 
Recognizing 
  cause/effect 
Recognizing main 
  idea/details 
Reporting 
Revising 
Sequencing 
Solving problems 
Speaking 
Taking notes 
Taking tests 
Using background 
  knowledge 
Using standard 
  grammar 
Using technology 
 

INSTRUCTION:  The following concepts, skills, and strategies will be emphasized so that students can  
                                successfully progress to the next level of learning. 

Oral Language 
(listening/speaking) 

 
Expand listening/ 
  speaking vocabularies 
Clarify and explain 
  words and ideas 
Share stories with an 
  audience 
Participate in a group 
Create 
  stories 
  dramatics 
  poetry 
Use 
  correct verb tenses 
  complete sentences 
  synonyms/antonyms 
 appropriate conversa- 
   tional skills 
Understand multiple- 
meaning words 
Use oral language to 
  inform 
  persuade 
  entertain 
Give/follow 3-4 step 
  directions 
Paraphrase information 
State personal data 
Discuss 
  main idea/details 
  compare/contrast 
  cause/effect 
  characterization   

Reading/Literature 
 
Set a purpose for reading 
Problem solve new  
  words and text using 
   meaning clues (pictures, 
    diagrams, titles, headings, 
    context clues) 
   structure clues (prefixes, 
    suffixes, contractions, 
    possessives, abbreviations 
    and knowledge of syntax) 
   phonetic sounds (conso- 
    nants, consonant blends, 
    common vowel patterns,  
    and familiar letter  
    groupings) 
Identify antonyms, 
  synonyms, and homonyms 
Expand basic sight 
  vocabulary 
Comprehend fiction/ 
  nonfiction/poetry using 
   background knowledge 
   predictions 
   location of information 
   paraphrasing/summarizing 
   characterization 
    drawing conclusion 
   main idea/details 
   sequence 
   compare/contrast 
   cause/effect 
   rereading and self- 
    correcting 
Read familiar materials 
  with fluency/expression 
Read for pleasure/infor- 
mation 

Writing 
 
Process Writing 
Use terminology 
from Fundamentals 
of Sentence Writing.  
Write 
  sentences 
  poetry 
  stories 
  friendly letters 
  simple explanations 
  responses to 
   literature 
  personal data 
Group sentences into 
paragraphs  
Organize writing to 
 include beginning/ 
 middle/end 
Use time order words 
Revise writing 
Edit final copies for 
  punctuation 
  capitalization of all 
   proper nouns and 
   beginning of  
   sentences 
  spelling of high 
   frequency words 
  subject/verb 
   Agreement 
   Recognize word         
features 
Identify simple 
abbreviations  
   possessive nouns 
contractions  
Use word processing 
   to produce 
   documents,  
   including text and 
   graphics 
Edit work with 
 Spell Check 
Handwriting 
Use correct letter 
 formation 
Use appropriate  
 spacing 
Write neatly 

Research 
 
 

Alphabetize to 2nd 
 letter 
Use a variety of 
 resources 
  table of contents 
  dictionary/glossary 
   use of guide words in 
the dictionary 
  index 
  charts 
  pictures 
  graphs 
  newspapers 
  computer 
   software 
Formulate appropriate 
questions 
Use software/internet for 
  search and retrieval of 
  information 
Participate in a 
 multimedia class 
 project 

  

 
CONNECTIONS:  The following activities are examples of how this subject will connect knowledge 
                                 across the disciplines. 
 
Social Studies:  Compare types of communities through charts, graphs, and pictures. 
Science:  Design a poster sequencing the life cycles of butterflies and frogs. 
Math:  Create and write mathematical class books, stories, and riddles. 
Fine Arts:  Write a story about a displayed art object or musical selection. 
Health & PE:  Use movement activities to act out stories and poems. 

Note:  This summary reflects the major areas of content which most students in Botetourt County Public Schools learn at this level.  (2014) 
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How Parents Can Help 
Talk to your child about the thing you do 
together.  A child needs to explain his ideas to 
you, to tell stories, to talk about books read, 
and to ask questions.  These activities can 
foster language development. 

 grocery shopping 
 cooking 
 books read 
 quality TV programs 
 visits to the mall 
 dining out 
 gardening 
 household chores 
 car games 
 making daily choices 

Help your child acquire a wide range of 
knowledge. 

 Visit local places of interest, such as 
 Peaks of Otter 
 Transportation Museum 
 Natural Bridge  
 Explore Park 
 Center in the Square 
 Art Museum 
 Smith Mountain Lake 
 Blue Ridge Parkway 
 Monticello 
 Booker T. Washington 

Memorial Park 
 Appomattox 
 Amazement  Square 
 Community activities 

 
Read aloud to your child. 
Reading to your child is very important in 
second grade.  The second grader will continue 
to read fiction books but will begin to add 
nonfiction books to his reading.  A parent can 
help with this transition by making a 
connection between the story book and a fact 
book about the same topic. 
Selections for a second grader should include 
 

 Subjects about which your child is 
interested 

 Traditional fairy tales and folk tales 
 Poetry 
 Predictable books 

Have your child write and read these back to you: 
 Shopping lists 
 Letters and cards 
 Phone messages 
 Product Labels 
 Short stories 
 Notes to family members 

Writing Vocabulary 
 
Students add many new words to their vocabulary in second 
grade.  Vocabulary building is important.  However, students’ 
reading vocabulary will be larger than their writing vocabulary.  
Students do not need to be able to spell every word they can read, 
but they do need to spell correctly basic, lifetime words that they 
use when they write.  One hundred of the most frequently used 
words in children’s writing (in order of frequency used) are 
as follows: 
 1.  a  26.  like  51.  day  76.  came 
 2.  the  27.  then  52.  out  77.  from 
 3.  and  28.  were 53.  him  78.  friends 
 4.  I  29.  all  54.  will  79.  too 
 5.  to  30.  go  55.  not  80.  other 
 6.  was  31.  get  56.  people 81.  after 
 7.  my  32.  there 57.  make 82.  don’t 
 8.  of  33.  with  58.  could 83.  our 
 9.  we  34.  had  59.  or  84.  no 
10.  he  35.  are  60.  can  85.  just 
11.  it  36.  so  61.  very  86.  has 
12.  they  37.  went 62.  play  87.  lot 
13.  would 38.  up  63.  some 88.  fun 
14.  is  39.  at  64.  what 89.  things 
15.  in  40.  said  65.  this  90.  by 
16.  have 41.  them 66.  time  91.  little 
17.  that  42.  if  67.  home 92.  know 
18.  for  43.  her  68.  going 93.  want 
19.  you  44.  one  69.  good 94.  saw 
20.  she  45.  because 70.  as  95.  friend 
21.  be  46.  do  71.  down 96.  did 
22.  on  47.  school 72.  their  97.  more 
23.  but  48.  got  73.  house 98.  see 
24.  when 49.  his  74.  back 99.  big 
25.  me  50.  about 75.  charge         100.  us    

Give your child opportunities every day to read 
independently. 
 

 Obtain a public library card and visit your local library. 
 Consider a subscription to a children’s magazine. 
 Give books for a birthday or special holidays to ensure 

your child has plenty to read. 


	STUDENT LEARNING GOALS
	For English/Language Arts
	LEARNING/
	Research
	Oral Language
	Reading/Literature
	Writing
	Process Writing
	Handwriting


	How Parents Can Help
	Writing Vocabulary

