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STUDENT LEARNING GOALS FOR SOCIAL STUDIES 

The student will 
 cultivate respect for authority and others 
 understand Democratic concepts 
 promote responsibilities of Citizenship 
 develop local, state, national and global perspectives 
 integrate technology skills with content 
 link the effects of the past to the present 
 relate geography to society, economics and politics 
 examine the characteristics and contributions of diverse cultures 
 relate economic concepts to daily life. 
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LEARNING 
THINKING 

STUDY 
SKILLS 

 
Applying 
standard 
grammar and 
usage 
Classifying 
Comparing 
and con- 

trasting 
Constructing 
logical 
sequences 
Critical 
thinking 
Distinguishing 
between fact 
and opinion 
Drawing 
conclusions 
Following 
directions 
Formulating 
questions 
Increasing 
vocabulary 
Listening 
Observing 
Organizing 
Paraphrasing 
Participating 
in group 
activities 

Predicting 
outcomes 
Problem 
solving 
Recognizing 
cause and 
effect 
Recognizing 
main idea 

and details 
Sequencing 
Speaking 
Taking tests 
Using mass media 
Using resources 
Writing 

OVERVIEW:  The Essentials of the Curriculum allow first grade students in Botetourt County Public Schools to compare 
everyday life and traditions in different places and times.  First grade students will construct simple maps. 

They will begin to construct simple historical time lines and learn basic economic concepts.  First grade 
students will recognize selected symbols of the United States. 
INSTRUCTION:  The following concepts, skills, and strategies will be emphasized so that students can successfully 
progress to the next level of learning. 

History 
The student will interpret 
information presented in 
picture time lines to 
show sequence of events 
and will distinguish 
between past, present, 
and future. 

 
The student will describe 
the stories of American 
leaders and their contri- 
butions to our country, 
with emphasis on George 
Washington, Benjamin 
Franklin, Abraham 
Lincoln,George 
Washington Carver, and 
Eleanor Roosevelt. 

 
The student will discuss 
the lives of people 
associated with 
Presidents’ Day, 
Columbus Day, and the 
events of Independence 
Day (Fourth of July). 

Geography 
The student will develop map 
skills by 
a) recognizing basic map 

symbols, including 
references to land, 
water, cities, and roads; 

b) using cardinal 
directions on maps; 

c) identifying the shape 
of the United States 
and Virginia on 
maps and globes; 

d) locating Washington, 
D.C., the capital of the 

United States, and 
Richmond, the capital 

of Virginia, on a 
United States map. 

 
The student will construct a 
simple map of a familiar area, 
using basic map symbols in 
the map legend. 

 
The student will describe how 
the location of his/her 
community, climate, and 
physical surroundings affect 
the way people live, including 
their food, clothing, shelter, 
transportation, and recreation. 

Economics The 
student will explain 
the difference 
between goods and 
services and describe 
how people are 
consumers and 
producers of goods 
and services. 

 
The student will 
explain that people 
make choices because 
they cannot have 
everything they want. 

 
The student will 
recognize that people 
save money for the 
future to purchase 
goods and services. 

Civics 
The student will apply the traits 

 
a) focusing on fair play, 

exhibiting good sportsmanship, 
helpingothers, and treating 
others with respect; 
b) recognizing the purpose of 

rules and practicing self-control; 
c) working hard in school; 
d) taking responsibilityfor one’s 

own actions; 
e) valuing honesty and truthfulness 

in oneselfand others. 
f) participating in classroom 
decision-making through voting. 

 
The student will recognize the 
symbols and traditional practices 
that honor and foster patriotism 
in the United States by 
a) identifying the American flag, 

bald eagle, 
WashingtonMonument,  and 
Statue of Liberty; 

b) demonstrating respectfor the 
American flag by learning about 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
The student will recognize that 
communities in Virginia 
a) have local governments; 
b) benefit from people who 
volunteer in their communities; 
c) include people who have diverse 
ethnic origins, customs, and 
traditions, who make contributions 
to their communities, and who are 
united as Americans by common 
principles. 

