
Mardi Gras, a fun and colorful cele-
bration that occurs annually, is one of 
the best parties of 
the year. I wonder 
how this huge event 
came to a start? Be-
lieve it or not, Mardi 
Gras isn’t just a ran-
dom celebration. It 
has a huge backsto-
ry to it! In fact, this 
celebration can 
trace all the way back to medieval 
Europe! On March 2nd, 1699, French-
Canadian explorer Jean Baptiste Le 
Moyne Sieur de Bienville arrived at a 
plot of ground 60 miles directly south 
of New Orleans, and named it "Pointe 
du Mardi Gras", after the festive 
holiday people commonly celebrated 
in Europe. Many years later, in 1718, 
New Orleans was officially estab-
lished as a town. Mardi Gras was now 

openly being celebrated as the big-
gest carnival festival of the year. Alt-

hough it was a huge celebra-
tion, parades weren’t too 
popular back then. Instead, 
people established elegant 
balls and other sophisticated 
festivities. By the 1830s, New 
Orleans held street parties, 
which consisted of decorated 
carriages and people wearing 
colorful masks. These masks 

and colorful decorations are still 
commonly practiced today, an essen-
tial tradition in Mardi Gras. Many tra-
ditions were, and still are, practiced 
on this historical holiday. To this day, 
Mardi Gras will always remain the 
biggest celebration of the year.   See 
History Of Mardi Gras for more info. 

  By Leah Honeycutt 

On February 6th, we had a great time 
at the pep rally. The pep rally was re-
ally fun, exciting, and lively! The pur-
pose of such an event is to create ex-
citement, honor the teams that play 
for our school, and to create school 
spirit. In the pep rally there was a 
basketball competition, a dance off, 
cheerleader’s routines, a dance team 

performance, a band performance, 
and twirlers. They all did an amaz-
ing  job! We cheered for all the winter 
sports teams. In the pep rally there 
was always something that we were 
doing, and we never got bored. I real-
ly liked the pep rally, and I can’t wait 
till we have our next one. Go Bees! 

  By Trisha Rangaraju 

BBHMS  Winter Pep Assembly 

Mardi Gras: A History 
March 2016 

Honeycomb 

Inside this issue: 

Spring Break 2 

Spring Word Search 3 

Trivia 3 

College Majors 3 

Word Search 4 

Easter 5 

Creative Writing 6 

Writers 

Lakshmy Arakoni 

Riley Bogus 

Jacob Didea 

Madison Gerber 

Leah Honeycutt 

Faith Hutchison 

Megumi Koshino 

Grace Lahrmer 

Joy Liu 

Gabrielle Logelin 

Jordan Miller 

Emily Moro 

Trisha Rangaraju 

Penelope Stephan 

 

http://www.mardigrasneworleans.com/history.html


 Popular Spring Break Destinations 

 

Is your family looking for a place to go for spring break? This article 
will give you some great ideas. 
 

1.Florida   
Florida is a very popular place to vacation there are a lot of great 
beaches, the Everglades, and don’t forget the great theme parks in 
Orlando. 
 

2.Cancun, Mexico 

Cancun is a great place to go there are lots of beaches and you can 
take a bus to see the Ancient Mayan Ruins. 
 

3.Bahamas 

There are lots of things you can do in the Bahamas. You can go snor-
keling and scuba diving by coral reefs or you can go to the many re-
sorts such as Atlantis. 
 

4.Punta Cana, Dominican Republic 

Punta Cana is known for its zip lining, windsurfing, and kayaking and 
has many beaches. 
 

5.Cruises 

Cruises are a popular choice because you can visit many destina-
tions, such as the Caribbean, Mexico and other exotic locations. 

 

 

                                               By Madison Gerber 
 

   



 By Megumi Koshino 

Most Popular College Majors 

1. Business Administration and Man-
agement 

 
2. Psychology 

 
3. Nursing 

 
4, Biology 
 
5. Education 

 
6. English Language and Literature 

 
7. Economics 

 
8. Communications 

 
9. Political Science 

 
10. Computer Science 

 

