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STUDENT LEARNING GOALS 

For English/Language Arts 
The student will 
  read independently on a first-grade level                          decode new words while reading 
  listen to, enjoy, and respond to a variety of literature        using a variety of strategies 
  participate in classroom discussions                                 comprehend fiction and nonfiction    
  read familiar selections fluently                                        communicate ideas in writing 
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LEARNING/ 
THINKING/ 

STUDY SKILLS 
 
Classifying 
Communicating  
  ideas 
Comparing/contrasting 
Constructing logical 
  sequences 
Distinguishing  
  between fact/opinion 
Drawing conclusions 
Following directions 
Increasing vocabulary 
Listening 
Managing time 
Monitoring/self  
  evaluation 
Observing 
Organizing 
Participating in group 
  activities 
Predicting outcomes 
Questioning 
Recognizing cause/ 
  effect 
Recognizing main 
  idea/details 
Relating ideas 
Reporting 
Retelling 
Revising 
Sequencing 
Solving problems 
Speaking 
Using background 
  knowledge 
Using technology 

INSTRUCTION:  The following concepts, skills, and strategies will be emphasized so that 
                                students can successfully progress to the next level of learning. 

Oral Language 
(listening/speaking) 

Listen/respond to a  
  variety of media 
Participate in a  
  variety of oral 
  language activities 
Give/follow 2-step  
  directions 
Expand vocabulary 
Recite simple poetry 
Distinguish between 
  real/make believe 
Use increasingly 
  complex sentences 
Identifies synonyms/ 
  antonyms 
Initiate conversation 
Use appropriate  
conversational skills 
Develop an aware- 
  ness of sounds 

  rhyming words 
  individual sounds 
   (phonemes) 
  syllables 
  similar words 

State personal data 
Use critical thinking  
 skills in discussions 
   main idea/details 
   setting 
   characters 
   cause/effect 
   likenesses/ 
    differences 
Expand vocabulary  
  to include 
  technology terms 

Reading/Literature 
Read from left to right 
   and top to bottom 
Match voice to print 
Expand sight words 
Understand differences 
   between letters, words, 
   sentences 
Problem solve when 
  reading using 
   meaning 
   sentence structure 
   letter/sound associations 
  known words 
   pictures 
   familiar letter groupings 
Confirm predictions/self  
  correct 
   Does it make sense? 
   Does it look right? 
   Does it sound right? 
Recognize singular/plural 
Recognize contractions,  
  possessives, and  
  quotation marks 
Recognize root (base)  
  words 
Detect common word 
  endings 
Recognize compound words 
Read familiar books 
  with fluency/expression 
Comprehend in fiction/ 
  nonfiction 
  main idea/details 
  setting 
  characters 
  retelling 
  classification 
  main idea 
  likenesses/differences 
Read for pleasure and 
  Information 
Identify Beginning, Middle 
and End of a selection 
Use background knowledge 
Locate alphabetic keys on 
  a computer 
Read in order to select and  
  use appropriate software 

Writing 
Process Writing 
Generate ideas 
Focus on one topic 
Participate in writing a 
  group story 
Hear/write letter  
  sounds in the order 
  they occur in words 
Respond to literature 
Edit for complete 
  sentences, capitals, 
  and punctuation (.?!) 
Use correct spelling of 
  high frequency  
  words 
Use descriptive words 
Use known words to 
  write new words 
Share writing 
Use word processing  
  to produce 
  documents, including 
  text and graphics 
 
Handwriting 
Use correct 
 directionality (left to 
right, top to bottom) 
Hold writing 
 instrument properly 
Print legibly 
Form letters correctly 
   from memory 
Use correct spacing  
  of words and  
  sentences 
Write first and last 
  name   
 
 

Research 
Alphabetize to  
  the first letter 
Make/use a  
  personal 
  word list 
Use a Table of  
  Contents 
Use a variety of  
  resources 
Request help  
  appropriately 
Add information 
  to an existing  
  file 

CONNECTIONS:  The following activities are examples of how this subject will connect 
                                 knowledge across the disciplines. 
Social Studies:  Recognize and sequence the days of the week, months of the year, and seasons in 
     print; read stories about holidays set in different countries around the world; recite the Pledge of 
     Allegiance, while pointing to the words on a large chart. 
Science:  Classify animals according to major characteristics (ex: body covering, movement, etc.); identify the 
three forms of matter. 
Math:  Read and write story and picture problems; create bar graphs of words in short books. 
Fine Arts:  Use a variety of medium to illustrate stories written by students; examine picture books  
     and create a similar class big book; write captions for famous works of art; play classical music 
     while students read for pleasure or read to students with appropriate background music; write 
     new lyrics for familiar songs. 
Health & PE:  Learn an action for each consonant (ex: j for jump); clap, stomp, or march to 
     multi-syllable words; discuss the consequences of healthy and unhealthy habits; act out traditional  
     tales; think of a food for each letter of the alphabet and classify it as healthy or unhealthy.                         

Note:  This summary reflects the major areas of content which most students in Botetourt County Public Schools learn at this level.  (2014) 



 
 
Grade 1 LA Essentials 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Botetourt County Public Schools 
 

How Parents Can Help 
 
Talk to your child about the things you do 
together.  A child needs to explain his ideas to 
you, to tell stories, to talk about books read, 
and to ask questions.  These activities can 
foster language development. 
 
 grocery shopping 
 cooking  
 books read 
 quality TV programs 
 visits to the mall 
 dining out  
 gardening 
 household chores 

Help your child acquire a wide range of 
knowledge. 
 
 Visit local places of interest, such as 

 
 Peaks of Otter 
 Transportation Museum 
 Natural Bridge 
 Johnson’s Farm-Bedford 
 Center in the Square 
 Smith Mountain Lake 
 Dixie Caverns 
 Blue Ridge Parkway 
 Monticello 
 Booker T. Washington 

Memorial Park 
 Mill Mountain Zoo 
 Art Museum 
  

 
 
 

 
Read aloud to your child. 
 
Reading to your child is probably the single 
most important activity you can do to 
encourage your child’s success in school.  Talk 
with your child about the book and discuss the 
pictures.  You might want to encourage your 
child to retell the story or draw a picture.  
Books should include 
 

 Alphabet books 
 Traditional fairy tales and folk tales 
 Different books written by the same 

author 
 Subjects about which your child is 

interested 
 Nonfiction books 
 Pattern and predictable books 

Provide writing materials for your child.  Writing 
helps a child learn about letters and words. 
 

 Encourage your child to 
 Say the word slowly 
 Listen for the sounds 
 Write letters to represent what they 

hear 
 

 Provide a variety of writing tools 
 Pencils 
 Crayons 
 Pens, Markers 
 Sidewalk Chalk 

 
 Have your child write and read back to you 

 Shopping lists 
 Letters and cards 
 Phone messages 
 Little books 
 Notes to family members 
 Use magnetic letters on the 

refrigerator to help a child learn about 
letters and words 

 

Give your child opportunities every day to read 
independently. 
 

 Obtain a public library card and visit your local 
library. 

 Consider a subscription to a children’s magazine. 
 Give books for a birthday or special holidays to 

ensure your child has plenty to read. 
 
When your child needs help with a word, ask him/her to 
 

 Think about the story. 
 Look at the letters or the word carefully. 
 Go back to the beginning of the sentence and reread. 
 Make the first sound of the word. 
 Make a good guess. 
 Look for parts of the word he knows.  (ex. sand)  
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