TECHNOLOGY:  These are the minimum skills the students will acquire by the end of Grade 5. 
 The student will begin to demonstrate basic understanding of computer theory. 
 The student will begin to develop basic technology skills. 
 The student will begin to process, store, retrieve, and transmit electronic information. 
 The student will begin to communicate through application software. 

CONNECTIONS:  The following activities/assignments are examples of how this subject will connect knowledge within 
and across the disciplines. 
Language Arts – Use books to increase an understanding of people and places in history.  Use biographies to teach about 
important individuals. 
Science – Learn about the effects of weather on lifestyles long ago. 
Mathematics – Study and draw charts, graphs, and time lines. 
Fine Arts – Learn songs and dances from long ago. 
Health and Physical Education – Participate in games and activities. 

 

 
Note: This summary reflects the major areas of content which most students in Botetourt County Public Schools learn at this level. 2014 
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History Terms 
 

change:  something that happens to make things 
different 
community:    a place where people live, work, and play 
contribution:   the act of giving or doing something 
family: a group of people who care for one another 
holiday:  a day on which something or someone is 

is honored or remembered 
 
 
 
 

Economic Terms 
 

consumer:    a person who uses or buys  goods 
or services 
goods: things people make or use to satisfy needs 
and wants 
money: a medium of exchange 
savings: money put away to save or spend later 
producer:    a person who makes goods or provides services 
services: activities that satisfy people’s needs and wants 

Geography Terms 
 
cardinal directions:  North, East, South, West 
climate:  weather and seasons over a period of time 
globe:  a round model of the Earth 
location:  a place where people, buildings, and objects are 
found 
map:  a drawing that shows what places look like from 
above and where they are located 
map legend:  a list of shapes andsymbols used on a map 
and what they stand for 
physical surroundings:  land and bodies of water 
seasons:  spring, summer, fall, winter 
symbol:  a picture that stands for something real 
 
 
 
 

Civic Terms American:
 belonging to the United States 
American Flag:    the flag of the United States 
patriotic: showing respect and love of country 
tradition: a custom or belief that happens over a long 
period of time 

 
 
 
 

People to Know 
George Washington Carver:  He was an African American who studied science and plants. He became a  teacher.  He developed 
hundreds of uses for peanuts, sweet potatoes, and soybeans. 
Ben Franklin:  He proved that electricity was present in lightning through his kite experiment.  He started the first library and the first 
volunteer fire department in America. 
Abraham Lincoln:  He was born in a log cabin. He taught himself how to read. He became a United States president. He was known 
as “Honest Abe”. 
George Washington:  He was born in Virginia.  He was a farmer.  He became a brave leader of soldiers.  He  was the first president 
of the United States.  He is known as the “Father of our County”. 
Eleanor Roosevelt: She was a leader for equal rights for all people.  She volunteered for many organizations. 

 
Holidays to Know 

 
Columbus Day:  This is a day to remember the discovery of the  Independence Day (Fourth of July): 
“New World” by Christopher Columbus.  It is observed in October. This is a holiday to remember  when 
Presidents’ Day:  This is a day to honor all United States presidents, America became a new country.  It is 
but especially George Washington  and Abraham Lincoln. It is sometimes called America’s birthday. 
observed in February. It is observed in July. 

 
Read-Aloud Books/Recreational Reading 

 
A Picture Book of Benjamin Franklin by D. Adler Jeremy’s Dollar by J. Harold 
A Picture Book of George Washington by D. Adler 
A Picture Book Eleanor Roosevelt by D. Adler Manners by Aliki 
All In A Day by Anno Mapping Penny’s Word by Loreen Leedy 
Bargin for Frances by Russell Hoban Maps and Globes by Jack Knowlton 
Fireworks, Picnics, and Flags by J. Giblin Me on the Map by Joan Sweeney 
Flag of the United States by Dennis Fradin Patchwork Quilt by Valerie Flournoy 
Fourth of July by B. Joosse School Days by B. G. Hennessy 
George Washington by Ingrid and Edgar Parin The Berenstain Bears Trouble With Money 
George Washington Carver by Andy Carter and by S. and J. Berenstain 

Carol Saller The White House by Lynda Sorensen 
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