By: Emily Moro 

http://www.collegecrunch.org/best-of/top-10-
most-popular-college-majors/ 

Answers to Winter Trivia 

1.Answer: c. Wind chill is the combination of wind and temperature and is based on the rate of heat 
loss from exposed skin such as that of a person or animal. As the wind increases, heat is carried away from 
the body at an accelerated rate, driving the body temperature down. Wind chill has no effect on cars or other 
objects. 
2.Answer: After a snowstorm left a foot of snow over the city on February 8, 1899, a record cold wave 
struck. On February 11, the temperature dipped to -15°F in the District. It was followed by a second great 
storm called "The Great Valentine's Day Blizzard" which dumped another 20.5 inches of snow. That year DC 
saw a record 54 inches of snow. 
3.Answer: Hail is a chunk or stone of ice dropped from a thunderstorm. Sleet is frozen rain. Freezing 
rain is liquid rain that freezes to a surface such as the road or a tree. 
4.Answer: False. It has been known to snow with temperatures in the mid 40's. Temperatures are be-
low 32°F up in the clouds where the snow is forming. 
5.Answer: a. 10 inches of snow melts down to about an inch of liquid rain. 
6.Answer: e. Nor'easters cause high winds and flooding along the coast and heavy snow and some-
times blizzard conditions inland over the Greater Metropolitan Washington area. Nor'easters are responsible 
for the area's most hazardous winter weather. 
7.Answer: January, February, and March. It is the latter half of the winter in the Washington area that 
brings the nor'easters that dump the majority of our snow. 
8.Answer: The January 27-28, 1922 storm dumped 21 inches of snow in DC in 24 hours and had a storm 
total of 28 inches. It is known as the "Knickerbocker Storm" because the heavy snow caused the collapse of 
the Knickerbocker theater during a performance. One hundred people died inside. 
9.Answer: Yes. Ice crystals sometimes fall from clear skies when temperatures are in the single digits 
or colder. 
10.Answer: b. An inch of ice is heavier than wet snow and is hazardous enough to cause power lines 
and trees to come down. 
Answers were from:Winter Storm Trivia Questions     

           By Madison Gerber 

http://www.collegecrunch.org/best-of/top-10-most-popular-college-majors/
http://www.collegecrunch.org/best-of/top-10-most-popular-college-majors/


 

St. Patrick’s Day Word Search 

Sneak Peak Into the World of Wonderland 

 

Alice in Wonderland tells the story of Alice, played by eighth grader Lana Tram,  discovering who she 

wants to be by facing challenges in an imaginary wonderland. She meets some crazy Cats, some talking 

Playing Cards, a Mad Hatter, a talking rabbit, a March Hare creatures of all shapes and sizes, and an evil 

queen! Many people are coming together to make this play a success including stage crew and all of the 

talented actors. Volunteer parents are doing a lot of work to make this show amazing. For example Mrs. 

Madaus is making almost ALL of the costumes for the show and Mrs. Gerber is making the programs. The 

Director, Mrs. Durham,  and the Producer, Mrs. Jarosz, are both mothers of current middle schoolers too. 

Mrs. Durham uses her own time to put shows on and make her own choreography for all of the numbers. 

Mrs. Jarosz is the person who is in charge of making sure everything is the way that it is supposed to be. 

She  takes care of everything from attendance to show shirts and safety.  Without Mrs. Madaus, Mrs. Ger-

ber, Mrs. Durham, and Mrs. Jarosz, the upcoming show would not be possible. Make sure that you stop by 

and watch the performance of Alice in Wonderland on March 5th at 7pm. or on March 6th at 2pm. 

           By Grace Lahrmer 

 

By Jordan Miller 





A Leprechaun Story 
 

Julie hated her red hair and the fact that she was short.  Her mother convinced her that everyone in 
their family were short and short people could do things that tall people couldn’t. 
 

It was a chilly March day when Julie finally figured out what her mother meant. The school day start-
ed like any other day. "Did everyone wear green today?" the teacher asked. 
 

It was St. Patrick's Day and the tradition was that you wore green. Julie wore blue jeans and a pink 
tee shirt. She knew if she wore green, the other kids would make jokes about her being a lepre-
chaun.  But at lunch time everyone still picked on Julie. 
 

"Can I have a wish, Julie?" Megan laughed and asked her. All the other girls teased her as well. 

 

This time, Julie didn't cry but she got annoyed at how unfair they were being to her. 
 

"I wish you were short, Megan, so you'd know how it feels," Julie said. 
 

With a rush of air and sparkles everywhere, Megan shrank three inches instantly. 
 

"What did you do to me?" Megan screamed with her screechy voice. 
 

Julie did not know as to what had just happened. Had she just wished someone into being shorter? 
Julie felt terrible.  If wishing her shorter had worked, perhaps wishing her tall again would work as 
well, she thought.  "I wish you were taller," Julie whispered. 
 

The rush of air was faster this time. Julie closed her eyes and when she opened them, Megan was 
six feet tall. 
 

"Oh! Julie, stop. Make it stop!" Tears filled Megan's eyes. 
 
"I wish Megan was her normal size,” Julie said. 
 

Instantly, Megan returned to the size she'd been before she'd made a wish. 
 

"How did you do that?" Megan put her hands on her hips. 
 

"I don't know." She was going to ask her mother. Was this what she meant by short people being 
able to do more than others? 

 

By Lakshmy Arakoni 
 

 
 

 
 


